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INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS
IN THE PROVINCE OF AGRA.

IK November 1903 Mr. R. P. Dewhurst, I.C.S., was placed on special duty

to Tisit the districts in the United Provinces where pro-mutiny records exist, to

report to the Government the steps which he considered should be taken in order

to ensure the better preservation of those records, and to carry out each of his pro-

posals as were approved by the Government. On December 12, 1903, Mr. Dewhurst

submitted a preliminary report on the pre-mutiny records (serial no. 27 of the file,

headed " Preservation of official records "). On January 22, 1904, he sent in a

supplementary report (serial no. 35). Mr. Dewhurst's final report (serial no. 67) is

dated April 13, 1904. In this he demonstrated that the time at his disposal had

been insufficient to admit of the completion of more than a fraction of the necessary

work. Owing to various causes no further progress was made in the work of

arranging the pre-mutiny records until October 1909, when I was placed on special

duty for eighteen months to complete the work commenced by Mr. Dewhurst.

The work done by that officer and myself extended to all the records in the

divisional and district offices, and to those of the Civil Secretariat, the Board of

Revenue, Ohunar Fortress and the office of the Deputy Superintendent of the

Family Domains of the Maharaja of Benares.

The official records of these provinces suffered greatly in the mutiny. Never-

theless a sufficient number have escaped destruction to afford the materials for a

complete history of the administration of the East India Company in the Province

of Agra.

Of the Commissioners' offices the only ones burnt down in the mutiny were

those at Meerut and Bareilly.

In the Meerut division there exist abundant records in the district offices at

Meerut, Saharanpur and Dehra Dun.

In the Rohilkhand division the district record rooms shared the fate of that

of the Commissioner. As regards the revenue records, however, the loss is not

nearly so serious as it might have been, because practically the whole of the revenue

history of the districts in this division, in common with those of all the other

divisions, is contained in the voluminous proceedings of the Board of Revenue at

Allahabad.

In surveying the pre-mutiny records of the province as a whole it is convenient

to consider separately each of the three main classes of records the revenue,

judicial and political records.

The revenue records proper are for all practical purposes complete from the

time when the East India Company first obtained a footing in these provinces.

The records in the office of the Commissioner of the Benares division date

from the year 1776, and from the time of the famous Jonathan Duncan the records

of the Resident at Benares are most voluminous.

In November 1801 the British acquired the ceded provinces. Thanks to

the records in the office of the Magistrate and Collector of Gorakhpur there

exist sufficient materials for a compilation of a monograph dealing with the

revenue administration of the ceded provinces during the interesting period
which lasted from December 1801 to March 1803 when the three offices of

Judge, Magistrate and Collector were vested in one person, and when the province
was immediately controlled -by the Hon'ble Henry Wellesley as Lieutenant

Governor and a Board of Commissioners.

From March 1803, when the ceded provinces were placed directly under the

Governor General in Council and the Board of Revenue at Fort "William, the

revenue records of the province are probably as complete as those of any other

country in the world. In the proceedings of the Board of Revenue every detail

regarding the revenue administration of the province is minutely recorded.
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It was over these proceedings that Sir William Hunter was so enthusiastic.

In 1869, he wrote :

" I have never met with a series of records so compact and

so easy to work upon, or one which would yield such a rich harvest for a moderate

amount of labour/' ; and " the Board's records constitute a series of original histo-

rical documents, which throw a searching and continuous light upon every corner of

the country which it would be impossible to derive from any other source."

In addition to the proceedings of the Board of Revenue there exist, practically

complete, the local revenue records in the following offices : those of the Commis-

sioners of the Benares, Allahabad, Agra, Gorakhpur and Kumaun divisions, of the

Collectors of Gorakhpur, Mirzapur, Ghazipur and Saharanpur and of the Super-

intendent of Dehra Dun.

The revenue records in the offices of the Collectors of Benares and Meerut

are also numerous.

The customs records are not nearly so complete as the revenue records proper.

This is especially noticeable as regards the Board of Revenue where the customs

records number less than a dozen volumes. The only offices in which the customs

records are copious are those of the Commissioners of the Agra and the Allahabad

divisions. Unfortunately the records in the latter office have not been arranged

satisfactorily.

Of the judicial records I am not able to speak with full knowledge, because

the scope of my enquiry did not extend to the record rooms of the Judges of these

provinces.

Some records of the old Provincial Courts of Circuit and Appeal may exist in

the Judges' offices. Session Judges, it is true, did not come into existence until

about the year 1833, whereas the courts of appaal were abolished in 1829. The

Commissioner of Circuit was the immediate successor of the Court of Appeal ;

but it is not improbable that he, when relieved of his judicial functions by the

Sessions Judge, handed over to the latter the records he had received from the

Court of Circuit.

There are said to be no pre-mutiny records in the record room of the High
Court at Allahabad. Thus I am acquainted only with the judicial records in the

offices of Commissioners and District Magistrates.

Using the word judicial in its restricted sense as appertaining to the work

of the courts qua courts of justice, the judicial records in the offices of the various

Commissioners are very scanty, and are found only in the record rooms of th

Commissioners of the Allahabad, Benares and Kumaun divisions.

There exist, however, in the record rooms of the Magistrates of Saharanpur,

Mirzapur and Gorakhpur a number of letters that passed between those officers on
the one hand and the Nizamut Adawlut and the Court of Circuit for the Bareilly or

the Benares division on the other.

Using the word judicial in its wider sense to include anything that apper-

tains to the police or the general welfare of the country, there are copious judicial

records in most of the offices where voluminous pre-mutiny records exist with the

exception of those of the Collectors of Ghazipur and Meerut and, of course, of the

Board of Revenue. In pre-mutiny days the Commissioner was Superintendent
of Police, he also exercised control over the jails, until he was relieved of this

duty by the Sessions Judge.

The political records are fairly abundant. I have not been able to trace the

records of the Resident at Lucknow. Those are said to have been taken out of the

Residency by Sir George Couper when the garrison was relieved by Sir Colin

Campbell, but I have not been able to ascertain what subsequently became of

them. They are not at Lucknow. .

Practically the whole of the correspondence of the Agent to the Governor
General at Benares exists in the office of the Commissioner of the Benares division.
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There is also at Allahabad a considerable portion of the correspondence of the

Agent to the Governor General for the Saugor and Nerbudda territories. At Naini

Tal there are several volumes of the correspondence of the Agent to the Governor

General for the affairs of Garhwal, and there is some political correspondence in the

record room of the Commissioner of the Agra division relating to the Nawabs of

Farrukhabad.

Mention must bo made of the pre-mutiny records of Chunar Fortress which,

although very incomplete, throw much light on the organization of the army of the

Hon'ble East India Company.

The work undertaken by me was, in the first place, to have every record room

thoroughly searched for old records, then to classify these by arranging those that

had not been made up into files in chronological series. Next, to weed out all the

documents of no importance, and, finally, either to bind in volumes or to paste in

guard books all the documents that remained after the process of weeding.

In some of the offices the whole of the records have been rearranged

by me ; in others I have merely completed the arrangement already begun, or

made such alterations as the existing faulty arrangement rendered imperative.

A very large number of papers have been weeded out, but I can confidently assert

that nothing has been destroyed that could under any circumstances whatever

be of use to any person, bo he antiquarian, historian or administrator. The rule

adopted has always been "
spare every doubtful document." The result is that

nine out of ten persons who look through what I have allowed to remain will be of

opinion that my weeding operations have not been sufficiently drastic. A perusal

of the several notes will show that in scarcely any two of the offices have the records

been arranged on precisely the same plan. The explanation of this diversity of

arrangement is that whenever I found existing any kind of intelligent arrangement

of the records I made that the basis of my method. It was only by so doing that

the work could have been completed in the time at my disposal. Each note was

written and printed immediately on the completion of the arrangement of the

records to which it relates. It was not therefore practicable to number serially

the pages which compose this volume. The list of contents at the beginning of the

book indicates roughly the position of the note relating to each office.

The various notes will show that although lists of a large number of the

pre-mutiny records exist, the majority of the documents have not been listed.

Should it be deemed necessary, lists could be prepared by any intelligent clerk.

Now that the documents hare all been arranged in series the work of listing them

will be to a large extent mechanical.

The great majority of the records have been either bound up in volumes or

placed in guard books made of materials calculated to resist the attacks of fish

insects.

The records which have been neither bound up nor placed in guard books are

(1) a considerable portion of the revenue correspondence of a date prior to

1829. As practically the whole of this is embodied in the proceedings
of the Board of Revenue, it has not been deemed necessary to incur

the expense of binding up these letters. They are being retained, tied

up in bastas ;

(2) a number of the records of the Commissioner of the Allahabad division.

These have not been pasted in guard books because the time at my
disposal did not permit me to take up the work of weeding and arrang-

ing them ; and to bind up the loose records in their present condition

would be to perpetuate a faulty arrangement. Tied up, as they are, ia

bastas there seems no reason why they should not remain well pre-

served.
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The pro-mutiny records, having all been recently overhauled, are in excellent

condition, and the following precautions have been taken to prevent their deteriora-

tion :

(i) All the records (except those in the Board of Revenue, which consist of

folio volumes) have been tied up in batfas in order to keep out dust,

damp, and, as far as possible, insects.

(ii) The bastas of records are kept on open racks to which light and air have

access. Thus with ordinary care the records are safe from the ravages

of white ants.

(iii) In offices where the records are housed in rooms to which access ia

had by persons other than those responsible for the safe custody of the

records, the racks have been, or are being, enclosed by wire netting.

(iv) Printed instructions are hung up in each record room, explaining to

record keepers the precautions they are required to take for the proper

custody of the records.

(v) Special rules have been framed requiring inspecting officers to examine

the contents of some of the bastas of pre-mutiny records and to report

to Government any signs of deterioration.

The im April 1911. D. DEWAR.



Notes on the Pre- mutiny Records in the Civil

Secretariat at Allahabad.





NOTE ON THE PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF
THE CIVIL SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED PROVINCES OF AGRA AND OUDH.

ALL the pre-mutiny records of the Secretariat perished in a fire. The

fifteen volumes of pre-mutiny records now in the Secretariat record room have

been recently placed there. They consist of original correspondence of the various

Boards of Commissioners and Revenue from 1810 to 1829. On the abolition of

the Board of Revenue in the Western Provinces on March 1, 1829, that Board

left its correspondence in the record room of the Commissioner of the Agra divi-

sion, or possibly in that of the Commissioner of the Farrukhabad division. On

the abolition of the latter division its records were taken to Agra. Thus it is that,

until the pre-mutiny records of these provinces were recently overhauled, the

correspondence of the various Boards of Revenue remained at Agra.
As such correspondence related to the whole of the Western Provinces, it

seemed out of place in a Commissioner's record room. As all these records have

been copied out in the volumes of proceedings which are now in the record room

of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad, there seemed no point in removing the

records in question to the Board's office. As the records in question consist of

original letters, it seemed a pity to destroy them. Hence it was decided to remove

them to the record room of the Government of the United Provinces.

2. These pre-mutiny records have been classified as follows :

(a) Correspondence of a general nature (i.e. not relating to particular dis-

tricts) between Government and the Board of Commissioners or the

Board of Revenue.

(b) Correspondence of a general nature between the Board of Commissioners

or the Board of Revenue and officers other than the Secretary to

Government.

(c) Minutes of various Members of the Board of Commissioners or the Board
of Revenue.

3. (a) Correspondence with Government

Series /.Letters from Government to the Board, 1810 to 1829, seven
volumes.

Series II. Letters from the Board to Government, 1812 to 1829, four

volumes. There are no letters of the year 1823 in this series.

(b) Correspondence with officials other than the Secretary to Govern-
ment

Series /.Letters received by the Board of Commissioners or Board of

Revenue, 1812 to 1829, two volumes.

Series //.Letters issued by the Board, 1817 to 1828, one volume.

(c) Minutes of various Members of the Board, 1821 to 1828, one volume.
4. In addition to the above-mentioned pre-mutiny records, there are in the

Secretariat record room six volumes of records relating to the mutiny. These
have also been brought in from the office of the Commissioner of the Agra divi-

sion as being of a provincial nature.

Their contents are as follows :

Volume 1. Original telegrams sent to Mr. E. A. Reade in 1858.

Volume 2. Ditto ditto 1859.

Volume 3. Authenticated copies of telegrams sent to Mr. E. A. Reade
between March 24th, 1858, and April 9th, 1859.

Volume 4. Copies of telegrams sent by Mr. Reade between May llth, 1858,
and June 12th, 1859.

Volume 5. Originals of daily bulletins issued by Mr. Reade, March to Julj
1858.
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Volume 6. Printed copies of daily bulletins issued by Mr. Reade, May to

July 1858.

5. The records enumerated in paragraphs 1 to 4 above have been tied up in

bastas and placed in the Secretariat strong-room. The following list shows the

arrangement of the records :

Number of basta.
Contents.

1 ... Four volumes of letters from Govern-

ment to Board, 1810 to April 1822.

2 ... Three volumes of letters from Govern-

ment to Board, 1822 (April) to 1829.

g 4-> ... Four volumes of letters from the Board

to Government, 1812 to 1829.

/Two volumes of letters received by the

Board from sources other than Gov-

ernment, 1812 to 1829.

One volume of letters issued by the

Board to officials other than the Sec-

retary to Government, 1817 to 1828.

One volume of minutes by various

Members of the Board of Revenue,
1821 to 1828.

5 ... ... Six volumes of mutiny correspondence

detailed in paragraph 4 of this note.

6. Mention may perhaps be made here of two complete series of government

gazettes of pre-mutiny days.

The first series consists of forty-seven volumes of the Calcutta Gazette cover-

ing the period April 7th, 1832, to December 31st, 1857.

The Calcutta Gazette replaced the old Government Gazette.

On March 20th, 1832, a notice was issued, by order of the Hon'ble the Vice-

President in Council, that " from the commencement of the ensuing month an

official gazette will be published weekly at the press of the Military Orphan

Society under the title of the Calcutta Gazette, and that the paper now issued from

that press will cease to be denominated the Government Gazette."

This series was brought in from the record room at Ghazipur.

There are pages missing in many of the volumes. Should the information

sought after be on the missing pages, a reference might be made to the Collector

of Banda, in whose office there is a nearly complete set of Calcutta gazettes.

The second series comprises seventeen volumes of the Government of Agra
Gazette from September 1840 (the date of the first issue of this gazette) to May
1857.

This series was transferred from the record room of the Deputy Commissioner

of Almora.

The Qth March 1911. D. DEWAR.



Notes on the Pre-mutiny Records in the

Record Room of the Board of Revenue,

United Porvinces.





A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE AT ALLAHABAD.

Although the pre-mutiny records of the Board of Reveaue at Allahabad are

far more voluminous and important than those of any other office in the United

Provinces, they do not commence until twenty-eight years after the East India

Company had obtained possessions in these provinces.

2. By a treaty signed on May 21, 1775, the sovereignly of the province

of Benares was ceded in perpetuity to the East India Company. The newly-

scquired province was placed under the immediate authority of a Resident who was

controlled in revenue matters by the Board of Revenue at Fort William. In 1795

the Resident at Benares was replaced by a collector who was also subordinate to

the Board of Revenue at Fort William until 1809.

3. The proceedings of the Board of Revenue relating to the province of

Benares during the period 1775 to 1809 exist in the record room of the Board of

Revenue at Calcutta. There are also in the Commissioner's office at Benarea copious

records of the various Residents (vide note on the pre-mutiny records in the office

of the Commissioner of Benares).

4. On November 10, 1801, the Nawab Wazir ceded to the Company in lieu

of the annual subsidy paid by him for the protection of his dominions a large por-

tion of territory, which included roughly the present Moradabad, Bareilly, Etawah,

Mainpuri, Etah, Farrukhabad, Cawnpore, Fatehpur, Allahabad, Gorakhpur,

Azamgarh and Basti districts, which came to be known as the Ceded Provinces.

The immediate supervision of this territory was entrusted to a Lieutenant

Governor and a Board of Commissioners. The Hon'ble Henry Wellesley was ap-

pointed Lieutenant Governor; he was also made President of the Board of Commis-

sioners, whioh consisted of Messrs. Leslie, Seton and Fombelle, with Mr. Mercer

as Secretary.

This temporary commission was dissolved on February 21, 1803.

No original records of this Commission exist in the office of the Board of

Revenue at Allahabad.

There are however in the Gorakhpur district record room a number of resords

of this Commission, i.e. the greater part of its correspondence with the collector of

Goraklipur (vide note on the pre-mutiny records in the office of the collector,

Gorakhpur).

Copies of some of this correspondence exist in the record room of the Board

of Revenue at Allahabad.

5. On February 21, 1803, the Governor General in Council issued tha

following orders for the administration of the ceded provinces :

" The temporary Commission issued by the Governor General on the 14th Nov-

ember 1801 for the provincial administration and cettleraent of the provinces ceded

by the Nawab Wazir, is hereby dissolved and all offices, authorities, and powers
constituted within the said Provinces by that Commission shall cease and determine

from this day.

"The Provinces ceded by the \awab Wazir are formed into a division deno-

minated the Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. The said division consists of

seven zillahs or districts.

"The seven zillahs or districts of the ceded provinces are denominated Morada-

bad, Bareilly, Etawah, Farrukhabad, Cawnpore, Allahabad, and Gorakhpur.
" A judge and magistrate is appointed for each zillah and also a collector for

each district excepting Farrukhabad, of which the revenues are to be manged by
the Agent of the Governor General at Farrukhabad until further orders.

"Registrars and assistants are appointed to the courts of circuit and appeal and

tbojudges and magistrates and collectors of the several zillahs and districts.
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"The customs and duties within the said provinces are to be managed by the

collectors of the land revenue until further orders. The superintendence and

control of the land revenues in the ceded provinces is to be conducted through the

Board of Revenue at Fort William, and the several collectors of revenue are to-

be ordered to correspond with the Board of Revenue at Fort William according to

the form established for the correspondence of that Board with the collectors of

revenue in the proviueea of Bengal, Behar, Orissa and Benares.

"For the purpose of facilitating the despatch of the extensive and complicated

affairs of which the detail will now be added to the current business of this presidency,

an additional Secretary to the Government in appointed, and is denominated

Secretary for the Aflairs of the Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. For the

same purpose the fourth seat at the Board of Revenue abolished by the order of th

Governor General in Council passed on 1st April 1801 is revived.

" All Civil Officers stationed within the ceded provinces are to be directed to

correspond with the Secretary for the Affairs of the Ceded Provinces in all cases in

which Civil Officers of a similar description in Bengal, Behar, Ori'sa or Benares now

correspond with any of the Secretaries of Government, and all correspondence

between the Government and the courts of Sudder Dewany and Nizamat Adawlut,

the Board of Revenue and Trade or any Public Officers or individuals respecting the

affairs of the ceded provinces, is to be conducted through the Secretary of the

Affairs of the Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. A separate account is to be kept

by the Accountant to the Board of Revenue of the ceded provinces. For the pur-

pose of carrying the preceding orders into execution, the Go vernor General in Coun-

cil is pleased to make the following appointments: Mr. M. Leslie, Member of the

Board of Revenue, Mr. John Fombelle, Secretary to Government for the Affairs of

the Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. Mr. Graeme Morcer, Acting Secretary

to the Lieuteuant Governor of Board of Commissioners, is directed to perform the-

duty of Secretary to the Government for the affairs of the provinces ceded by the

Nawab Wazir, until Mr. Fombelle's arrival at Fort William ; and, until further

orders, Mr. W. Leycester is appointed collector of zillah Moradabad, Mr. Thornhill

collector of zillah Bareilly, Mr. Cuningham collector of zillah Etawah, Mr. John

Richardson collector of zillah Cawnpore, Mr. Richard Ahmuty collector of zillah

Allahabad, Mr. Johu Routledge collector of zillah Gorakhpur."

6. The Board of Revenue at Fort William thus reconstituted kept its proceed-

ings relating to the ceded provinces separate from those dealing with the other pro-

vinces under its jurisdiction. These separate proceedings exist iu the record room of

the Board of Revenue at Allahabad.

The first of these proceedings is dated March 13, 1803, and from that date

onward the proceedings of the various Boards which exercised control over the-

revenue affairs of these provinces exist with scarcely a break.

The conquered Provinces were added to the Company's territories in 1803, and
the proceedings of the Board of Revenue which relate to these also exist ah initio in

the Board's record room at Allahabad.

7. In September 1869 Sir William Hunter visited Allahabad, inspected the

record room of the Board of Revenue, and wrote a note (which was subsequently

printed) embodying the results of his examination of these records.

As Sir "William Hunter's examination extended over two days only, his note is

necessarily incomplete and not altogether accurate. It has therefore been found

necessary to write a fresh note dealing with the Baard's pre-mutiny records in which
as much asjpossible of Hunter's note has been incorporated.

8. The Board's pre-mutiny records are classified as follows :

(1) Those relating to the Province of Agra (including Benares) :

(a) Revenue records

(i) Proceedings,

(ii) Misoellaaeous.,



(b) Customs records

(i) Proceedings,

(ii) Correspondence.

(c) The records of the Mofussil Special Commissioners appointed under Act

I of 1821.

(2) Tho.-o relating to the Province of Otidh.

THE RECORDS BELONGING TO THE PROVINCE OF AGRA.

(a) The Revenue Records.

9. The revenue records form the vast bulk of the whole. They ore in the form

of proceedings.

The volumes of proceeding-* prior to 1855 contain a full record of the consulta-

tions of the members on each day oil which they sat, set forth in the following

form :

Allahabad (or other place of sitting) at a meeting of the Board.

PRESENT:

(Hare follow the names of the members.)
" Head the following letter from the collector of (Here follow the copy of

the-letter in question, aiid its enclosures.)

Resolved that the following reply be sent (Here follows the full text of the

reply.)

Each letter received and each letter issued is given a number. There is a

fresh series of numbers for each consultation. In the indices to the

proceedings (to be described later) each document is referred to as

no. of the consultation dated

10. Thus these volumes of proceedings contain complete copies of all corre-

spondence between the Board, the Government and the various district officers in

the co-led and conquered provinces from *1S03 until 1829, and from 1829 to 1855,

between the Board, Government and the various Commissioners.

From 1855 onwards the proceedings contain full abstracts of the correspon-

dence instead of literal copies.

11. As the revenue authorities having control of the Province of Agra have

been reconstituted on several occasions the volumes of proceedings fall into several

series each consisting of the proceedings of a different authority.

Series I Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort William in Bengal-*

Series 1. 1908 to 1807,
1803 to 1807, consisting in the first instance of Messrs. G. W.

thirty-iu folio relumes. Barlo w, President, Thomas G raham, R. W. Cox and J. Davis.

The early pages of the first volume are torn and their margins eaten by insects.

The first volume is written on paper with a watermark, bearing the date 1801.

This series consists of thirty-six folio volumes and is labelled "
Proceedings of the

Board of Revenue at Fort William, 1803 to 1807."

The first proceeding is dated iSth Maroh 1803.

" The duties of the Board," writes Sir William Hunter,
" are defined by the

Legislation of 1803. The general plan of settling the country had been laid down

in the proclamation of the 14th July 1802. In 1803 the system was carefully

elaborated and embodied in a voluminous Code. Every department of the admin-

istration passed under review, and during the entire period which this first series

of records represents, the ceded and conquered provinces were the subject of

frequent legislation. Thus, not to mention the Code of 1803 itself, Regulation IX
of 1804 is devoted to the territorial and judicial distribution of the country, Regula-
tion V of 1805 modifies the terms of the second settlement for the years 1213 to

1215 fasli era, Regulation VIII of 1805 extend the Code of 13(.3 to the conquered

provinces, Regulation XXI of 1808 lays the permanent foundation of the tahsil-

dari system.

Benares had formed the subject of distinct legislation since 1795. From that

year it was administered under an elaborate English Code, and this series of records

* From 1800 for the province oi Benares
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exhibits the working of the separate system, and the reasons for the changes which

took place in it during the period under view."

The last proceeding of this Board is dated 29th September 1807.

12^ Series II. The proceedings of the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded

89ries n, 1807 to 1822,
and Conqutnd Provinces, 1807 to 1822. In 1807 the

178 folio volumes. Governor General in Council resolved that the ceded and

conquered provinces should be permanently settled
; and, in order to exercise the

close supervision which such a settlement required, it was deemed necessary to

create a special Board of Commissioners. With this object Regulation X of 1807

was passed.

"Whereas," runs the regulation, "it has been deomed advisable to appoint a

local Commission for the superintendence of the ensuing settlement in the ceded and

conquered provinces and for the general control of the collectors iu the discharge

of that and of their other public duties, a Commission shall be constituted consist-

ing of two members.

"The Commissionors in the ceded and conquered provinces are hereby invested

\vith all the duties, po.vers and authority which have hitherto been exercised by the

Board of Revenue in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces. The primary object of

the present Commission b?:ng the superintendence of the ensuing settlement of the

land revenue, it shall be the duty of the Commissioners to superintend the perfor-

mance of that duty by the collectors, as far as circumstances will permit, on the

spot, by proceeding from time to time into the different districts, accordingly as

they may be of opinion that their
L
;resence may be necessary or advisable."

13. The original intention was that the Board should be dissolved as soon as

the settlement had been made, but the lloard found that the country was not ripe

for a permanent settlement. It discovered moreover that the revenue administra*

tion in the ceded and conquered provinces was far fr om satisfactory and that the

complicated land tenures of the provinces were imperfectly understood; hence

Regulation I of 1809 was passed which reudo.ed the Board of Commissioners perma-
nent and added to its jurisdiction the province of Benares, which had hitherto been

subject to the control of the Board of Revenue and the Board of Trade at Fort

William. In Regulation I of 1809 the Board are designated
" The Board of Com-

missioners in the Upper Provinces," but nevertheleoS they in their proceedings
continue to style themselves the Boar d of Commissioners in the Ceded and

Conquered Provinces.

14. It was found that the control of the province of Benares in addition to the

ceded and conquered provinces gave the Board more work than they could manage ;

consequently resolution I of 1816 appointed a local Commission for the superinten-
dence of the revenue in the provinces of Benares and Behar. The proceedings of

this Commission, which sat until 1822, form the next series.

15. Regulation I of 1819 transferred the superintendence of " the districts of

Goruckpore" from the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered
Provinces to the Board of Commissioners in Behar and Benares.

16. In 1822 the Board of Commissioners was vested with revenue and cri-

minal authority in the Delhi territory and this necessitated a total reconstitution

of the Board; the proceedings of the Board thus reconstituted form series IV of the

Board's revenue records.

17. The present series consists of 178 folio volumes, and Sir William Hunter
says of the Board of Commissioners,

" their proceedings are crowded with valuable
statistical accounts of the various districts. Settlement reports with admirable let-

tors from the ablest pens in the service, turn up every now and then, and although
the Commissioners of those days worked a good deal in the *dark, as compared with

The land had pot ^ater settlement officers who have succeeded to and improved
upon their early labours, yet every page has about it that

feeling of leality and lively pictorial force which belong to work done by men whose
minds were full of^one subject and done by them on the spot."
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18. The first proceeding of this Board is dated Cawnpore, 17th September

1807, Messrs. W. R. Coz and H. St. G. Tujker, Members, and Mr. J. W. Sherer,

Secretary, being present, and the last proceeding (which Unfortunately is not quite

complete) is dated Camp Chuppar, zillah Sabaranpur, 19th April 1822, with Messrs.

A. Rose and W. Fraser as Commissioners. At various times its members included

Sir G. Colebrooke, Bart., Messrs. J. Doano and W. H. Trant, and among it}

Secretaries was Mr. II. Newnhara.

19. It will be seen that this series fall-; into four parts corresponding with

changes in the Board's jurisdiction.

Part I covers the period 17th December 1807 to March 1, 1809, when the

Board had jurisdiction only in the ceded aud conquered provinces.

Part II relates to the period March 1, 1809, to February 1, 1816, when the

province of Benares was included in its jurisdiction.

Part I LI covers the period February 1, 1816, to March 1, 1819, when
the Board ceased to exercise control over the province of Benares, but

had jurisdiction over the whole of the ceded and conquered provinces.

Part IV covers the remaining period of the Board's existence when its control

extended to all parts of the ceded and conquered provinces except!
" the

districts of Goruckpore."

20. Series IH.The proceedings of the Baxrd of Commissioners for the

Beries III, 1816 to Provinces of Benares and Behir, 1816 to 1822. On January

*&$**?& 5
' 1816 ReS lation I of 181 <5 received the assent of the

181 8- Governor General in Council. This regulation appointed
" A local Commission for the superintendence of the revenue in the Provinces oi^

Benares and Behar." This Commission was constituted for the purpose of relieving,

on the one hand, the Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort William, and, on the otheri

the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces of part of their

Work.

At first it consisted of a single Member John Deane whose full style was

These included the "Commissioner in the Province of Benares and that part of

Behar comprising the zillahs of Behar, Shahabad, Sarun

which were usually deno- and Tirhoot."* He had the same powers as the Board of

Mimis.' Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces. Hii

first proceeding is dated Camp Patna, 1st February 1816.

21. Thi.-i arrangement did not persist for long. A resolution of Government

dated the 28th November 1817 runs, "The Vice-President in Council resolves that

the powers invested in the Commissioner in Behar and Benares shall be exercised by

a Board consisting of two members and that the districts of Dinajepore and Ruug.

pore be placed under the authority of that Board.

"2. The necessary legislative enactment will accordingly be prepared and

published.

"3. The Vice-President in Council further resolves that Mr. E. P. S.

Waring be associated with Mr. Rooke in the Commission."

This resolution was embodied in Regulation XIV of 1817.

Mr. Rocke took his seat on December 11, 1817, and Mr. Waring joined on

February '20, 1818.

22. It was soon found that the work entrusted to this Board was too heavy
to enable the two members to sit together; accordingly on September 23, 1818,

Government placed Mr. Rooke in charge of the " Districts of Bhaugalpore, Purnoiih,

Rungpore and Dinajepore," "with the full powers of your Board," and in Jiko

manner the junior member, Mr. Waring, was authorized to exercise similar powers

"within the provinces of Bewares and in the districts of Bebar (including Ranogliur),

Shahabad, Saruu and Tirhoot." From October 1818 the two members sat sepa-

rately, but the above arrangement for the division of work did not take effect until

January 1819. After that date the two members occasionally sat together, but more

frequently they worked apart, and their proceedings are designated tho proceel-

jngs of the Snior and the Junior Member respectively. These proceedings are
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usually entered in the fame volume and often on the same sheet, BO that it is no

possible to separate the two sets of proceedings.

23. Regulation I of 1819, which was passed by the Governor General in Coun-

cil on February 5, 1819, further modified the jurisdiction of tho Board of Commis-

sioners of Behar and Benares by extending their authority, to the "districts of

Goruckpore," but removed from their management to that of the Board of Kevenue

at Calcutta " the districts of Dinagepore and Rangpore."

After the addition of the Gorakhpore district to their jurisdiction, the name of

this district is added to the title of the Board.

24. The last proceeding of this Board is dated Patna, the 9th April 1822.

" The records," writes Hunter, "are not of so much historic interest as the settle-

ment reports of the Western Board, yet they furnish a vivid picture of the state of

Behar at the very period at which least is known about it, namely, during the in-

terval between the conclusion of Buchanan's local researches and the enforcement of

the resumption laws." Its proceedings form eighty-three folio volumes.

25. In 1822 the Delhi territory was placed under the control of the Board of

Commissioners and this necessitated a reconstitution of the several Boards, which

was effected by Regulation III of 1822. The enactment directs :

" First The duties, powers, and authority at present exercised by the Board

of Commissioners in Behar and Benares, within the districts of Bhagulpore and

Purneah, shall from and after the 1st May next be vested in the Board of Revenue,

which shall continue to possess, exercise, and perform the duties, powers and authori-

ty now belonging to them in the districts subordinate to their authority, and shall

hereafter be denominated the Board of Revenue for the Lower Provinces.

"Second The duties, powers and authority at present exercised by the Board

of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces within the southern and

northern divisions of Bundelcund and the districts of Allahabad and Cawupore,
shall from and after the said date be vested in the Board of Commissioners ia

Behar and Benares, which shall continue to possess, exercise, and perform the

duties, powers and authority now belonging to them in the districts at present

subordinate to them, save as above provided, and shall be hereafter denominated

the Board of Revenue for the Central Provinces.
" Third The several districts of the ceded and conquered provinces, with

the exception of the districts above specified, shall continue, as hereofore, subor-

dinate to the Board of Commissioners, which Board shall be hereafter denominated

the Board of Revenue for the Western Provinces."

26. Thus the districts which Regulation III of 1822 entrusted to the control

of the Western Board were the Delhi territory and the districts of Bareilly, Eta-

wah, Farrukhabad, the Northern Division of Saharanpur, the Southern Division

of Saharanpur, Moradabad, Shahjahanpur, Agra and Aligarh. .

The proceedings of the Central and Western Boards constitute Series V and

IV of the Revenue Records of the Board at Allahabad.

27. Series IV. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue of the Western

Series iv, 1822 to 1829, Provinces, 1822 to 1829. On March 19, 1822, Mr. Holt
126 folio volumes.

Mackenzie, Secretary to the Government of India, addressed

tho following letter to Messrs. Alexander Ross and W. Fraser, Board of Commis-

sioners in the Western Provinces :

" His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council has this day
been pleased to appoint Mr. F. Perry to the situation of Third Member of your

Board, which is hereafter to be denominated the Board of Revenue in the Western

Provinces.

"
2. The salary assigned to the situation of Third Member is sicca rupees

four thousand per annum.

"3. The appointment of Mr. Perry is provisional only, and is to take effect

from the date on which he may return to the Presidency and announce his accept-
ance of the appointment; in the meantime Mr. W. Ewer has been nominated to

officiate as Third Member of your Board."

Mr. Pdrry did not accept the appointment and Mr. Ewer was confirmed.
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28. As we have alrealy seen, the jurisdiction of the Western Board extcn led

over the following districts, in addition to the Delhi territory: Bareilly, Etawuh,

Farrukhahad, Shahjahanpur, Agra, Aligarh, Meerut, and the Northern and Sou-

thern divisions of Saharanpur.

Gorakhp'ir had already been placed under the Board of Commissioners in

Behar and Benares, and, as we have seen, Regulation III of 1822 placed in addition

to Gorakhpur and the Province of Benares the following districts under the control

of the Board in the Central Provinces : Allahabad, Cawnpore, Banda and Kalpi.

The transfer of these four districts was not actually effected until September

1822, there being some delay in carrying out the provisions of the regulation.

29. The jurisdiction of the Boar I in the Ddlhi territory was not limited to tho

superintendence of tho collection of the revenues. The Board was vested with

both revenue and judicial powers in that tract.

On Muruh 26, 1819, a Commissioner had been appointed in the Delhi terri-

tory, who had under him four assistau ts, one for each of the divisions of the terri-

tory, namely, the Central, Northern, Western, and Southern division. The assistants

were collectors of land revenue and presided over the revenue, civil and criminal

courts ; they were empowered to refer to Sudder Ameens all civil suits in which

the sum at stake did not exceed Rs. 1,000. From the Sudder Ameen an appeal lay

to the Assistant Commissiouer. The Commissioner had the power of granting a

special appeal to his own court from the decisions of his assistants, either after suoh

appeals or in the first instance. The Commissioner acted as a court of circuit.

Over the Commissioner was the Resident, who was authorized to withdraw from

the court of tho Commissioner any suit for political reasons.

30. This state of affairs persisted with but little change until 1822. On
February 14 of that year Government addressed a letter to the Board of Commis-
sioners stating that the Governor General in Council, "consequent to the transfer

of the chief Political duties in that quarter to the Resident in Malwa and Rajpoot-
ana, has determined to invest your Board with the superintendence of that)

territory."

To compensate for the extra work then thrown upon the Board, Government
as we have seen, changed its constitution, appointed a Third Member and transferred

to the Board of Revenue in the Central Provinces (which had also been strengthened

by the appointment of an Additional Member) the districts of Kalpi, Cawnpor*
Banda and Allahabad.

"In the Delhi territory," runs the letter, "your Board will, like the civil

Commissioner, have to exercise both judicial and revenue powers."
Government further requested the Board to report upon the necessity of making

provision for the exorcise by the Members singly of authority.
31. The Board reported that it was necessary that Members should be allowed

to work separately ; accordingly Mr. Ross, tha Senior Member, was invested with

the political character of Representative of the Governor General at Delhi and the

immediate supervision of the affairs of the Delhi territory was entrusted to Mr.

Fraser, the Second Member of the Board. The earlier proceedings, at any rate,
of the Western Board relating to the Delhi territory were recorded separately from
those appertaining to the remainder of the territory under the jurisdiction of the

Board. Mr. Fraser himself settled most questions relating to the Delhi territory,

referring only the more important matters to the whole Board.

32. This arrangement persisted until October 22, 1825.

A Resolution of Government, dated May 20, 1825, runs: The authority of
that Board (i.e. the Board of Revenue in the Western Provinces) within the Delhi

territory will cease from the date on which Sir C. Metcalfe may assume charge of
his office (i.e. that of Resident of Delhi).

33. The separate proceedings of the Western Board relating to the Delhi

territory are entitled "Praceedinga of the Board of Revenue for the affairs of the

Delhi territory." The proceedinga for only the period May to December Ib22
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were found at Allahabad and these have been sent to the Government of the Punjab.

There are however in the ordinary proceedings of the Board of Revenue for the

Western Provinces from 1822 to 1825 many references to the Delhi territory, on

questions which Mr. Fraser did not feel competent to decide without reference to

the full Board.

34. The proceedings of the Board of Kevenue in the Western Provinces

compose 126 folio volumes.

The first proceeding is dated Camp Dooralla, zillah Meerut, 23rd April 1822,

present Messrs. Alexander Ross, William Fraser and Walter Ewer (not joined).

The last proceeding is dated Bareilly, the 'JSth February 1829, present Francis

Hawkins, Esq., Senior Member, the Second and Third Members absent on duty.

35. The members of this Board sat occasionally two or three together, but

more usually singly, various members being deputed either for special duty, as waa

done in the case of Mr. Fraser and the Delhi territory, or to tour through the

provinces. Members of the Board when on tour held separate proceedings. In

most cases these proceedings have been bound up separately from those of the

member, or members, sitting at head quarters, but as this arrangement h as not been

always adhered to it has not been feasible to further sub-divide this series. It must

suffice to state that the proceedings of Mr. Ewer, who was ou tour from October

1823 to February 1824, and from October 1824 to May 1825, those of Mr. Batson

on tour from October 1825 to January 1826, and of Mr. Newnham, who sat

separately from March 1827 to January 1829, have been bound up separately from

the proceedings of the main Board.

36. During the period of seven years through which it sat its jurisdiction un-

derwent a number of changes. In 1824 there was a considerable rearrangement in

the boundaries of tne various districts in the western part of the provinces. After

these changes had come into operation the jurisdiction of the Board comprised the

following collectorates : Agra, Aligirh, Bareilly, Bulandshahr, Mainpuri(Etawah),

Farrukhnbad, Saharanpur North, Saharanpur South (Meerut), Saidabad, Morad-

abad, Sahaswan and the sub-collectorates of Pilibhit, Etawah, Sirpura, Muzaffar-

nagar and Bela. Kumaun was added in 1814.

37. In 1825 the control of the Delhi territory was taken away from the Board

of Revenue in the Western Provinces, and the Government Resolution, dated May
20, 1825, divesting the Board of their jurisdiction in that tract of country says:

"The sphere of their jurisdiction embracing the collectorships and sub-collector-

Agr, Bareilly, Etawah,
eub-collectorship, Farrukh-

aba<J, Saharanpur, Nor-
thern and Southern divi-

eions, Meerut, Shahjab.au-
pur, Moradabad, Aliyghur,
BulundaUahr, Suheswau,

Bela Bub-colleotorship, ships noted in the margin, it appears to

mSSSfS&SZ beobviousl7 derirable that their head

ship, Muzaffarnagar sub- quarters should be fixed at some central
collectorship, Sailabad, , ... ...
Kumaun Commissioner- P' ace within their jurisdiction. Ine
shlp - Governor General in Council is dispos-

ed to think that Bareilly would be the most appropriate station, but beforecoming to

any final resolution His Lordship in Council in desirous of receiving a communi-

action from the Board of their sentiments on the subject.

3. When the Board Is relieved from the charge of the Delhi territory three Mem-
bers will apparently be amply sufficient for the due conduct of the public business,

although to the Senior Member will belong the same political duties as were attached

to that officer before the extension of the Board's authority to Delhi and although the

revision of the detailed settlement now in progress must obviously throw upon the

Board an extent of labour far exceeding what was necessary for the administration of

much more extensive provinces under the former system. Mr. Ewer's appointment,
as officiating Member of the Board, will consequently cease on Sir Charles Metcalfe's

assuming charge of the affairs of the Delhi territory.

"4. . . . The Board . . . will still retain the denomination of the

Board of Revenue for the Western Prrvinces."

In a letter, dated 1st December 1825, the Secretary to Government writes,
" Gov*

(Brnment has already decided that, as a temporary arrangement, the head quarterg
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of the Board ehall be fixed at Farrukhabad until the necessary buildings be ready

at Bareilly."

38. The Board of Revenue in the Western Provinces was abolished by

Regulation I of 1829 which appointed Commissioners of revenue and circuit on th

groundthat
" the system in operation for superintending the magistracy and the

police and for controlling and directing the executive revenue officers has been found to

be defective. The great extent of country under each of the Boards of Revenue hai

operated to impede them in the execution of the duties which belong to them as tribu-

nals, for the determination of all questions relating to the assessment of lands under

settlement and for the judicial decision of many other important cases, as the gene-

ral guardians of the fiscal interests of the State, as directors and superintendent!

over the executive officers, and as the confidential advisers of Government. For the

correction of the above defects, it has appeared to be expedient and necessary to

place the magistracy aud police and the collectors and other executive officers under

the superintendence and control of Commissioners of revenue and circuit, each vested

with charge of such a moderate tract of country as may enable,them to bo easy of

access to the people, and frequently to visit the different parts of their respective

jurisdictions, to confide to the said Commissioners the power now vested in the

courts of circuit together with those that belong to the Boards of Revenue, to be

exercised . . . the former under the authority of the Nizamut Adawlut, and

the latter under the instruction and control of a Sudder or Chief Board of Revenue."

39. Twenty Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit were appointed from

March 1, 1829, and of these nine had jurisdiction in the province of Agra. (Vide

paragraph 46 of this note.)

40. Before the enactment of Regulation I of 1829, Government, in a letter

dated the 30th December 1828, informed the Board of Revenue, Western Provinces,

that
"

it has been resolved to substitute for the existing Boards of Revenue Com-

missioners of Revenue and Circuit acting in their revenue capacity nnder the

directions of the Sudder Board at Calcutta. This arrangement is to take effect on

1st March 1829. Meanwhile Mr. Newnham, the Junior Member of the Board, is to

exercise the power of the Board in the Western Provinces, while Mr. Hawkins, it

Senior Member, is to proceed to the Presidency to take his seat as Senior Member of

the Sudder Board and Mr. Fraser (the second Member of the Board) is to proceed

to Dehli and arrange with the Commissioner all details connected with the dutiet

which will belong to him in that territory."

41. Writing of the Western Board, Sir William Hunter says, "the work of this

Board was very much the same as that of the Board of Commissioners which it

ucceeded, and its proceedings contain the results of the complicated local investi-

gations held nnder the settlement system of 1822. The excessive minuteness of that

system, which rendered it so difficult to work, enriches its records with a hundred

striking details that would have escaped a more comprehensive and practical

plan."

Series V 1822 to 1829,
42. Series V. Proceedings of the Board of Revenut

us volumes. in the Central Provinces, 1822 to 1829, 118 folio volumes.

This Board, as we have already seen, was constituted along with the Boards iu

the Western and Lower Provinces by Regulation III of 1822. It was composed of

three members. Its head quarters were at first at Patna and were subsequently

transferred to Allahabad ;
but the Members of the Board used to tour through the

Province under their charge.

43. The first proceeding of this Board is dated Patna, the 12th April 1822.

" W. O. Salmon, Esq., Senior Member (on leave).

J. Majorbauks, Esq., 3rd Member (not joined).

Present :

C. F. Fergusson, Esq., Officiating Senior Member.

Henry Newnham, Esq., Officiating Junior Member."

From January 1825 this Board classified its proceedings under three headi :

(1) Behar, (2) Benares and Gorakhpur, (3) Western districts.



In the majority of cases these proceedings are entered in separate leaves and

could be separated.

44. This Board, like that of the Western Provinces, was abolished by Regu-

lation I of 1829. Its last proceeding is dated Allahabad, the 28th February 1829.

Present : Robert Barlow, Esq., Officiating Member.

On March 1, 1829, Mr. Barlow became Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit

of the Allahabad division. He joined the Board only on February 17th in order

to take up his appointment as Commissioner from March 1st
;
he relieved Messrs.

Fergusson and Tilghman, regular Members of the Board, whose last meeting is dated

February the 13th, 1829.

45. Of this Board Sir William Hunter writes :

" The records exhibit the reasons for and working of a number of special legis-

lative Acts between 1822 and 1829, such as Regulation VI of 1822, extending the

Court of Wards Regulation to Benares ; Regulation VI of 1826, erecting Fatehpur
into a separate district out of six thanas in Allahabad, and four in Cawnpore : Regu-
lation IX of 1826, which transferred the superintendence of Customs from the

Patna Board to the Presidency ; Regulation VII of 1828 for administering the

Jagheer mahals of the Raja of Benares : besides the more general Regulations refer-

ring to that part of the presidency : e.g. IX of 1824, for the fifth settlement
; IX of

1825, II of 1826, IV of 1828, all connected with the settlement."

The records, he adds, form an invaluable administrative narrative of Behar and

many other districts now included in Bengal proper between the years 1822 and

1829.

46. From the 4th February 1829 to 30th July 1830 there is a hiatus in the

Board's records at Allahabad.

This is due to the fact that the Central and Western Boards were abolished by
Act I of 1829 and the greater part of their work undertaken by Commissioners of

Revenue and Circuit. The districts which compose the present province of Agra wera

divided into the following nine Commissionerships :

fSaharanpur," First division to contain the districts under the
| ]^[uz . garnao.ar

magistrates, collectors, joint magistrates and
-j

sub-collectors of
|

Meerut and

^Bulandshahr,

SAgra,
Aligarh and

Sydabad,

( Farrukhabad,

Third ditto- ditto ... f^'
Sirpoora ana

(^Etavvab,

f Moradabad,
Fourth ditto ditto ... 1 Nugeena and

vSaheswan,

/Bareilly,

Fifth. ditto ditto ... < Shabjahanpur ani

(.Pilibhit,

, Cawnpore,
Sixth ditto ditto ..J Belah and

I North Bundelcuud,

/Allahabad,
Seventh ditto ditto- ...) Fatehpur and

tfianda,

f Benares,

Eighth ditto ditto
...^ Mirzapur and

t Jaunpur,

/Gorakhpur,
Ninth ditto- ditto- ... \ Azamgarh and

vGhazipur.!'



47. The records of the first and 6fth divisions were destroyed in the mutiny.

Those of the remaining divisions exist in a more or less complete state in the offices

of the Commissioners of the corresponding divisions.

48. The Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit appointed by Regulation I of

1829 exercised the powers of the Board of Revenue and Court of Wards, subject to

the control of a Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort William, or, in the case of the

Commissioner of the first division, to that of the Resident at Delhi. The proceed-

ings of this Board are at Calcutta, in the record room of the Board of Revenue,

Bengal. The volumes from April 1829 to June 1830, which include along with

other correspondence copies of correspondence with the Commissioners of Revenue

for the first nine divisions, are twenty in number.

49. There are in the Board's record room at Allahabad classified lists of the

Board's correspondence with the Commissioners in the Upper Provinces aud au

index to these proceedings which were compiled for the use of the Board on deputa-

tion at Allahabad.

Series VI I83o-i 13 Series VI. Proceedings of the Sudder Board of
volume*. Revenue on deputation, 1830-1. These are bound up in

thirteen folio volumes.

I have not been able to find anything in the records at Allahabad that shows

how or why a part of the Sudder Board was placed on deputation. It may, how-

ever, be safely inferred that the districts which composed the first nine divisions

gave a good deal of work, which was of a different nature from that entailed by the

superintendence of Lower Bengal, so that it was found convenient to entrust to

particular Members of the Board the supervision of the Upper Provinces.

61. The first proceeding of thU Board is dated the 30th July 1830 and is

headed
" At a meeting of the Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation.

Present :

W. Eraser, Esq. \
Officiating Members."

R. M. Tilghman, Esq.
>

That this was the first meeting of the Sudder Board on deputation is, I think,

established by the fact that at the commencement of this proceeding there is n

mention of tlie proceedings of the last rneooing having been read a procedure which

took place at all subsequent meetings.

52. The work of the Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation served to demon-

strate the advisability of placing the Upper Provinces under a separate administra-

tion. Accordingly in 1831 a series of Regulations was passed which practically gave
these provinces an independent administrative existence.

Regulation VI of 1831 constituted a Supreme Court, both Civil and Criminal,,

for the North-Western Provinces.

This Regulation stated that "the distance from the Presidency of the districts-

comprised in the North-Western Provinces and the difference of their climate from

that of Bengal, are so great as to deter individuals from personally resorting

to the highest appellate authority to obtain redress against any act or orders

of the subordinate courts," abrogate-! the previous jnrisdiction of the Presidency
Sudder Dewany and Nizamut Adawluts in the North-Western Provinces and erected

a new Supreme Civil and Criminal Court at Allahabad. The powers of the new

tribunal extended over "the Province of Benares, the Ceded -and Conquered

Provinces, including the districts of Meerut, Saharanpur, Muzaffaruag.ir and

Balandshahr, which are now subject to the Commissioner of Delhi " and included

criminal jurisdiction in the Province of Kumaun and the Saugar and Nerbudda
Territories,

53. This regulation was passed on the 1st November 1831 and on the same

day Regulation X became law, transforming the deputation of the Sndder Revenue
Board then sitting in the Upper Provinces into a Supremo and independent Board
of licveuue. The territorial jurisdiction of the new body was substantially the same
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as that of the new Sadder Court, which was likewise to be ordinarily settled at Allah-

abad. This jurisdiction was made up on the one hand at the expense of the Resi-

dent of Delhi, who lost the revenue powers vested in him by the law of 1829 over

the districts of the Northern Doab, namely, Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar, Meerut and

Bulandshahr; and on the other hand, at the expense of the Presidency Board of

Revenue, which lost its control over the Province of Benares and the remaining

districts in the Upper Provinoas.

54. These two regulations, constituting a sudder court and Board of Revenue,

ame into force oa the 1st of January 1832. As a matter of fact the- proceedings of

the Board held in .January and the greater part of February are entitled the pro-

eedings of the Board of Revenue on deputation. This fact led Sir Willifcm Hunter

to stata " the last proceeding of the Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation

July is a misprint for seems to have been that of a meeting of the Sudder Board

Fbruary. on deputation, dated the 21st July* 1832.

" Present : Messrs. R. M. Bird and W. Fraser, Officiating Members, but the

records rendered it doubtful whether the meeting of the 24th does not belong to

this series."

In my opinion reliance ought not to be placed on the headings of the proceed-

ings, which were copied out by poorly-paid clerks. Regulation X of 1831 did not

in any way affect the continuity of the proceedings of the Board. Those held on

the 7th February 1832 at which Messrs. Frasar and Tilghman were present are

kaaded ''Sudder Board of Revenue oa deputation." Gaming to the next meeting

that of the 14th Februiry, at which the above two Members were present we find

that the pages on which the proceedings are written are headed, "Sudder Board of

Revenue on deputation," but the proceeding itself is entitled
" At a meeting of the

Sudder Board of Revenue."

On both the page headings and the proceeding itself of the meeting held on

17th February, attended by Messrs. Bird and Fane, we find the Board called " Tha

Sudder Board of Revenue." At this meeting the proceedings of 14th February
were read and approved.

At the next meeting that of February 21st the Board is styled in both placet
" TheSudder Board of Revenue on deputation."

At the meeting held on February 24th the Board is styled
" Sudder Board of

Revenue, Allahabad," at the top of the page ; but in the heading to the proceeding
itself it is called " The Sudder Board of Revenue," the words " on deputation

"

having been added in a different handwriting. At this meeting Messrs. Bird and

Fane were present and they read and approved of the proceedings held on the 21st.

In both places the Board, consisting of the same members, which met on

February 28th, is described as the " Sudder Board of Revenue in the Western Pro-

yinces." It is thus clear that but little reliance can be placed upon the designation

given to the Board in the copies of the proceedings.

The Regulation constituting the Board states that its provisions are to hava

effect from the date of its promulgation, and this date appears to have basn January
1, 1832 (vide letter of the Deputy Secretary to Government, dated the 29th Nov-
ember 1831, to the Sesretary to the Governor General in Council, Judicial depart-

ment, which was read in the proceedings of the Board for January 3, 1832.)

For this reason I have made the pncaodings of the Sudder BDard of Revenua

on deputation end with the year 1831 and those of the Sudder Board in the North-

Western Provinces begin with the year 1832.

The matter is of little importance, since, as has already been said, there is no

break in the continuity of the proceedings owing to the change in the Board'i

designation, and the only reason for dealing with the subject at such length is that

under the present arrangement the numbers of this and the uext series differ from
those given in Sir William Hunter's note.

series vit, 1832 to 1855,
55. Series VII. Proceedings of the Sudder Board of

S82 volumes.
Revenue, North-Western Provinces, 1832 to 1855. Thea

re bound up in 582 folio volumes.
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This Board, created by Eegulation X of 1S31, still exists. Changes have, from

time to time, been made in its jurisdiction. Thus Regulation V of 1832 placed the

Delhi territory under the control of this Board, aad the Board continued to exer-

cise such jurisdiction until Act XXXVIII of 1858 was passed, This Act repealed

Regulation V of 1832, except as regards the " Eastern pargapas
" on the left bank

of the Jumna.

lu-gulation I of 3833 transferred the superintendence of salt, opium, customs

and town duties from the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium at the Presidency to

the Suclder Board of Revenue ab Allahabad. Thus the latter from that date

became completely independent of the Presidency and exercised control over all the

revenues of the Upper Pi-oviuces.

As has been said above, this series dates from the beginning of January 1831,

and ends with the proceedings held at a sitting of the Board, dated Agra, the 17th

April 1S55, the head quarters of the Board meanwhile having been removed to Agra.
56. From April 17, 1855, the Board ceased to record its proceedings in full.

From June 1854 until 1873 they were recorded in an abbreviated form.

57. Series VIII. Abstracts of proceedings of the Sudder Board of Revenue,

Series vin, 1851 to North-Western Provinces, June 1854 to December 1857.

1857, 34 volumes. This series of abstracts runs on until 1873, but as my investi-

gations arc limited to pre-mutiny records, I have made the present series end in

December 1857 and not in 1873.

The abstracts from June 1854 until 1857 inclusive are bound up in thirty-four

volumes. Usually the proceedings of one month form a single volume
; sometimes

however the proceedings of a whole quarter have been bound up together. The

series is not quite complete. For May 1856, the proceedings of May 20th, 23rd,

and 27th only have been abstracted and the abstracts of the proceedings for July,

August and the first three weeks of September 1857, are not forthcoming.
58. These abstracts are arranged in parallel columns, the letters received

being entered in the left hand column and the replies and letters issued recorded in

the right hand column. The abstracts are sufficiently full to give all the necessary
information. It will be noticed that whereas the proceedings are copied out in full

until April 17, 1855, the series of abstracts dates from June 1854; hence for about

ten months there exi-t both the proceedings in full and the abstracts.

59. Indices to the Proceedings. A feature of the Board's pre-mutiny records

Indicet to the proceed-
is the existence of a large number of volumes of so-called

indices to the proceedings ;
a few of them have a right to the

name index, but most of them are more properly described as classified chronolo-

gical lists. Each of the series above described has its own series of index volumes.

60. Series I. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort William, 1803

to 1807. To this series belong four volumes of indices. The

method adopted in the compilation of these indices was to

take the proceedings for each mouth and index them. Thus there are twelve sepa-

rate indices for each year.

61. Series II. Proceedings of the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded

and Conquered Provinces, 1807 to
.
1822. The volumes of

indices for this series are 21 in number. The index in the

last volume relates to the proceedings of both this Board and of that of the Western

Provinces (series IV). Hence I describe it as half a volume aa regards series II.

These indices have been compiled in a manner different to that adopted for tha

previous series. The proceedings for a whole or half a year are taken and indexed,

a head being given to each district, to the Governor General in Council, Circulars,

Mint, Miscellaneous, and occasionally to one or more other subjects. Up to and

including the year 1817 there is one index for each complete year; this is bound

sometimes in one volume and sometimes in two.

From, and including, the year 1818 there are two separate indices for each year,

one covering the six mouths January to June and the oilier covering the second half

of the year.
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This series of indices is distinctly useful. I tested it and found that any letter

relating to a particular district can be turned up with ease, since the index gives the

date of the consultation in which the document was discussed and the serial number

of the document in the consultation.

62. Series III. Proceeding* of the Board of Commissioners for the Pro-

vinces of Benares and Behar, 1816 to 1822. The index

volumes to this series are 9 in number, the fraction .being

due to the fact that the index volume for 1822 relates to the proceedings of both this

Board and that which was constituted for the Central Provinces in 1822 and whose

proceedings form series V.

These volumes are scarcely worthy to be called indices. They are merely

chronological lists of letters classified under certain comprehensive heads. For the

year 1816 separate heads are not given even for the various districts under the con-

trol of the Board, the indexed heads being chiefly the officers with whom the corre-

spondence was conducted. In the later volumes however each district is the subject

of a separate index head.

There is a separate index volume for the proceedings for each of the years

1816, 1817 and 1818, two volumes each for those of the years 1819, 1820 and 1821,

while the single volume for the proceedings of the year 1822 includes those of both

the Board of Commissioners for Benares and Behar and the Board of Revenue in-

the Central Provinces.

In addition to the 9| volumes of indices for this series there are a number of

diary lists of letters received and issued. These will be described hereafter.

63. /Series IV. The proceedings of the Board of Revenue for the Western

Provinces, 1822 to 1829. The indices to this series form 17|
volumes. The meaning of the half volume is explained in

paragraph 61. There are two separate indices for each year, one for the first and

the other second half of the year.

In addition to the two half-yearly volumes of indices there are two additional

volumes for the year 1827 and one for the year 1828, thesa being the index

volumes to the separate proceedings held by Mr. Newnham already referred to.

64. Series V. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue in the Central Pro-

vinces, 1822 to 1829. The index volumes of this series are 7

in number half for the year 1822 and one for each of the

succeeding years.

From the year 1825 onwards there are three separate indices for each year,

relating to the proceedings o f the Board for Behar, Benares, and the Western dis-

tricts respectively.

Owing to the fewness of the heads indexed these volumes are not very useful

as indices
;
moreover some of them are incomplete. Several of the laounce I have

filled from the record room of the Commissioner of the Allahabad division where I

found part of the index for the year 1828 and nearly all that for 1829.

65. As has already been stated (paragraph 49) there are at Allahabad :

(1) a classified list of the letters issued by the Sudder Board between

April 1829 and July 23, 1830;

(2) an index to the proceedings of the Sudder Board relating to the Western
Provinces.

These do not belong to any of the above series. In the latter part of the index
volume there is an index to the proceedings of theSudder Board on deputation from

July 30, December 1830, whch forms part of series VI to be described.

66. Series VI. Proceedings of the Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation

yl
1830-1831. There are two and a half volumes of indices to
these proceedings. The half volume, i.e. that to the proceed-

of 1830 (30th July to end of December), has already been mentioned.

The other two volumes are

(1) Classified list of corrsspondence for first six months of 1831.

(2) Classified list of correspondence for the second half of 1831.
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67. Series VII. Proceedings of the Sudder Boated of Revenue in the

Western Provinces. 1832 to 1855. The index volumes or claa-
Series VII. , ..

sined lists ot correspondence for tan series extend only up to

the end of 1854. They are made up iuto forty-eight volumes of forty-four half-

yearly volumes for the period 1833 to 1853 and four quarterly volumes of the year
1854.

These lists are classified according to the officers corresponded with
; there is thus

A head for each Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit, one for the Commissioner of

Delhi, one for the]Saiigor and Nerbuddu territories, one for Superintendent of

the Family Domains of the Maharaja of Benares, one for Government, one for the

Accountant, also such headings as circulars, miscellaneous, and minutes.

03. In addition to the above there is a series known as special indices to parti-

cular districts. These special indices have been made only for
Special lodicei.

some of the districts that came within the jurisdiction of the

Board for the Central Provinces, i.e. for the Gorakhpur, Benares, Ghazipur, Cawn-

pore, Bauda, Jauupur and Kalpi districts. Sir William Hunter in his note men-

tions one of these indices for the Azamgarh district. This volume caunob now bo

found ; and it was reported missing when Mr. D'Costa the present record keeper
assumed charge four years ago. Thus there are only seveu of these special indices.

lu the special indices each letter is entered iu chronological order in one of

three series, according as it appertains to lands, sayer, or is of a miscellaneous

nature. As the arrangement of the letters is chronological and not alphabetical

these volumes are not of great use as indices
; moreover, as detailed, below, each

covers but a brief period.

Nevertheless Sir William Hunter perhaps did not exaggerate when he wrote of

them "They exhibit every remarkable event that occurred and every important

point that arose in the administration of their respective districts during the period
to which they refer; and a person accustomed to the use of records can gather more
materials for a lifelike reproduction of the country, half a century ago, from these

tattered volumes than from all the printed sources put together."

They form a series of seven folio volumes:

(1) Special index to the Gorakhpur correspondence ... 1819 to 1829

(2) Benarea ... ... 1816 to] 828

(3) Ghazipur ... ... 1817 to 1829

(4) Cawnpore ... ... 1822 to 1829

(5) .
Banda ... ... 1822 to 1829

(0) Jaunpur ... ... 1818 to 1823

(7) Kalpi ... ... 1823 to 1829

69. Issue and receipt registers. A very brief abstract of every letter receiv-

Issue and receipt regis-
e'^ an(^ issued by each of the Boards was entered in a diary,

**" the letters issued being separated from those received.

When the various Boards of Revenue were replaced in 1829 by Commissioners of

Revenue and Circuit, these lists of letters issued and received, together with the

correspondence of which they formed a record, were handed over to the several

Commissioners, the proceedings containing copies of all the correspondence witti

their indices being retained for the use of the Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort

William.

In the offices of the Commissioners of the Benares, Gorakhpur, and Allahabad

divisions, these abstract registers of letters issued and received still exist, and are

referred to in the notes dealing with the pro-mutiny records of those divisional

offices.

70. When going through the records of the Commissioner's office at Allahabad

I came upon a number of these issue and receipt registers which related to districts

other ifran those comprised in the Allahabad division! (chiefly to Bengal districts)

and a number relating to letters of a general nature. These I have removed to

the Board's record room. The Bengal records have been retained because the
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This series of indices is distinctly useful. I tested it and found that any letter

relating to a particular district can be turned up with ease, since the index gives the

date of the consultation in which the document was discussed and the serial number

of the document in the consultation.

62. Series III. Proceedings of the Board of Commissionera for the Pro-

vinces of Benares and Behar, 1816 to 1822. The index

volumes to this series are 9 in number, the fraction being

due to the fact that the index volume for 1822 relates to the proceedings of both this

Board and that which was constituted for the Central Provinces in 1822 and whose

proceedings form series V.

These volumes are scarcely worthy to be called indices. They are merely

chronological lists of letters classified under certain comprehensive heads. For the

year 1816 separate heads are not given even for the various districts under the con-

trol of the Board, the indexed heads being chiefly the officers with whom the corre-

spondence was conducted. In the later volumes however each district is the subject

of a separate index head.

There is a separate index volume for the proceedings for each of the years

1816, 1817 and 1818, two volumes each for those of the years 1819, 1820 and 1821,
while the single volume for the proceedings of the year 1822 includes those of both

the Board of Commissioners for Benares and Behar and the Board of Revenue in.

the Central Provinces.

In addition to the 9} volumes of indices for this series there are a number of

diary lists of letters received and issued. These will be described hereafter.

63. Series IV. The proceedings of the Board of Revenue for the Western

Provinces, 1822 to 1829. The indices to this series form l?i

volumes. The meaning of the half volume is explained in

paragraph 61. There are two separate indices for each year, one for the first and

the other second half of the year.

In addition to the two half-yearly volumes of indices there are two additional

volumes for the year 1827 and one for the year 1828, these being the index

volumes to the separate proceedings held by Mr. Newnham already referred to.

64. Series V. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue in the Central Pro-

vinces. 1822 to 1829. The index volumes of this series are 7i
Series V.

in number half for the year 1822 and one for each of the

succeeding years.

From the year 1825 onwards there are three separate indices for each year,

relating to the proceedings o f the Board for Behar, Benares, and the Western dis-

tricts respectively.

Owing to the fewness of the heads indexed these volumes are not very useful

as indices
;
moreover some of them are incomplete. Several of the lacunce I have

filled from the record room of the Commissioner of the Allahabad division where I

found part of the index for the year 1828 and nearly all that for 1829.

65. As has already been stated (paragraph 49) there are at Allahabad :

(1) a classified list of the letters issued by the Sudder Board between

April 1829 and July 23, 1830;

(2) an index to the proceedings of the Sudder Board relating to the Western
Provinces.

These do not belong to any of the above series. In the latter part of the index
volume there is an index to the proceedings of the Sudder Board on deputation from

July 30, December 1830, whch forms part of series VI to be described.

66. Series VI. Proceedings of the Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation

MVI
1830-1831. There are two and a half volumes of indices to
these proceedings. The half volume, i.e. that to the proceed-

ijigs of 1830 (30th July to end of December), has already been mentioned.

The other two volumes are

(1) Classified list of corrsspondence for first six months of 1831.

(2) Classified list of correspondence for the second half of 1831.
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67. Series VII. Proceedings of the Sadder Board of Revenue in the

Western Provinces, 1832 to 1855. The index volumes or olas-
Series VII. . j i.

sified lists or correspondence for this series extend only up to

the end of J854. They are made up into forty-eight volumes of forty-four half-

yearly volumes for the period 1833 to 1853 and four quarterly volumes of the year
1854.

These lists are classified according to the officers corresponded with
; there is thus

a head for each Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit, one for the Commissioner of

Delhi, one for theJSaugor and Nerbudda territories, one for Superintendent of

the Family Domains of the Maharaja of Benares, one for Government, one for the

Accountant, also such headings as circulars, miscellaneous, and minutes.

68. In addition to the above there is a series known as special indices to parti-

cular districts. These special indices have been made only for
Special Indicei.

some of the districts that came within the jurisdiction of the

Board for the Central Provinces, i.e. for the Gorakhpur, Benares, Ghazipur, Cavvn-

pore, Banda, Jaunpur and Kalpi districts. Sir William Hunter in his note men-

tions one of these indices for the Azamgarli district. This volume cannot now bo

found
;
and it was reported missing when Mr. D'Costa the present record keeper

assumed charge four years ago. Thus there are only seven of these special indices.

In the special indices each letter is entered in chronological order in one of

three series, according as it appertains to lauds, sayer, or is of a miscellaneous

niture. As the arrangement of the letters is chronological and not alphabetical
these volumes are not of great use as indices

; moreover, as detailed below, each,

covers but a brief period.

Nevertheless Sir William Hunter perhaps did not exaggerate when he wrote of

them "They exhibit every remarkable efent that occurred and every important

point that arose in the administration of their respective districts during the period
to which they refer; and a person accustomed to the use of records can gather more
materials for a lifelike reproduction of the country, half a century ago, from the--e

tattered volumes than from all the printed sources put together."

They form a series of seven folio volumes :

(1) Special iudex to the Gorakhpur correspondence ... 1819 to 1829

(2) Benares ... ... 181G to ]828

(3) Ghazipur ... ... 1817 to 1829

(4) ,, Cawnpore ... ... 1822 to 1829

(5) Banda ... ... 1822 to 1829

(6) Jaunpur ... ... 1818 to 1823

(7) Kalpi ... ... 1823 to 1829

69. Issue and receipt registers. A very brief abstract of every letter receiv-

Issue and receipt regis-
e -^ an(^ issued by each of the Boards was entered in a diary,

*" the letters issued being separated from those received.

When the various Boards of Revenue were replaced in 1829 by Commissioners of

Revenue and Circuit, these lists of letters issued and received, together with the

correspondence of which they formed a record, were handed over to the several

Commissioners, the proceedings containing copies of all the correspondence witu

their indices being retained for the use of the Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort

William.

In the offices of the Commissioners of the Benares, Gorakhpur, and Allahabad

divisions, these abstract registers of letters issued and received slill exist, and are

referred to in the notes dealing with the pre-mutiny records of those divisional

offices.

70. When going through the records of tho Commissioner's office at Allahabad

I came upon a number of these issue and receipt registers which related to districts

other itan those comprised in the Allahabad division! (chiefly to Bengal districts)

and a number relating to letters of a general nature. These I have removed to

the Board's record room. The Bengal records have been retained because the
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proceedings relating to the districts in question are in the office of the Board of

Revenue at Allahabad. These issue and receipt registers form two more or less

continuous series:

I. Eleven volumes of despatch registers from ... 1818 to 1829

II. Twenty- six volumes of receipt registers from ... 1816 to 1829

Some of them include letters issued and received in the Customs department.

I do not think they are of much value, but they have been retained as they may

prove useful in assisting the tracing of letters required for referenr-.e.

70. From March 1, 1829, until July 30, 1830, as we Lave seen, the Sudder

Board of Revenue at Fort William supervised the revenue administration of the

Commissioners iu the Western Provinces, hence the issue and receipt registers of

that period would be at Calcutta, if they have been preserved.

We could expect to find only those from July 30, 1830, onwards in the office

of the Board at Allahabad. As a matter of fact I have not been able to discover

any of the year 1830, but from the beginning of 1831 onwards the series of issue and

receipt registers is practically complete.

71. In his note on the records of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad, Sir

William writes, "Since 1855 I have not been able to find any regular volumes of

indices, but the despatch, registers and receipt books serve the same purpose in a

less perfact manner."

This remark, in my opinion, sets too high a value on the volumes of so-called

indices. These are in most cases merely classified lists of correspondence arranged

chronologically, the letters issued and those received being classed together. The

brief abstracts of letters recorded in the despatch registers and recaipt books are

similarly classified (i.e. according to the official addressed by or addressing the

Board), and references to the date of the consultation, and the consultation numbers

are entered in the same way beside each brief abstract. Thus the only real differ-

ence between the so-cilled indices and the registers of letters issued and received is

that in tiie former both classes of letters are classified together, while in the latter

they are separated. Indeed so great it the similarity that one of the issuaand receipt

registers of 1831 was incorrectly labelled " Index register, 1831."

But on comparing the issue and receipt registers with the index volumes I waa

unable to find in the former some letters recorded in the latter, which show that

the registers of issues and receipts have not always been carefully prepared.

In the two volumes of issue and receipt registers for 1831 the letters issued

and received are recorded in parallel columns.

For 1832 and the years that follow there are separate registers for letters

issued and despatched.

From 1832 to the end of 1857 there are thirty-six volumes of these receipt

registers. As has already been said, the letters are classified according to the officers

from whom they were received. Against each abstract are entries of the date of

the letter, the date of the consultation at which it was considered, and the consulta-

tion number it bears in the proceedings or the abstract.

The issue registers for the period 1832 to 1857 inclusive consist of thirty-three

volumes. The volumes of 1835 to 1837 are missing and are supposed to have been

burned in the mutiny.

72. In this place mention may be made of the existence in the Board's office at

Allahabad of an index volume for the year 1790 for the proceedings of the Sudder

Board of Revenue at Fort William relating to the province of Benares.

73. Printed indices. In addition to the above-mentioned indices, there are a

number of what are called printed indices. Here again the term index is, in my
opinion, incorrectly applied to the volumes, since the arrangement of the subjects is

not alphabetical.

In order to render "available to Government, its officers, and the public, the

valuable information which at present lies buried in the old records "
of the Board

of Revenue, Mr, E. T. Atkinson, C.S., was directed in 1875 to prepare a general



index to the records. Mr. Atkinson proposed to proceed as follows, "to take the

113 volumes of indices (i.e. the manuscript indices dealt with above) from 1803 to

1854 and the eight volumes of special indices, and pick out from them all matters

of permanent interest ;
for the greater portion of them contains merely entries of

receipts of stamps, opium, pay bills, remittances and such like ephemeral matters.

These when once collected, should be arranged into (1) those matters affecting the

North-Western Provinces generally, (2) those affecting individual districts only."

For the general index Mr. Atkinson proposed the following heads :

(1) Regulations and discussions relating to their enactment.

I. Revenue

II. Settlement

I

f

I

I

I

III. Miscellaneous {

I. Revenue

(2) Collection of the land revenue, sales, farms, &c.

(3) Organization of revenue establishment.

(4) Provincial statistics.

(1) Regulations and discussions regarding the assessment

of the land tax.

(2) Tenures.

(3) Revenue-free grants, jagirs, &c.

(4) Organization.

(5) Periodical statistics.

(1) Customs.

(2) Excise.

(3) Sayer.

(4) Trade and prices.

(5) Agriculture.

(6) Vital statistics.

(7) Famines.

Each district index was to be arranged under the following heads:

(1) Mode of collection.

(2) Statistics of demand and collection.

(3) Suspensions, remissions and balances.

(4) Takavi advances.

(5) Land taken up for public purposes.

(6) Pensions.

(1) Parganawar assessments.

(2) Tenures.

(3) Revenue-free grants, jagirs, and jaedads, &c.

(4) Enquiries into condition of the non-proprietary body,

rents, and rent-law work.

(5) Alienations, sales, farms, &c.

(1) Experiments in agriculture, irrigation, &o.

(2) Hail, famines and blight.

(3) Customs.

(4) Excise.

(5) Sayar.

(6) Changes in area by transfers, <fec.

(7) List of district officers.

(8) District establishment.

(9) Miscellaneous statistics, &c.

74. Mr. Atkinson's printed indices, however, eventually appeared in a form

very different from that outlined above, and, as the Board did not approve of the

form in which these so-called indices appeared and considered them of little value,

the work of preparing them was not completed.

There are ten of these printed indices which deal with the more importact

correspondence of each district of the Agra and Allahabad divisions :

II. Settlement

III. Miscellaneous
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75. Agra division. Volume I, index to the Agra district, 1804 to 1854

Volume I index to the Tnis consists of annual lists of the more important corre-

Agra distrio't- spondeuce relating to the Agfa district, arranged chronologi-

cally, showing

(a) Date of consultation ;

(b) Number of document in the consultation j

(c) Nature of the document.

In this volume reference is facilitated by the fact that the subject word of each,

letter has been printed in heavy type in the margin. This has not been done in

the-case of any of the succeeding volumes.

Volume II. Index to the Etawah district (including Etah), 1803 to 1854. <

Volume II, index to This and the succeeding volumes are practically annual lists

the EtawaU district. of more important correspondence, arranged chronologically,

except that an attempt has bsen made to enter against each subject all the consul-

tations in the year in which it was dealt with.

Against each entry showing the subject of a letter are the date or dates of the/

consultation or consultations in which the document was considered and the num-

ber of the document in each consultation. The correspondence dealing with pen-

sions is separated from the other correspondence.

Volume III, index to Volume HI. Index to the FarruJchabad district, 1803,

(be Farrukhabad district.
f JS54.

Volume IV, Index to,
Volume "L.-~Indexto theMuttra and Mainpuri districts,

the Muttra dis'trict. jgSl to 1854.

Volume v, index to the Volume V. Index to the Aligarh district, 1804 to 1836..

Aligarh district.

index to the Allahabad 76- Allahabad division,

division.

(a) Bundelkhand division

Volume 1, Index to the Banda district, 1806 to 1854.

Volume 2, Index to (1) the Kalpi district, 1818 to 1829, (2) the Hamirpur-

district, 1829 to 1854.

(b) The old Allahabad division

Volume I, Index to the Allahabad district, 1803 to 1854.

Volume II, Index to the Cawnpore district, 1803 to 1854.

Volume III, Index to the Fatehpur district, 1816 to 1854.

Miscellaneous Kevenue ?7. MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE B.ECOBDS. These Consist

Secords. Of gve volumes :

(1) Copies of letters received by the collector of Gorakhpur from the Board

of Commissioners, 1801 to 1802.

(2) Copies of letters received by the collector of Gorakhpur from

(a) the Board of Commissioners, 1801 to 1803.

(b) the Board of Revenue, 1803 to 1807.

(c) the Board of Commissioners, 1807 to 182,0*

(3) Copies of letters received by

(a) the Board of Commissioners, 1801 to 1803.

(b) the Board of Revenue, 1805 to 1807.

(c) the Board of Commissioners, 1807 to 18-20.

from the collector of Gorakhpur.

(4) Copies of minutes and notes of Members of the Board of Revenue oai

varipus subjects, 1853 to 1859.

(5) Printed copies of circulars issued by the Board of Revenue, -1854 to 1856.

78. CUSTOMS RECOBDS. The various Boards exercised control over the

customs revenue in addition to the land revenue: but the
Customs records.

customs work was comparatively unimportant and the-

Boards were not able to devote much time to it as they themselves admitted, hence the-

customs records have not been kept in the. careful manner that characterises

zevenue recor,ds_,
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Indeed the pre-mutiny customs records which were found in the Board's record

room when it was searched amounted to only four volumes.

However a number of the customs records which were discovered in the Com-

missioner's office at Agra have been transferred to the Board's office under the orders

of Government.

79. The history of the Customs department is outlined in the note on the pre-

mutiny records in the office of the Commissioner of the Agra division.

80. The pre-mutiny customs records now in the Board's office fall into the

following series :

I. Proceedings in the Customs department. Proceedings of the Board in

Proceeding, in the Cus- t" Customs Department, six volumes. The first three of

toms department. these volumes consist of isolated proceedings of various dates

between January 24, 1815, and December 18, 1828.

The papers which fill these three volumes appear to be original drafts from

which the full reports of the proceedings were copied. The correspondence with

which they deal is neither copied out nor abstracted, but merely referred to as

letter no. 1, 2, &o., with the date: hence they have little value except as showing

the manner in which the Board carried on its work in the Customs department

during the period to which they refer. The fourth volume of this series contains

full entries of the proceedings of the Sudder Board of Revenue at Allahabad in the

Customs department from April 3rd to June 29th, 1838.

The fifth volume of the series contains full entries of the proceedings of the

Sudder Board of Revenue at Allahabad in the Customs department from January

3 to June 30, 1840.

These two volumes contain a number of copies of letters from Mr. G. H. Smith,

collector of Customs of the North-West Frontier, who had so much to do with the

establishment of the Frontier Line.

The last volume of the series consists of the full proceedings of the Board in

the Customs department, for the first quarter of the year 1855.

81. //. Customs correspondence :

(a) Correspondence of the Board of Commissioners in
Customs correpondence. ,

_
the Ceded and Conquered Provinces

(i) Letters received, 1810 to 1821, three volumes.

(ii) Letters issued, 1810 to 1820, one volume.

(Hi) Circulars issued to collectors of customs, 1810 to 1821, one volume.

(b) Correspondence of Board of Revenue in the Western Provinces

(i) Letters received, 1826, one volume.

(ii) Letters issued, 1827 to 1828, one volume.

(Hi) Circulars issued, 1825, one volume.

(c) Correspondence of Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. Circulars issued

1826, one volume.

This correspondence has all been brought in from the office of the Commissioner

of the Agra division, as being of a provincial nature. Tho correspondence relating

to the customs houses in the Agra division is still at Agra. (Vide note on the pre-

mutiny records in the office of the Commissioner of the Agra division.)

82. THE RECORDS op THE MOFUSSIL SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS. The record*

Mofussil Special Com- ^ tne Mofnssil Special Commissioners have been transferred

Misaioner. under the orders of Government from the record room of the

Conamisssoner of the Allahabad division to that of the Board of Revenue, as being

records of provincial importance.

Regulation I of 1821 appointed two Special Commissions, to enquire into the-

numerous fraudulent sales of land for arrears of Government revenue that had

taken place prior to 1808 in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, mainly in the

districts of Allahabad, Cawnpore and Gorakhpur.

The Commission known as the Mofussil Special Commission conducted its

enquiries locally, first in the Cawnpore and then in the Allahabad district. Tha
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proceedings of the Mofussil Commissioners were controlled by the Sudder Commis-

sion which sat at Fort William.

The enquiries proved to be of a prolonged nature and were still being pursued

when Regulation I of 1829 appointed Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit who

relieved the Mofussil Special Commissions of their duties, and indeed one of the

Mofussil Special Commissioners, Mr. R. Barlow, was appointed Commissioner of the

Allahabad division. Thus the records of the Mofussil Special Commissioners cover

the period 1821 to 1828. Unfortunately they are by no means complete. As the

record room of the Commissioner of the Allahabad division has been carefully

searched in vain, the missing records have undoubtedly been destroyed.

83. The records fall into five series :

Series i copies of
Series I Copies of letters issued by the Mofussil Oom-

lettcrs issued by the Mo- misfioners, eight volumes. The earliest letter is dated 28th
fussil Commissioners.

April 1821 and the last bears the date 1st March 1830.

From 1st March 1829 the newly-appointed Commissioners of Revenue and

Circuit assumed the duties of the Mofussil Special Commissioners; so that the

letters of this series for the period March 1829 to March 1, 1830, are from Mr.

R. Barlow, the Commissioner of the Allahabad division, who had formed one of

the Mofussil Commission.

This series is not complete. The book containing copies of letters issued

between October 1826 and December 1827 has been destroyed ; and in some of the

existing volumes one or two of the first or last pages are missing.

83. Most of the correspondence which constitutes this series is of an unimporU
ant nature. A few of the letters however are important. Several of the important

letters appear in " Selections from the Revenue Records of the North-Western

Provinces." Other important letters do not appear to have been printed, notably

letters dealing with the dispute between the Sudder and Mofussil Commissioners

regarding the meaning of the term "undue influence " used in clause I, section

III of Regulation I of 1821, the rules of practice of the Mofussil Commissionera

in the Allahabad and Cawnpore districts, the minutes of each member of

the Commission relating to the proposal of the Sudder Commission to simplify

the procedure of the Mofussil Commissioners, &c.

85. Series II Letters received by the Mofussil Special Commissioners from

Series II -Lettera re-
Marcfl 1821 to May 1829 > tflree Volumes. This series con-

ceived by the Mofussil tains some interesting letters, including a copy of the circular

issued on 12th December 1801 by the Lieutenant Governor

of the ceded provinces (the Hon'ble Henry Wellesley) to collectors, directing
them how to proceed on assuming charge of the newly ceded districts

;
and original

letters bearing the signatures of Ochterlouy, Macnaghten, and other well-known

persons.

series in.-judgments
86 ' Seriea HI Judgments or decisions of the Mo-

or decisions of the Mofus- fussil Special Commissioners. This series, which is very
gil Special Commissioners. . ,

incomplete, consists of three volumes

Volume I contains copies 01" judgments delivered at Cawnpore from October

23, 1821, to November 30, 1821.

Volume II contains copies of judgments delivered at Cawnpore from 27th

January 1823 to 4th July 1823.

Volume III contains copies of judgments delivered at Allababad from 27th
November 1824 to January 27, 1825.

Series iv.-oders and
87t Series IV Orders and precepts of the Sudder

C^ial Commis
b

s1one

U

r

d

s

d*r SPecial Commissioners. This series consists of two Yolumes
which cover the periods August 1821 to June 1822 and

Pecember 1825 to January 1828.
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The Oudh records.

88. Series V Abstract statements of causes decided by the Mofussil Special

Commissioners. This series consists of two volumes which

statements of cauea de- cover the periods April to December 1SU1 and February 1823
cid.d by the Mufussil ^ February ^29. In the latter volume som statements r
opscial Commissioners

missing.

THE OUDH RECORDS.
89. When the revenue administration of the affairs of Oudh was transferred to

the Board of Revenue, the Oudh records were placed in the

Board's record room at Allahabad.

As that province was acquired only in 1856, the pre-mutiny records relating

to it ure of necessity scanty.

90. By a notification dated 15th March 1856, published in the Agra Govern-

ment Gazette of 8th April 1856, the Province of Oudh was divided into four division!

each presided over by a Commissioner.

Each division consisted of three districts :

(Sitapur.
... < Mahmundea.

(.Bilgironw.
f Lucknow.

> ... ,,, < Darriabad.

(. Poorwah.

1st division, Sitapur

2nd Lucknow

3rd

4th

Bahraich

Fyzabad

Bahraich.
.< Goiida.

(.Mullapore.
f Fyzabad.
< Sultanpur.
(. Salone.

91. It was found to be impracticable to classify the Oudh papers by divisions;

accordingly I have had them made up into files, which have been pasted in six guard
books. The following table shows the nature of each fil and the number of the

guard book which contains it :

Number of guard
book.



Number of guard
book.



Notes on the Pre-mutiny Records of the

Meerut Division.





A NOTE ON TEE PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COMMISSIONER OF THE MEERUT DIVISION.

MR. R. P. DKWIIURST visited the record room of the Commissioner of the

Meerut division in 1903 and found that it contained no pre-mutiny records, save a

few papers of the year 1S35 relating to the Dehra Dun district. He, however,

discovered in the office of the Commissioner of Agra some records appertaining to

the Meerut division, and later I came upon a number of additional Meerut papere

at Agra.
2. The existence of Meorut records at Agra is to be accounted for as follows :

The office of Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit was not constituted until March

1, J829
; prior to that date Collectors and Magistrates corresponded directly with

Government and the Board of Revenue.

3. The Board of Commissioners handed over to each of the Commissioners the

records appertaining to their respective divisions ; some of the records, however, do

not appear to have been so transferred and these remained in the Board's possession

for many years, and were probably inadvertently left at Agra when the head

quarters of Government were transferred from that place to Allahabad.

4. Further, the Aligarh district at one time formed part of the Agra division-

In 1829 the present Agra division together with the Aligarh district formed the

jurisdictions of two Commissionerships those of the 2nd and 3rd divisions, of

which the head quarters were at Agra and Farrukhabad respectively.

5. When the Aligarh district was subsequently transferred to the Meerut

division, the record keeper omitted to send all the Aligarh records to Meerut :

those that remained, together with a number of records of other districts, were

discovered at Agra, some by Mr. R. P. Dewhurst and some by myself.

6. Ib has not been possible to isolate all the Aligarh records because a num-

ber of them, as, for example, police reports, relate equally to the other districts of

the division
;
such are still at Agra.

7. As between 1829 and 1838 there were two Commissioners for the area

comprising the present Agra division and the Aligarh district, the records of the

Agra division comprise letters addressed to both Commissioners. Thus two copies of

all circular letters received by the Commissioner were filed. Instead of retaining

both copies at Agra I have removed one set to the Meerut divisional record

room.

8. As regards the customs records it is necessary to remember that the

Meerut customs house, when it was created by Regulation IX of 1810, was placed

in charge of a deputy collector, who was subordinate to the Collector of Government
Customs at Agra, and who communicated with superior authorities through that

officer. This explains why many of the early Meerut customs records are address-

ed to the Collector of Government Customs at Agra. This arrangement persisted

for only two or three years ;
the Meerut customs house being subsequently placed

under an independent Collector of Government Customs.

9. A custom house at Aligarh was established by Regulation XI of 1804.

This was placed in charge of the Collector of Revenue. Regulation IX of 1810

abolished the Aligarh custom house, so that the customs records after that year
relate only to the levy of town duties and the duty on salt.

10. About one-third of the Meerut divisional records were discovered at Agra
in 1904 by Mr. R. P. Dewhurst. That officer, being under the impression that

those records were all that existed relating to the Meerut division, had them

arranged chronologically (the letters issued and received forming but one series),

pasted in guard books and listed in volumes II, III and IV of his lists of records

in the Commissioner's office, Agra division.
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11. OQ going through the records of the Agra Commissionership that had

not been arranged by Mr. Dewhurst, I came upon a considerable number of addi-

tional records appertaining to the Meerut division. These I have wedged in, in

their proper places, among the papers arranged by Mr. Dewhurst, so that the

revenue and (where they exist) the judicial records relating to each district form

each a single series, and the same applies to the Meerut and Aligarh customs

records. Thus, Mr. Dewhurst's lists, while they convey a good general idea of the

nature of the Meerut divisional records, are by no means exhaustive.

12. The Meerut records consist of twenty -four guard books :

General correspondence. One volume of judicial and revenue circulars

received by the Commissioner between 1829 and 1857.

Correspondence relating to the Meerut district. Two volumes of revenue

correspondence, 1824 to 1829.

Correspondence relating to the Aligarh district. Ten volumes of revenue

correspondence, 1809 to 1841, one volume of judicial correspondence.

Correspondence relating to the Bulandshahr district. One volume of revenue

correspondence, 1824 to 1829.

Correspondence relating to the, Saharanpur district. One volume of revenue

correspondence, 1813 to 1829.

Correspondence relating to the Muzaffarnagar district. One volume of revenue

correspondence, 1824 to 1829.

Correspondence relating to Dehra Dun. One volume, 1855.

Customs records. Six volumes of Meerut custom house correspondence, one

volume of Aligarh custom house correspondence.

13. The records have been tied up in four bastas as follows :

Number of
Contents.

basta.

(One volume of general correspondence.

I Two volumes of Meerut revenue correspondence.

. J One volume of Bulandshahr correspondence,

j

One volume of Saharanpur correspondence.

| One volume of Muzaffarnagar correspondence.
. ^-One volume of Dehra Dun correspondence.

2 Six volumes of Meerut custom house correspondence.

3 Six volumes of Aligarh revenue correspondence, 1809 to

1820.

fFour volumes of Aligarh revenue correspondence, 1821 to

1841.

j
One volume of Aligarh judicial correspondence.

l^One volume of Aligarh custom house correspondence.

The 6th January 1911. D. DEWAR.



A note on (he Pre-Mutiny records in the office of the Collector of Meerut.

1. The pre-Mutiny records in the office of the Collector of Meerut consist

of

(a) six volumes of original letters received ;

(6) eighty-four volumes of copies of letters issued ;

(c) three miscellaneous registers;*

(d) seventeen index registers ;

(e) a nearly complete set of the pre-Mutiny gazettes of both the Government

of India and the Government of Agra.

2. The records were all arranged before I was placed on special duty, and,

although the arrangement is faulty, I have allowed it to remain as the volumes

are in good order. I have contented myself with dividing the various volumes into

proper series, recording on each volume the series to which it properly belongs.

3. The letters received. The letters received have been bound up in six

bulky volumes. They are, without exception, addressed to the Collector. All the

letters received by the Magistrate have been destroyed. The existing books of

letters received are the remnants of a number of volumes which were subjected to

rigorous weeding some years ago. In the course of this weeding more than 90

per cent, of the papers were destroyed, including all letters received in the years

1829 and 1830, and all but one received in 1831.

Fortunately the majority of the letters received in the early days of the

district appear to have been spared.

4. The earliest letter in the record is dated September 8, 1803, and is

addressed to W. Leycester, Esquire, Collector of Moradabad. This is followed by
a letter from Government to the same officer, dated October 2, 1803, directing

him to settle and collect the revenue of the district in the " Dooaub conquered
from Dowlut Raow, Scindia by the British arms".

As this territory was ceded to us by a treaty signed in December 1803, it is

evident that the British were in possession of and governing the country some

months before the date of its formal cession.

The conquered territory was divided by the British into the districts of

Etawah, Aligarh, and Moradabad. The boundaries of these districts were

provisionally fixed by a meeting of the three Collectors held at Koel in October

1803.

The Moradabad district so constituted consisted of 53 parganas and included

the greater part, if not all, of the present districts of Meerut, Muzaffarnagar,

Saharanpur, Bulandshahr, and Moradabad. The Collector was designated the

Collector of Moradabad, and this explains how it is that the earliest letters in

the Meerut records are addressed to the Collector of Moradabad. They belong

equally to all the above districts and constitute volume 1 of the letters received,

which covers the period September 1803 to September 1804.

5. Volume 2 of letters received covers the period September 1804 to

February 1805. The letters in this volume are nearly all addressed to the Collector

of Saharanpur, as are those in the earlier part of volume 3. It is not until

October 1818 that the letters in the Meerut records are addressed to the Collector of

Meerut.

In order to explain this it is necessary to relate briefly the history of the

origin of the present Meerut and Saharanpur districts. This is the more necessary
because their mode of origin does not appear to be correctly set forth in the

gazetteers.

On page 137 of the gazetteer of the Saharanpur district we read "A week
later (that is, after the meeting of the three Collectors at Koel in October 1803

* On March 3, 1900, the following pre-Matiny registers were destroyed :

Three salary bill books ;

one miscellaneous bill book ;

one register of lands sold for arrears of revenue between 1834 and 1839.
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mentioned above) it was directed that this division (Moradabad) should be split up
into two portions, the northern including the existing district of Saharanpur and

about half of Muzaffaruagar : this was entrusted to the charge of the Resident at

Delhi : while the remainder was attached to Moradabad. The arrangement was

obviously a make-shift, and in August 1804 the northern division became a

separate district with head quarters at Saharanpur." I can find nothing in the

Meerut records to show that any part of the original Moradabad district was placed

in charge of the Resident at Delhi.

The records contain a letter dated June 19, 1804, from Mr. G. D. Guthrie,

Assistant Collector, Saharanpur, addressed to Mr. Leycester, the Collector of

Moradabad, in which the former officer alludes to the settlement of pargana Thanna

made by him.

From this it would appear that previous to June 1804 an assistant collector

for Saharanpur had been appointed and that he was subordinate to the Collector

of Moradabad. In August 1804 Guthrie was made Collector of the zillah

Saharanpur, but his district did not, as the gazetteer states, consist only of the

Saharanpur and the northern half of the Muzaffarnagar district : it included the

whole of the present Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar, and Meerut districts. This

is rendered clear by the following extract from a letter dated November 19, 1804,

from the Collector of Moradabad to Mr. Guthrie, Collector of Saharanpur :
" 1

beg leave to consult your opinion and wishes as to receiving charge of the

Phouzdarry department of the pergunnahs of Meerut, &c., in the Dooab as well an

the Revenue department. I am perfectly willing to make it over to you or retain

it as you may consider best."

A reply to this letter was rendered unnecessary by the creation a few days

later of two separate magisterial jurisdictions in the Saharanpur district.

"I am directed to state", writes Mr. Fombelle, Secretary to Government,

department of Ceded and Conquered Provinces, to Mr. Guthrie, "that His

Excellency the Most Noble the Governor in Council has been pleased to determine

that two zillah courts of judicature shall be established in the division of the

Conquered Provinces hitherto denominated the zillah of Saharunpore according to

the following boundaries and denominations, viz.: The southern division of

zillah of Saharunpore, bounded by the river Ganges to the east, the river Jumna to

the west ;
the zillah of Allyghur to the south, and a line drawn from the right

bank of the river Ganges parallel with the town of Muzzuffernaghur to Ramroy
ghat on the left of the river Jumna to the north. The northern division of the

zillah Saharunpore : bounded by the river Ganges to the east ; the river Jumna

to the west ;
the southern division of zillah Saharunpore to the south

; and

Sirinaghur hills to the north. The Governor General in Council has been pleased

to fix the residence of the Judge and Magistrate of the southern division of the

zillah of Saharunpore at, or in the immediate vicinity of, the town of Meerut, and

that of the Judge and Magistrate of the northern division of the zillah of

Saharunpore at, or in the immediate vicinity of, the town of Saharunpore. His

Excellency in Council has also been pleased to determine that the jurisdiction

of the Collector of the revenue of the zillah of Saharunpore shall be extended

to both the divisions of that zillah
;
and that the residence of the Collector shall be

fixed at, or in the immediate vicinity of, the town of Meerut."

This letter further notifies that Mr. Guthrie is appointed Collector of

Saharanpur, with his head quarters at Meerut, on a salary of Rs. 2,000 per mensem

plus a commission on the sale of spirits and drugs and stamped paper. It also

appoints that officer Collector of Government Customs on a commission of 2J

per cent.

6. Thus from the end of 1804 there was one Magistrate for the northern

division of Saharanpur (Saharanpur) and another for the southern division (Meerut),

but only one Collector for both divisions, whose head quarteis were at Meerut, but

who was called the Collector of Saharanpur. It was not until October 1818 that

that officer came to be designated the Collector of Meerut. In that year certain

territorial changes were made. The northern division of Saharanpur (which ahd
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for some years been in the immediate charge of an assistant collector on deputation)

was removed from the supervision of the Collector of Saharanpur (i.e., Meerut) and

plsiced under a separate Collector who henceforth was known aa the Collector of

Saharanpur : while the original Collector of Salmrunpur, who hud always been at

Meerut, became the Collector of Meerut. The district of the Litter was the

old southern division of Saharanpur to which were added some parganas from

Aligarh.

In 1824 the northern part of the Meerut district was cut off to form part of

the new district of Muzaflaroagar, and the southern portion was split up into the

districts of Meerut and Bulaudshahr.

7. From the foregoing it is evident that the Meerut revenue records between

September 1803 and September 1804 relate to the present districts of Moradabad,

Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar, Meerut, and Bulandshahr, while those of the period

1804 to 1818 relate to all the above districts except Moradabad.

However, most of the revenue records between 1813 and 1818 of Saharanpur

and the northern part of Muzaffaruagar are to be found in the office of the

Collector of Saharanpur, because from 1813 the northern division of Saharanpur

was placed in the immediate charge of an assistant collector on deputation ; and for

some months in 1817 Mr. Calvert, the assistant on deputation, acted as Collector

of the whole district.

8. Volume 3 of the letters received consists of letters addressed to the

Collector of Saharanpur between July 1805 and November 1811.

Volume 4 consists of letters received by

(a) The Collector of Saharaupur between January 1812 and June 1818.

(b) The Collector of Meerut between October 1818 and the end of 1850.

This volume contains some letters that do not belong to it, viz., some post-Mutiny

papers, and some revenue letters of 1854 and 1856, and some judicial letters of

1857. As however these wrongly inserted papers are not numerous and the volume

is in good condition I have allowed these papers to remain.

9. Volumes 5 and 6 of this series were made up in 1904 under the orders of

Mr. R. P. Dewhurst, who found "a few files of the year 1851 and six succeeding

years. . . kept in the old folded form and tied in bundles ".

Volume 5 consists of revenue correspondence of the years 1851, 1852, and 1853.

It contains a large number of letters relating to the sale of nazul property in various

parts of the Meerut district, and as these are in many cases accompanied by
sketch maps they may prove of value to the nazul officer.

Volume 6 consists of revenue correspondence of the years 1853, 1854, 1855,

1856, and 1857. It contains a few nazul papers, some revenue administration

reports, and a number of letters relating to muafi tenures and land taken up for

public purposes.

10. Th" letters issued. The letters issued have been copied into registers,

and as these have not been subjected to rigorous weeding, which is often another

name for wholesale destruction, they greatly outnumber the volumes of letters

received.

Tbe arrangement of the letters issued requires some little explanation.

In the office of the Collector of Meerut the registers of English records, both

pre and post-Mutiny, are classified according to their contents and fall into twenty-
five classes or parts, as they are called in the register in which they are listed.

Seven of these twenty-five parts contain pro-Mutiny records.

Part I. Consists of the six volumes of letters received which have been

described above.

Part II. Consists of, in addition to post-Mutiny records,

Fourteen volumes of index registers of letters received between 1805 and

1857.

One volume of copies of miscellaneous letters issued in 1805.
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Thirty-four volumes of copies of revenue letters issued to Government, the

Board of Revenue, and the Commissioner between 1818 and 1851.

Tart 111. Consists of, in addition to post-Mutiny records,

Thirty-three volumes of miscellaneous revenue letters issued between 1808

and 1853.

Three volumes of abkari letters issued between 1842 and 1863.

Part IV. Consists of, in addition to post-Mutiny records,

Three volumes of judicial letters issued to the Commissioner. These cover

the periods 1843 to 1848 and 1852 to 1855.

Part V. Consists of, in addition to post-Mutiny records,

Eleven volumes of miscellaneous judicial letters issued between 1837 and

1859.

Part VIII. Consists of, in addition to post-Mutiny records,

Two volumes of registers relating to land taken up for public purposes prior

to the Mutiny.

Part XVIII. Consists of, in addition to post-Mutiny records,

One volume of circulars issued by the Nizamat Adawlut in the period J841

to 1844.

The remaining "Parts" contain only post-Mutiny records.

I have no fault to find with this system of classification, but as regards the

pre-Mutiny records the system has not always been intelligently carried out.

Thus the individuals who arranged the records have overlooked the fact that,

prior to the year 1818, all kinds of revenue letters issued were copied in the same

register, and that it was only after 1818 that the cleavage took place between

letters sent to Government, the Board of Revenue, or the Commissioner and those

sent to all other officers.

Again, the index registers ought to have bee n formed into a special class.

11. In order to rectify, as far as possible, the mistakes in classification which

have been made, without disturbing the existing arrangement of the records, I

have written on each volume in red ink the number of the series to which it

belongs according to the following classification :

Series I. All revenue letters issued prior to 1818. This series consists of eight

volumes and covers the years 1805 and 1808 to 1818. It comprises volume 19 of

part II and volumes 1 to 7 of part III in che above explained classification.

Series II. Revenue letters issued to Government, the Board of Revenue, and the

Commissioner. This series consists of thirty-two volumes and covers the period 1818

to 1857. It comprises volumes nos. 15 to 29 and 30 to 46 (a) of part II.

Series III. Miscellaneous revenue letters issued front 1818 onwards. This series

consists of twenty-six volumes, namely volumes nos. 8 to 33 of part III.

Series IV. Letters issued from the abkari office. This series consists of three

volumes which cover the period 1842 to 1863. It corresponds with volumes 34 to

36 of part III.

Series V. Letters issued by the settlement officer. This series consists of two

volumes and covers the period 1835 to 1837. It corresponds with volumes 28 and

29 of part II.

Series VI. Judicial letters issued to the Commissioner. This series consists of

three volumes which cover the period 1843 to 1855. It corresponds with volumes

1 to 3 of part IV.

Series VII, Miscellaneous judicial letters issued. This series consists of eight

volumes and covers the period 1837 to 1858. It corresponds with volumes 1 to 3,

5 to 7, and 9 and 10 of part V.

Series VIII. Letters issued to the Sessions Judge. This series consists of two

volumes and covers the period 1843 to 1853. It corresponds with volumes nos. 4

to 8 of part V.

It should be noted that the dates I have given above are those of the earliest

and latest letters of each series. In some cases there are breaks in the series.

These breaks have been noted in the register in which these registers are listed.
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12. In addition to the registers containing copies of letters issued there are

seventeen registers made up of lists of letters received with the nature of the letter

against each entry. These lists are very full as regards revenue letters.

13. The miscellaneous registers. Only three miscellaneous registers have

been preserved, namely
Two registers of land taken up for public purposes.

One volume of copies of circular orders of the Nizamut Adawlut for the

years 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844.

14. The pre-Mutiny gazettes are

Forty-nine volumes of gazettes of the Government of India from 1832 to

1857 inclusive.

Sixteen volumes of the gazettes of the Government of Agra from 1841 to

1857 inclusive. The volume for the year 1850 is however missing.

The 18M October 1910. D. DEWAR.





A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY EECORDS IN THE OFFICE
OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DEHRA DUN.

THK pre-mutiny records at Dehra Dun are voluminous and possess more

than usual interest and importance.

They are interesting as relating to an extra-regulation tract, as containing

much of the correspondence of that remarkable person, the Hon'ble F. J. Shore,

and as affording materials for the history of the largo grants of land made in the

Dun to European arid Indian settlors.

That the records are of practical importance was demonstrated in a recent

suit to which the Secretary of State for India in Council was a party. The Mua-

sooree and Landour records, especially, are important owing to the uncertainty

which prevails, or did prevail until recently, as to the nature of the land tenures in

the hill settlements.

2. The records in the office of the Superintendent of the Dun are more

complete than those of most of the districts in the western part of the provinces,

having escaped the ravages of the most deadly foes of old records, viz. the muti-

neers in 1857, white ants, fish insects and the indiscriminate weeder.

3. After the defeat of the Gurkhas the Government of India, in a resolution

dated the 17th November 1815, ordered that Dehra Dun should be permanently
annexed to the British territory and attached to the Saharanpur district. The

copy of this resolution, which was sent to the Collector of Saharanpur, exists amotfg

the Saharanpur records.

On January 26, 1816, the Secretary to Government wrote to Mr. Grindall,

the Magistrate of the northern division of Saharanpur, transmitting a copy of the

proceedings of Government relating to the annexation of the Dun and stating that
" His Lordship in Council does not consider it to be expedient that the general laws

and regulations of the British Government for the administration of civil and

criminal justice in the western provinces should be immediately introduced into

the Deyrah Doon, and it will be sufficient for the present that such measures be

adopted, and such general control exercised by you, as may appear necessary for

the maintenance of an efficient internal police in that tract of country.

"You are accordingly desired to take charge of the Deyrah Doon from Mr.

Fraser,* and after personally ascertaining the
* That officer had been depnted from

. ,,.,,-
the Delhi Residency on January 20, stations where it may be proper to establish police

waiVAforganhe ^Joe'estabiish-
th'annahs to report the number and expense of the

establishment which it may be necessary to enter-

tain for the maintenance of the police and for the protection of the property of the

inhabitants.

" It will probably be convenient that the police thannahs and the tahsildaree

cutcherries should be established at the same places, and you are accordingly desired

in framing any arrangement of this nature to act in concert with Mr. Chamberlain

or the officer who may be directed to assume charge of the revenue of the Deyrah
Doon.

" In the trial of persona who may be charged with the commission of criminal

offences in the Deyrah Doon, you will conform to the general principles of the regu-

lations in force in the ceded and conquered provinces, and in the infliction of

punishments you will be careful not to exceed the ordinary powers invested in

you, as a magistrate, by those regulations.
" If any cases of a more serious nature should arise in which it would be neces-

sary under the regulations in force to commit the parties accused for trial before

the court of circuit you will detain such persons in safe custody or on bail until

the formal introduction of the general regulations into the Deyrah Doon may enable

you to commit them to take their trial before the court of circuit. You will, in the

meantime, endeavour, by diligent local enquiries, to obtain the most full and
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accurate information possible regarding that tract of country ; and in reporting the

result of those enquiries, you will be careful to notice any peculiar local usages,

either in the state of property or of society, which it may be of importance that

Government should be made acquainted with previously to the formal introduction

of the regulations into the Deyrah Doon."

There is no copy of this letter among the Dehra records, but the original exists

among those at Saharanpur.

4. On March 29, 1816, the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners in the

ceded and conquered provinces thus addressed Mr. Calvert on deputation at Saha-

ranpur :

" The Board ... do not deem it necessary to delay, until a reference

to the Presidency, orders for carrying into effect the instructions of Government

which direct a co-operation of the revenue with the judicial authorities. You

will be pleased, therefore, to proceed to the Dhoon for the purpose of selecting, in

concert with the magistrate, the situations of such pargaua cutcherries as may

appear to you necessary, and on receiving charge of the revenue records to trans-

mit to me a full report on the state of the Dhoon accompanied with the accounts

of such settlement as may have been made, copies of proceedings thereon, the

kistbundee of the present year and a jumma wassil bakee, with copies of all such

letters from Mr. Fraser to Government and the orders in reply which may be made

over to you, for the purpose of affording the Board ample information regarding

the Dhoon."

5. A few days after the issue of the above orders the Board received a letter,

dated Fort William, the 15th March 1816, from the Secretary to Government

saying :

" The Governor General in Council entirely approves of the suggestion of

your Board for placing the revenue affairs of the Deyrah Doon under the officer

who has charge of the revenues of the northern division of the district of Saha-

ranpur . . . The magistrate of the northern division of Saharanpur has been

directed to assume charge of the police in the tract of country in question,

and ... on the presumption that it will be convenient to establish the police

thannahs and tahsildaree cutcherries at the same places the magistrate has been

directed in establishing the former, to frame his arrangements in concert with the

officer who may be directed to take charge of the revenue . . . The permanent

arrangements for the management of this tract of country will be the subject of

future consideration."

6. This further consideration resulted in regulation IV of 1817, which was

passed on February 28 of that year.
"
Whereas," runs the regulation,

" the tract of country called Deyrah Doon,
heretofore forming a part of Gurhwal, has been ceded to the Honourable the

East India Company, in full sovereignty by the Raja of Nepaul, and whereas it has

been judged advisable to annex that tract of country to the district of Seharunpore,
the following rules have been enacted, to be in force from the period of their

promulgation.
" II. The tract of country called Deyrah Doon, heretofore forming part of

Gurhwal, shall be annexed to the district of Seharunpore, and shall be considered,

subject in all matters of police and criminal jurisdiction, to the magistrate of the

northern division of Seharunpore ; and in all matters of a civil nature to the

jurisdiction of the dewanny adawlut of that district. The laws and regulations
established for the internal administration of the ceded and conquered provinces are

hereby declared to be in full force and effect in the Deyrah Doon."

7. Mr. Calvert, having completed his settlement, left Dehra Dun, and from
that time until 1822 the Dun remained immediately under the Collector of Saha-

ranpur and the Magistrate of the northern division of Saharanpur. On October 24,

1822, the Hon'ble F. J. Shore, who was at that time officiating joint magistrate
of Bulandshahr, was directed, on being relieved by Mr. Graham, to take subordinate

charge of Dehra Dun. He was ordered to proceed to Dehra and to remain there

until the advent of the rainy season as joint magistrate and officer in charge of the
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revenue administration on a salary of Rs. 1,000 per mensem. During the rains

he was required to reside at Saharanpur and from that place conduct the affairs of

the Dun.

8. From the above' outline it will be apparent that until the end of the year

1822 all correspondence relating to the Dun was addressed either to the Collector

of Saharanpur or to the magistrate of the northern division of that district. The

more important of the revenue correspondence of the period 1816 to 1823 relating

to the Dun was copied out in September 1823 and sent to Dehra Dun where it

now exists.

The date of the earliest original record is October 24, 1822. This is a letter

addressed to Mr. Shore at Bulandshahr directing him to assume charge of the

Dun.

9. In 1824 Mr. Shore represented that the inhabitants of Dehra Dun were so

little civilized that the regulations adapted to the people of the plains were not

suited to them.

This representation resulted in the passing of regulation XXI of 1825 which

effected the transfer of the control of the Dun from the Saharanpur authorities to

the Commissioner of Kumaun, with Mr. Shore as assistant to the latter officer.

Among the records at Dehra Dun is a letter dated December 8, 1825, from

the Secretary to Government to Mr. Shore saying :

" The Governor General in

Council has this day been pleased to remove you from the office of registrar of Saha-

ranpur and joint magistrate stationed in the Deyrah Doon and to appoint you to be

assistant to the Commissioner of Kamaoon with a salary of Rs. 1,500 per mensem."

10. On May 1, 1829, one month after the appointment of Commissioners of

Revenue and Circuit, Dehra Dun was removed from the jurisdiction of the Com-
missioner of Kumaun and placed in charge of a superintendent Major Young sub-

ordinate to the Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit for the first or Meerut division.

Regulation V of 1829, passed on May 12, 1829, gave legislative sanction to the

above arrangement and enacted that the administration of justice in the Dehra

Dun should be conducted " under such rules as the Governor General in Council

may be pleased to iisue." The rules in question were issued on the day on which

the regulation was passed : in a letter of that date from the Secretary to Government

Mr. W. Ewer, the Commissioner of the first division, was informed that pargana
Chandni and the tahsildaree of Srinagar were to be placed under the authority
of the Commissioner in Kumaun, the river Ganges being the boundary between the

province of Kumaun and the Dehra Dun and its dependencies. The latter were to

be placed under the Commissioner of the first division, along with the other dis-

tricts of the Northern Doab ; and, runs this letter :

" the Resident at Delhi will

possess and exercise the powers of Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut in like

manner as the Resident is vested with those powers in regard to the districts of the

Northern Doab under the provisions of clause second, section IX, regulation 1 of

1829.
" In the administration of the revenue and of civil and criminal justice and

of the police the Superintendent will exercise powers to the same extent as those

vested by the general regulations in a zillah judge and magistrate and a collector

of revenue, subject to your control and instructions.

" In civil suits an appeal will lie to you in your capacity of Commissioner . . .

" Sessions of jail delivery shall be regularly held at least once a year in the

Dehra Dun by the Commissioner of the first division appointed under regulation I of

1829 for the trial of prisoners committed by the Superintendent of the Dehra Dun
and its dependencies, and if the Commissioner shall consider the crime charged

against a prisoner to be established he shall either refer the case for the final

sentence to the Resident at Delhi, or if the case be within the competence of the

judges of circuit under the regulations in force in the ceded and conquered provinces,

he shall issue his warrant for the punishment of the criminal."



11. The above arrangement, so far as it regards the criminal jurisdiction of

the Resident at Delhi, cannot have persisted long, for we find on November 30,

1829, the Nizamut Adawlut sentencing prisoners committed at Dehra Dun.

The Resident however continued for some time to exercise control over the

Superintendent of the Dun in the latter's capacity of a political agent. On June 5,

1829, when Major Young was appointed Superintendent of the Dehra Dun, the

Resident at Delhi (Sir J. E. Colebrooke, Bart.) was informed that " our political

relations with the Raja of Garhwal will in future be conducted by that officer in

subordination to your authority."

12. On June 16, 1835,
" the whole of the duties relating to criminal justice

heretofore performed . . . by the Commissioner of Circuit" were transferred to-

the Sessions Judge at Saharanpur. The Commissioner, however, still retained hi

authority as Superintendent of Police.

13. A resolution of Government dated December 26, 1842, abolished the

office of the Political Agent of the Dehra Dun and transferred the charge of poli-

tical relations with the Rajas of Garhwal to the Commissioner of Kumaun.

14. The arrangement of the Dehra Dun records seems to require some

explanation.

Writing of them in 1904, Mr. R. P. Dewhurst said :
" The main bulk of the

records consist of bound volumes of correspondence. There are in all one hundred

and thirty-two volumes, of which eighty consist of letters received from the year

1816 onwards, while thirty-eight are composed of copies of letters issued. The

remaining twelve volumes comprise two salary bill books from 1846 onwards, two

settlement registers, five registers of contract grants and contingencies, a road fund

committee book, a register of grants and a register of Mussooree estates. In

addition to these bound volumes there are sixteen unsorted and unarranged large

bundles of papers consisting of correspondence dealing with revenue, judicial, settle-

ment, forest, canal, and road administration and relating to the years 1843 to 1853

inclusive and four similar bastas of smaller size relating to the years 1855, 1856

and 1857. There is also some correspondence arranged in file boards, dealing with

such subjects as the Mussooree and Jaunsar settlements, grants, abkari revenue and

separate revenue."

15. Mr. Dewhurst had not time to do anything to the Dehra records ; but,

presumably as a result of his note, a clerk was deputed to arrange in files the

twenty bundles of unaorted and unarranged papers.

I find from the office records that on January 21, 1905, the following records

were destroyed by order of Mr. S. G. deC. Ireland :

Two salary bill books from 1846 onwards.

Five registers of contract grants and contingenciea.

One road fund committee book.

One cash account book from January 1823 to July 1825.

Four registers of contingent charges of pre-mutiny dates.

16. Thus when I visited Dehra Dun in July 1910 I found the following

classes of records :

(1) The guard books of letters received.

(2) The registers of letters issued.

(3) Some miscellaneous registers.

(4) The papers from 1843 onwards made up into files.

(5) The Mussooree and Landour records as arranged by Mr. E. H. Ashworth

who had been placed on special duty in 1903 to investigate and report

on the land tenures of Mussooree.

17. A cursory inspection at once showed that the files (item no. 4 of para-

graph 16.) had not been intelligently or properly made up. Several of them con-

sisted of only one document. Many of them were not files at all, but bundles of

miscellaneous papers on all manner of subjects, the subject of the uppermost paper

being taken as that of the file.
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It was thus obviously impossible to bind up these so-called files in the condi-

tion in which I found them.

18. Inspection of the files made up by Mr. Ashworth showed that many of

these were incomplete. They were avowedly incomplete, since that officer was

concerned, not with the Mussooree records as a whole, but with specific documents

relating to the subject of his enquiries.

19. Accordingly I went to Mussooree and discussed with the Superintendent

of the Dun (Mr. Dampier) the best method of dealing with the Mussooree, Landour

and Dehra Dun files.

As the time at my disposal was limited, wo agreed that the best course was for

me to have all the Mussooree and Landour correspondence arranged in files, and to

break up the unimportant of the Dehra Dun files and complete, as far as possible, the

files on important subjects by drawing upon the series of letters arranged chronologi-

cally, Mr. Dampier furnished me with a list of the subjects of which he considered

that files ought to be made, and I have carried out his proposals as far as possible.

20. The great majority of the copies of letters issued by the Superintendent
of the Dun have been copied out into registers : it has not been possible to include

such in the files. Accordingly the files are composed mainly of letters received :

the corresponding letters issued are mostly to be found in the various registers

containing the copies of these letters.

The making of these files proved rather a heavy task, and although every
effort has been made to render them as complete as possible, some letters which

properly belong to one or other of these files have probably been overlooked

and so still remain in the chronological series of letters received. Any document

which ought to exist, but is not to be found in its proper file, should be looked for

among the records that have been arranged chronologically.

21. Although many of the Dehra Dun records are of considerable importance,

the bulk of them were valueless, nearly half of them consisting of requisitions for

drafts on various treasuries in exchange for cash tendered at the Dehra treasury :

all such papers have been destroyed by me. The records which remain have all been

bound up or placed in guard books, and, as now arranged, fall into three classes :

I. The correspondence arranged chronologically.

II. The files relating to the Dehra Dun district as opposed to Mussooree and

Landour.

III. The files relating to Musaooree, Eajpur and Landour.

22. The correspondence arranged chronologically. The letters received by the

Superintendent of Dehra Dun. These fall into the following five series :

Series I. Revenue letters received by the Collector of Saharanpur between

1816 and 1823 one volume.

Series II. Miscellaneous letters received by the Superintendent from October

1822 to April 1857 twenty-two volumes.

Series ///.Letters received from the Commissioner from 1840 to 1857

seven volumes.

There is a break in this series between January 1846 and November 1847.

Prior to 1840 letters received by the Superintendent of the Dun from

the Commissioner have been classed in series II. The letters

received from the Commissioner during the year 1846 and the early

part of the year 1847 seem to have been destroyed.

Series IV. Copies of political letters received between 1831 and 1839 one

volume.

These copies have been brought to Dehra from Kumaun where the originals

exist. The originals must have been sent to the Commissioner of

Kumaun in 1843 when he assumed charge of the affairs relating

to the Raja of Garhwal.

Series V. Circulars received from the accountant, 1837 to 1850 one volume.

Mention may be made in this placo of one guard book containing original

correspondence relating to the mutiny.
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23. The letters issued. The arrangement of these is somewhat complicated,

and, as the letters are all copied out into registers, it haa not been possible to

simplify it.

Scries 7. Revenue letters issued by the Collector of Saharanpur from March

1816 to February 1823 one volume.

Series II.-Judicial letters issued from Febr uary 1823 to April 1825 two

volumes.

Series III. Miscellaneous (general) letters issued from 1823 to 1837

eight volumes.

There are breaks in this series between September 1824 and April 1825

and for the year 1827.

Series IV. Revenue letters issued from 1837 to 1844 and from 1847 to 1855

eight volumes.

Series V. Judicial letters issued from January 1837 to October 1844 and

from February 1847 to March 1856 five volumes.

Series VI. Letters issued to the Commissioner from January 1848 to March

1856 five volumes.

Series VII. Letters issued regarding treasury matters and monetary

transactions from January 1847 to April 1863 three volumes.

Series VIII. Miscellaneous letters issued from January 1839 to March

1856 three volumes.

Series IX. Miscellaneous letters issued between 1844 and 1856. These are

loose office copies which have been placed in a guard book. They

give the full text of many letters which appear only as abstracts in

the registers of letters issued one volume.

Series X. Letters issued relating to Jaunsar Bawar, 1822 to 1829 one volume.

Series XI. Political letters issued, 1829 to 1842 one volume,

Series XII. Letters issued relating to the execution of decrees and the estates

of deceased persons, 1840 to 1842, 1847 to 1855 three volumes.

Series XIII. Letters issued relating to forest and forest dues, 1846 to

1850 one volume.

Series XIV. Letters issued to the Postmaster General and to various post

masters, 1847 to 1856 one volume.

Series X V. Letters issued by the Assistant Political Agent and Joint Magis-

trate, 1840 to 1842 one volume.

Series XVI. Letters issued to the Commissioners of the Mussooree Settle-

ment, &c., 1846 to 1856 one volume.

24. The Dehra Dun files. These files have been made up under my super-

vision, as explained in paragraphs 18, 19 and 20 of this note. They fill eighteen

guard books.

The following table in which the files are arranged alphabetically, shows the

nature of each file, the number of the guard book in which it is to be found, and

the number of the basta in which the guard book is placed :

Dehra Dun files.
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Dehra Dun files (concluded).

Number of guan
book.
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existed in 1842 was made the subject of a separate file. Mr. Ashworth left

unarranged all the letters he considered to be unimportant for his purposes ; these

formed a considerable proportion of the whole.

26. I have arranged all the documents, left unarranged by Mr. Ashworth and

some other records relating to Mussooree and Landour which do not appear to have

been seen by Mr. Ashworth, notably the original grants made by Mr. F. 0. Wells,

who was appointed to make a settlement of Mussooree and Landour in 1842. It is

worth noticing that the grants of estates in Mussooree bear Mr. Wells' signature

while those relating to estates in Landour are unsigned.

In dealing with the Mussooree and Landour papers I have been careful not to

disturb the work accomplished by Mr. Ashworth. I have retained under their

original numbers all the files made up by that officer, even those which consist of

but a single document.

What I have done is to arrange all the papers unsorted by Mr. Ashworth,

inserting into the files constituted by him all documents which properly belong to

them and making fresh files out of the papers which belong to none of Mr. Ashworth's

files.

I have separated the Landour from the Mussooree files and placed the former

in one series of guard books and the latter in another series. The Rajpur papers

found by me have all been pasted in a single guard book, but Mr. Ashworth has

included the Rajpur file among those of Mussooree. The total number of Mussooree

and Landour pre-mutiny files is now 120, of these nos. 1 to 77 were made up by
Mr. Ashworth, and nos. 78 to 120 were put together by me.

27. The following is a list of the Mussooree and Landour files :

File no. Subject.

1 Papers regarding Maryville estate (Mussooree).

2 Ditto Spring Cottage, Kandu Lodge, Old Brewery and Mnssooree Seminary-
estates of Mr. J. Mackinnon (Mussooree).

3 Papers regarding Park House estate (Mussooree).

4 Ditto Major R. Thorpe's estate (Landonr).

6 Ditto Bellevne estate (Mussooree).

6 Ditto Glenlyon estate (Mussooree).

7 Ditto Radcliff (south portion), Vale Head, Blucher's Hill, Cautley Cottage, The
Farm (north portion), The Eectory, The Cottage, Wolfsburn, Monlsoe, Wolf's Crag

estates of Captain Cantley (Mussooree and Landour).

8 Papers regarding Landonr Hotel and Daulatabad estates of Mr. J. Theodore (Landour).

9 Ditto McCarty's Hotel at Rajpur.

10 Ditto Woodstock estate (Landour) and Hotel (at Rajpnr) of Captain K. Mckie.

11 Ditto Market Hill estate (Landonr).

12 Ditto Grant Lodge and Grant Cottage (Mnssooree).

13 Ditto The Peak and the Retreat (Mnesooree).

14 Ditto Eagle's Nest (Mussooree).

15 Ditto Hollow Oak and Strawberry Bank (Mussooree).

16 Ditto the disputed boundary of Captain Roberta's estate (Mussooree).
17 Ditto Waverly estate (Mussooree).

18 Ditto Buona Vista estate (Landonr).

19 Ditto Mussooree bazar.

20 Ditto Cliff Cottage (Mussooree).
21 Ditto Tota Hall (ditto).

22 Ditto Laurel Bank (ditto).

23 Ditto Phoenix Lodge (ditto).

24 Ditto Dun View (ditto).

25 Ditto Craig Cottage (ditto).

26 Ditto Violet Bank (ditto).

27 Ditto Willow Bank (ditto).

Ditto the inconvenience arising from fixing the public roads as boundaries of
estates.

29 List of Dr. Grierson's estates.

Papers regarding the scale of prices to be charged for copies of plans of estates.

Ditto the potato garden estate of Mr. F. Young (Mussooree),
Ditto the disputed boundary of Mr. John Scott's estate,

Ditto Elsworth Cottage (Landonr),
Ditto Strawberry Hill

(ditto),
3 Ditto sites for Laadour bazar,
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File no. Subject.

99 Papers relating to St. Helens estate.

100 Ditto Castillion Lodge do.

101 Ditto Hermitage do.

108 Ditto Mr. Proby's do.

103 Ditto Bales and transfers of estates.

104 Ditto government garden.

105 Ditto sub-divisions of estates.

106 Ditto laud attached to the church.

107 Ditto the building of a Eoman Catholic church.

108 Ditto the police chauki or thana.

109 Dispute about pathway to water and opening of road through the Bala Hissar estate.

110 The observatory on Benog Hill.

111 Papers relating to land tenures at Mussooree and the appointment of Mr. F. 0. Wells to

enquire into the same.

112 Copies of the correspondence of Mr. F. O. Wells regarding the Mussooree settlement

(listed).

113 Papers regarding the boundary of the Mussooree settlement.

114 Ditto survey of the Knnjanawur road.

116 Ditto road between Simla and Mussooree.

116 Miscellaneous papers.

117 Letters received by the Superintendent of the Dun from the Mussooree road committee
and the local committee.

118 Letters issued by the Superintendent of the Dun to the Mussooree road committee and the

local committee.

119 Mnssooree by-laws.

120 Correspondence relating to the local committee at Mnssooree.

28. The following points may be noted with reference to the work done by
Mr. Ashworth on the Mussooree and Landour correspondence :

(i) A note at the beginning of his "Report on the Land Tenures of Mussooree"

shows what he took away from the record room of the Superintendent
of the Dun and the form in which he restored what he had removed.

(ii) Mr. Ashworth classed Rajpur papers along with the Mussooree files, as

will be seen from the list given in paragraph 27 of this note.

(iii) At the end of his printed report a large number of the earlier records

relating to Mussooree and Landour have been reproduced.

(iv) In addition to the above there is a printed volume of thirty-two pages

containing copies of letters from the Commissioner or Government

sent in 1842 to Mr. F. 0. Wells.

(v) The various manuscript lists of files, correspondence, &c., prepared by
Mr. Ashworth have been tied up in basta no. 15.

29. Thirteen volumes of pre-mutiny Government of Agra gazettes exist in

the record room. This gazette was first issued in September 1840. The following
volumes are wanting : The volume for the year 1840-1, alao those for 1845, 1848,

1855 and the first half of 1850.

30. The following table shows the arrangement of the records in bastas :

Table showing the arrangement of the bastas of Dehra Dun pre-mutiny records.

Number
of Contents.

basta.

j
( One vojume of letters received, series I ... ... 1816 to 1823.

( Six volumes II ... ... October 1822 to December 1833.

Seven n ... ... January 1834 to March 1839.

" ii ii i, II ... ... April 1839 to June 1853.

rTwo .. i. II ... ... July 1853 to April 1857.

volume IV ... ... 1831 to 1839.

V ... ... 1837 1850.

ITwo volumes m ... ... 1840 1846.

Five .. ...... Ill ... ... 1847 1857.

j

One volume of letters issued, series I ... ... 1816 1823.

6
j

Two volumes . II ... ... 1823 1825.
1

Eight HI ... ... 1823 1837.

7
.. ,. IV ,.. ... 1837 1856.

v ... ... 1837 1856.

VI ... ... 1848 1866.

8
...... v ... ... 1837 1856.
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Number
of Contents.

latta.

(Three volames of letters issued, series VII ... ... 1847 to 1863.

- ] ,. ., VIII ... ... 1839 1866.

|

One volume IX ... ... 1844 1866.

I X ... ... 1822 1829.

f XI ... ... 1829 1842.

Three volames XII ... ... 1840 1855.

One volume XIII ... ... 1846 1850.

XIV ... ... 1847 1856.

*
.. XV ... ... 1840 1842.

XVI ... ... 1846 1866.

records relating to the mutiny ... ... 1857 and 1868.

index volume of letters issued from May 1845 to June 1846.

11 Six volumes containing Dehra Dun files nos. 1 to 17 (parts I and II).

12 1*7 (part III) to 40.

13 41 to 48.

c Five Mussooree (including Rajpur) files.

I One volume ,, Raj pur files.

/Four volumes of Landonr files.

I One register of Mnssooree and Landour estates.

I

Lists of files, estates, correspondence, &c., relating to Mnssooree, Rajpnf and LandooT pre-

L pared by Mr. B. H. Ashworth.

16 Seven volames of Government of Agra gazettes of the years 1842, 1843, 1844, 1846, 1847, 1S49

and 1850 (June to December).

17 Six volames of Government of Agra gazettes for the years 1851, 1832, 1853, 1854, 1856 and

1867.

The 6th April 1911. D. DEWAR.





A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
OFFICE OF THE MAGISTRATE AND COLLECTOR OF
SAHARANPUR.

THE voluminous pre-Mutiny records of the Saharanpur district ar

remarkable in that the early judiui il records, which are very meagre in most die.

triot offices, are comparatively numerous at Saharanpur.

2. The Saharaopur district formed a portion of the territory in the " Dooaub

conquered from Dowlat Raow, Scindia, by the British arms "
in 1803.

For a few months Saharanpur, with Meerut and Muzaffarnagar, formed part of

the Moradabad district.

Early in 1804 an assistant collector (Mr. G. D. Guthrie) was appointed for

the Saharanpur district, which then included the present districts of Saharanpur,

Muzaffarnagar and Meerut. In August 1804 Mr. Outline's charge was made into

a separate district the district of Saharanpur with head quarters at Meerut.

Mr. Guthrie was appointed Collector of the new district, which included both the

Northern and Southern divisions of Saharanpur.

3. Although there was but one Collector for the whole district, a separate

Judge and Magistrate was appointed for each division. The Southern division

was " bounded by the river Ganges to the east, the river Jumna to the west, the

zillah of Allyghur to the south, and a line drawn from the right bank of the river

Ganger parallel with the town of Muzztiffernaghur to Ramroy ghat on the left of the

river Jumna to the north," and the head quarters of the Judge and Magistrate of

this division were fixed at Meerut. The Northern division of the zillah Saharanpur
was "bounded by the river Ganges to the east, the river Jumna to the west, the

Southern division of zillah Saharanpur to the south and the Srinaghur hills to the

north,** and the head quarters of the Judge and Magistrate were fixed at Saharan-

pur. Mr. Wilkinson was appointed Judge and Magistrate of the Northern division

of Saharanpur.

4. The above arrangement did not last very long. The Northern division

was of limited extent as the jurisdiction of Judges went in those days. Accordingly

Regulation XIV of 1806 abolished the court of Dewaony Adawlut of the zillah

of the Northern division of Saharanpur and incorporated the jurisdiction with,

that of the Dewanny Adawlut of the zillah of the Northern division.

The regulation however allowed the Northern division to remain as a separate

criminal jurisdiction reserving to the Governor General in Council the power to

abolish it should this step be deemed advisable. Accordingly Mr. Wilkinson was

appointed to officiate at Meerut as Judge of both divisions and Magistrate of the

Southern division, while Mr. Roger Martin was appointed Magistrate of the

Northern division on a salary of Rs. 1,500.

5. Thus, after Regulation XIV of 1806 came into operation, there was one

Collector for both Northern and Southern divisions of the old Saharanpur district

with head quarters at Meerut, one Judge for both divisions who held his court at

Meerut, and a separate Magistrate for the Northern division whose bead quarters

were at Saharanpur.

6. After a few years it was found that this huge district was too large to be

properly supervised by one revenue officer. Accordingly in 1814 (or possibly in

1813) Mr. R. Chamberlain was placed on deputation as assistant collector in

charge of some of the northern parganas. His bead quarters appear at first to have

been at Manglaur, but on October 18th, 1814, the Board of Commissioners wrote

to him saying
" under the addition of district which has recently been annexed to

your charge, the Board are of opinion that your Sudder treasury should be kept at

Saharaupur." The assistant collector however continued to reside at Maoglaur.
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A few days later (November 1st, 1814) the Board wrote to Mr. Chamberlain " the

district placed under your charge by> the recent and former orders of Government

is the same which is subject to the jurisdiction of the Magistrate of the Northern

division of zillah Saharanpur." Thus the Saharanpur Collectorship may be said

to take its origin from the date of Mr. Chamberlain's deputation. That officer was

practically independent. He communicated directly with the Board of Commis-

sioners, and although his accounts had to be submitted to the Accountant General

and the Board of Commissioners through the Collector of Meerut, the latter officer

appears to have exercised no immediate control over the treasury at Saharanpur.

7. Between December 15th, 1815, and January 16th, 1816, Mr. Chamberlain

was replaced by Mr. S. P. Calvert, who changed his head quarters from Manglaur

to Saharanpur.

8. Meanwhile Dehra Dun had been conquered from the Gurkhas, and on

17th November 1815 a government order was issued directing the permanent an-

nexation of that territory and its union with the Saharanpur district. On January

26th, 1816, the Secretary to Government wrote to Mr. Grindall, the Magistrate of

the Northern division of Saharanpur, directing him to take charge of Dehra Dun

from Mr. Fraser (vide note on the Dehra Dun pre-Mutiny records) and to act in

concert with Mr. Chamberlain or other officer who might be directed to take

charge of the revenue of the Dun, aud on x\larch 29th, 1816, similar orders were

issued by the Board of Commissioners to Mr. Calvert, who was directed to proceed

to Dehra Dun and arrange in concert with the Magistrate the situations of the

pargana kacheria. Regulation IV of 1817, which received the asseut of the

Governor General in Council ou February '^8th, 1817, gave legislative sanction to

the above arrangement.

9. In April 1817 the Collector of Saharanpur (Meerut) took leave and

Mr. Calvert was placed in charge of the whole district as a temporary measure until

the arrival of Mr. Murray at Meerut.

10. The annexation of Dehra Dun had added so greatly to the work of the

Collectorate of Saharanpur (Meerut) that in 1817 it was decided to divide the

district into two separate Collectorships. The existing Saharanpur records of the

years 1817 and 1818 are scanty and they contain no record of the date of the actual

change, but by January 1st, 1819, we find that Mr. Moore has been installed as

Collector of the separate Saharanpur district.

11. The abolition of the Dewauny court at Saharanpur in 1806 audits

amalgamation with the court at Meerut had produced some dissatisfaction. It was

repeatedly brought to the notice of Government that distance discouraged the

inhabitants from applying to the courts for redress of civil grievances, and that

consequently violent affrays were frequent.

Matters became still worse after the annexation of Dehra Dun to the Saharan-

pur district, and on February 28th, 1817, Mr. Leycester, the second Judge of the

Bareilly Court of Appeal and Circuit, said:

" I beg to represent that there seems to me a very great necessity for establish-

ing a civil court at Saharanpur. People will not go from that distance to Meerut,
and now also from Dehra Dun in search of justice. They cannot afford it. The

consequence is a greater prevalence here than elsewhere of an appeal to arms to

settle private rights and that the Magistrate's lists exhibit a great mauy cases which

ought to have been laid exclusively in the civil court."

12. Accordingly the establishment of a separate Judgaship for the Northern

division of Saharanpur was determined upon. A resolution of the Vice-President

in Council, dated the 14th April 1818, runs : "The Vice-President in Council is of

opinion that the re-establishment of the Devvanny Adawlut of the Northern division

of Saharanpur is essential to the due administration of justice, to the proper
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maintenance of the rights and interests of the inhabitants and to the prosperity of

the country. He is accordingly pleased io pass the following resolutions :

lit. That from the 30th June 1818 the district of Saharanpur be divided

into two distinct zillahs tho Northern to be denominated 'the zillah

of Saharanpur
' and the Southern division ' the zillah of Meerut.'

2nd. That the local jurisdiction of the Judge and Magistrate of the zillah

Saharanpur shall for the present correspond with the local limits of the

jurisdiction hitherto uader the charge of tho Magistrate of the

Northern division of Saharanpur, together witli a portion of the district

of Moradabad, comprising the whole or such part as may be judged

expedient of the thaunah jurisdictions which are now under the im-

mediate charge of Mr. Chalmor in his capacity of Joiut Magistrate of

Moradabad.

3rd. That Mr. Grindall * be appointed to the office of Judge and Magistrate

Thi. officer waa, ae we have seen.
f the zillah f Saharanpur with

Magistrate of tho Northern division of J^Q annual salary of 30.000 rupees
SttUareupur.

per annum.

4.th. That Mr. Chalmer be appointed to the office of Registrar of the Dewanny
Adawlutof the zillah Saliaraupur and that in that capacity to be vested

with the special powers described inflections 9 aud 12, Regulation 24 of

1814.

5th. That Mr. Chalmer continue to reside at Nugeena or some other conve-

nient place within that part of the district of Moradabad which under

the foregoing resolution may be annexed to zillah Saharanpur, and that

he exercise within the thannahs above alluded to the powers aud

functions of Joint Magistrate under the regulation."

But the Judges of the Provincial Court of Bareilly protested against the

annexation of any part of the Moradabad district to Saharanpur on the ground that

it would lead to much practical inconvenience ; hence on August 28th, 1818, the

part of the order which directed the annexation was cancelled.

13. Dehra Dun remained attached to the Saharanpur district until December

1825. However in October 1822 the Hon'ble F. J. Shore, who was stationed at

Bulandshahr, was directed to take charge of the Dun as Joint Magistrate. From

the date of Mr. Shore's assumption of that charge Dehra Dun was practically

separate from the Saharanpur district, although Mr. Shore was subordinate to the

Judge and Magistrate and to the Collector of Saharanpur until December 1825,

when under the provisions of Regulation XXI of 1825, the Dun was attached to the

jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Kumaun. Thus there are among the Saharan-

pur papers prior to 1820 a number of documents ruliting to Dehra Duu.

14. The next considerable change in the Saharanpur district waa the separa-

tion of Muzaffarnagar as a joint magistracy and sub-collectorate in 1824.

As early as 1820 Mr. Cavendish had been placed in charge of the revenue of

certain of the parganas in the southern part of Saharanpur, including Muzaffar-

uagar. In 1821 that officer was, at tho suggestion of Mr. W. Ewer, Superintendent

of Police of the Western Provinces, invested with criminal powers on account of

the prevalence of the crime of robbery.

In 1824 these southern parganas together with part of the Meerut district were

joined with the Sub-Collectorate and Joint Magistracy of Muzaffarnagar. Mr.

Dundas, the principal assistant in the Western division of the Delhi territory, being

appointed to the charge.

In 182G some further transfers of territory were made from Saharanpur to

Muzaffarnagar, which was then raised to the status of a regular district.

Thus the early Saharanpur records contain documents relating to the Muzaffar-

nagar district.

35. I have classified the Saharanpur pro-Mutiny correspondence under the

lour heads Revenue, Settlement, Judicial and Local Agency.
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The records under each of these heads have been further divided into letters

received, letters issued, and miscellaneous records. The Settlement correspondence

that has been separated from the ordinary Revenue correspondence relates almost

entirely to the first regular settlement of the district made under Regulation IX of

1833 by Mr. P. Thornton. It was not possible to separate the earlier settlement

correspondence.

16. The Revenue records have been classified as follows :

Letters received

Series I. Revenue letters received from 1814 to 1^56 inclusive, forty-five

volumes.

Series II. Revenue circulars received from 1829 to 1857 inclusive, nineteen

volumes.

Series III. Letters received by Mr. J. Muir, Resumption Deputy Collector,

appointed under Regulation III of 1828, from 1835 to 1839, three

volumes.

Letters issued. These are all copies entered in registers and fall into the

following series :

Series I. All letters issued from December 1818 to December 1819, one

volume.

Series II. Letters issued to the Board of Revenue in the year 1826, one

volume.

Series ///.Letters issued to the Commissioner from 1829 to 1856, thirty-

two volumes.

The register of copies of letters issued from January to September
1855 is missing, as is the register of 1857.

Series IV. Miscellaneous letters issued from May 1851 to December 1856,
four volumes.

Series V. Letters issued by Mr. Muir, Resumption Deputy Collector,

from September 1835 to February 1840, five volumes.

Series VI. Letters issued by Mr. Mabery, Resumption Deputy Collector,

from July 1839 to March 1840, one volume.

Miscellan eous

(1) Two volames of copies of the correspondence of the Collector of Saha-

ranpur from 1809 to 1818.

(2) One volume of copies of the correspondence of the Collector of Saba-

ranpur regarding Raja Ram Dayal of Landhaura, 1813.

(3) One volume of the correspondence of 1857.

(4) One volume of copies of circular orders of the Sudder Board of Revenue,

1840 to 1846. These have been copied from the Government of

Agra Gazette,

(5) One statement of pensions under Regulation XI of 1813 for revision

and confirmation of Board of Commissioners, 1821.

(6) One register of mortgage-deeds from 1811 to 1824.

(7) One volume of compensation statements for laud taken up for public

parposes, 1840 to 1858.

(8) One volume containing lists of lands released in perpetuity, 1845.

(9) Four volumes containing printed matter

(i) Mountstuart Elphinstone's report on the territories ceded by the-

Paishwa, 1821.

(ii) Sterling's Memoir on the Cuttack district, 1821.

(iii) Settlement correspondence of the period 1820 to 1822'.

(iv) Minute by the Governor of Bombay on the levy of nuzerana.

(10J One volume containing manuscript and printed matter relating to the

Mahal Index Registers, 1823 to 1827.

17. Of the above the only records which call for comment are those of the

Special Deputy Collector appointed under Regulation III of 1828,
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On taking possession of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces tho British Gov-

ernment found that a large number of people claimed to bold laud released from

tbe payment of revenue. Many of these claims were not founded on valid titles;

hence the revenue officers were ordered to call on all such claimants to have their

holdings registered. Tbe Collectors were then required to investigate the titles

of the various holders

So little progress had been made in this investigation bj- 1828 that Regula-
tion III of that year was passed. The preamble of the regulation states that " the

existing laws have not been adequate to secure for the revenue authorities the in-

formatichi required, and that consequently while, on the one hand, a large amount

of revenue continues to be reserved without auy just pretence, and the improvement
of the country is hindered by frivolous and litigious claims, on the other hand, the

owners of valid tenures are disquieted and disturbed." Hence the regulation provid-
ed for the appointment of a Special Commissioner "competent to determine finally

all cases of this nature."

The number of persons claiming to hold revenue-free lands was very large in

the Meerut division, hence on November 2nd, 1835, a government order was issued

appointing Mr. H. J. Owen, Special Commissioner, under Regulation III of 1828,

for the Meerut and Bareilly divisions. A few weeks previously Mr. J. Muir had

been appointed a Special Deputy Collector to assist the Collector of Saharanpur in

the enquiries into the validity of those tenures. Mr. Muir was given the powers
of a Collector under Regulation III of 1828.

18. The settlement records have been classified as follows :

Letter received-

One aeries. Letters received by Mr. Thornton, Settlement officer, 1836 to

1840, two volumes.

Letter issued

One series. letters issued from 1835 to 1840, three volumes.

Miscellaneous

One volume of copies of settlement correspondence betw een 1819 and 1835.

One volume of settlement accounts, 1226 to 1237 fasli and the numerous

village and general statements of the settlement under regulation IX
1833, made in the period 18351841. Mr. E. Thornton did most

of the settlement, but Messrs. Grant, Turner, Plowden and Edge-
worth were also associated with it.

19. Thejudicial records have been classified as follows :

Letters received

Series J. Letters from the Resident at Delhi from November 1806 to Octo-

ber 1812, one volume. As Saharanpnr bordered on the Delhi ter-

ritory the Magistrate of Saharanpur had much correspondence with

the Resident.

Series //. Letters from Government, April 1805 to December 1825, five

volumes.

Subsequently to 1825 the letters from Government were few

in number and have been included in the miscellaneous series.

Series III. Letters received from the Nizamut Adawlut from January
1805 to April 1857, three volumes.

There are two lacunae in this series one for the period 1828

to 1838, when the correspondence of the court with the Magistrate

appears to have passed through the Commissioner, and the other

for the year 1841, of which year all the judicial records appear to

have been destroyed.

Series IV. Letters received from the Court of Circuit from January 1806

to July 1828, thirteen volumes.

This court was abolished by Regulation I of 1829.
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Series V. Letters from the Commissioner of Circuit from 1829 to 1857,

thirteen volumes.

Series VI. Letters from the Sessions Judge from March 1836 to December

1857, three volumes.

Series VII. Letters from the Civil Auditor and Accountant, 1836 to 1854,

one volume.

Series VIII. Letters from the Commissioner for the Suppression of

Dacoity, 1837 to 1845, one volume.

Series IX. Miscellaneous letters from 1819 to 1822 and from 1836 to 1857,

eight volumes.

Lstters issued. These are copied into registers:

Series I. Copies of all judicial letters issued from May 30th, 1831, to

December 1847, twelve volumes.

The volume containing copies of letters issued between Decem-

ber 1839 and December 1840 is missing.

Series II. Judicial letters sent to the Commissioner from January 1848 to

October 1858, four volumes.

Series III. Miscellaneous letters, i.e. judicial letters issued to officers other

than the Commissioner from January 1848 to December 1857, four

volumes.

Miscellaneous

(1) One volume containing printed reports of cases decided by the Nizamut

Adawlut, 1812 to 1818.

(2) One volume containing circular orders of the Nizamut Adawlut copied

out of the Government of Agra Gazette, 1840 to 1847.

(3) One volume containing correspondence regarding the building of

Saharanpur Church.

(4) One volume containing narratives of Heinous Crimes committed in zillah

Saharanpur in 1857.

(5) A marriage register book covering the period 1852 to 1866.

20. The records of the Local Agents and the Road and Ferry Funds Com-

mittees at Saharanpur fall into two series.

Series /. Letters received, 1836 to 1860,,three volumes.

Series II. Letters issued from September 1842 to 1843, one volume.

The registers containing the earlier and later letters issued appear
to have been destroyed.

21. The Government of Agra Gazettes from September 1840 to 1857 form a

series of sixteen volumes one volume for each year, except 1841 and 1842, of which

years the gazettes are missing.

Calcutta Gazettes for the years 1856 and 1857 also exist.

22. There are in the library of the Saharanpur Collectorate a number of in-

teresting books of pre-Mutiny dates, including the 1829 edition of the circular

orders of the Nizamut Adawlut from 1796 to 1827, two volumes.

23. The English pre-Mutiny records have all been tied up in bastas and occupy
three iron racks in the criminal record room which is well lighted and ventilated.

Table showing contents of the " bastas.
n

Number of Nature of contents,

basta. Revenue,

(1) Six volumes of revenue letters received (series I) 1814 to 1821.

(2) Seven 1822 1826.

(3) Six 1827 1834.

(4) Six 1835 1840.

(5) Six n 1841 1847.

(6) Six 1S48 1852.

(7) Six 1853
,

1856.
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Table showing contents of the ' bastas
'

(concluded).

Number of Nature of contents,

basta. Revenue.

Two volumes of revenue letters received (series I), 1856.

One volume correspondence of 1857.

One of correspondence relating to RSja Ram Dayal of Land-

haura, 1813.

Two volumes of copies of revenue correspondence, 1809 to 1818.

(9) Seveii revenue circulars received (series II), 1829 to October

1838.

(10) Six volumes of revenue circulars received (series II), 1838 (October) to

Ib50.

rSix volumes of revenue circulars received (series II), 1851 to 1857.
'

(.Three volumes of letters received by Mr. J. Muir, 1835 to 1839.

/
12\fFive issued 1835 to 1840.

tOne volume by Mr. Mabery, 1839 to 1840.

(One

., , of revenue letters issued (series I), 1818 to 1819.

One of letters issued to Board (series II), 1826.

Four volumes of miscellaneous letters issued (series IV), 1851 to 1856.

(14) Ten of letters to Commissioner (series III), 1829 to 1836.

(15) Eleven 1837 1845.

(16) Eleven 1846 1856.

(17) Ten volumes of miscellaneous revenue records (3 to 10 of miscellaneous

revenue records).

Settlement.

/Two volumes of settlement letters received, 1836 to 1840.

Three
issued, 1835 to 1840.

One volume of copies of settlement correspondence between 1819 and

^
1855.

/ One volume of settlement accounts, 1226 to 1237 fasli.

Six volumes of general statements, 1835 to 1836.

(19K Fifteen volumes of village statements, 1835 to 1838.

One volume of statement of proposed jama.

\ One settlement note book, 1834.

(20) Five volumes of village statements, 1835 to 1840.

(21) Eight

(22) Six

Judicial.

(23) -f
<")ne vo 'ume f letters from Resident of Delhi (series I), 1806 to 1812.

I- Five volumes Government (series II), 1805 to 1825.

I Three Nizamut Adawlut (series III), 1805 to

(24)
<|

1857.

Three volumes of letters from Sessions Judge (series VI), 1836 to 1857.

Four Court of Circuit (series IV), 1806,, 1828.

One volume of letters from Commissioner of Dacoity (series VIII),
1837 to 1845.

One volume of letter from Accountant (series VII), 1836 to 1854.

(26) Seven volumes Commissioner (series V), 1829 to 1852.

(27) Six 1853 to 1857.

(28) Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received (series IX), 1819 to 1847.

(29) j
Three 1848 to 1857.

XFive volumes of miscellaneous judicial records (1 to 5 miscellaneous).

(30) Eight volumes ofjudicial letters issued (series I), 1831 to 1843 (June).

Four July 1843 to 1847.

Four letters to Commissioner (series II), 1848 1858.

f.

(31)
{
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Four volumes of miscellaneous letters issued (series III), 1848 to 1867.

Local Agency.
(32)

^ Three volumes of letters received, 1836 to 1860.

One volume of letters issued, 1842 to 1843.

(33) Eight volumes, Government of Agra Gizette, 1840 to 1849.

(34) Six 1850 ,,1855.

Two 1856 ,,1857.

,

Three Calcutta Gazette, 1856 to 1857.

The 24<A March 1911. D. DEWAR.

(35)
{,



NOTE ON THE PRE-MUTINY EECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE
MAGISTRATE AND COLLECTOR OF ALIQARH.

THE mutineers destroyed in 1857 all the government records at Aligarh.

The so-called pre-mutiuy records which exist at that place are all copies of old

documents taken after 1857. These copies consist of revenue papers relating chiefly

to land acquired for public purposes.

These records, which are few in number, have been listed and pasted in a guard

book.

The district record rooms at Huzaffarnagar and Bulaudshahr were carefully

searched in 1909, but no pre-mutiuy records were found in them.





Notes on the Pre-mutiny Records of the

Agra Division.





A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
AGRA DIVISION.

I. THE COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.

THE pre-mutiny records in the office of the Commissioner of the Agra
division are most voluminous, and the task of putting them into order has been a

heavy one owing, first, to the fact that their arrangement by districts had in the

past beeu very imperfectly carried out ; and, secondly, to the difficulty of decipher-

ing the office o -pies of the letters issued by the various Commissioners.

In practically all the other offices in the province the letters issued in pro-

mutiny days have been neatly copied into registers. In the case of the Commis-

sioner's office at Agra, however, the only records of letters issued that exist are

the drafts scribbled by the Commissioner with his own hand on flimsy country

paper of all shapes and sizes.

Further, the labour of arranging these records was considerably increased by
the large number of documents found at Agra which do not relate to the Agra
division. The majority of these papers appear to have been left at Agra by the

Board of Revenue in 1829 when the office of Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit

was created with the object of relieving the Board of some of its work. These

papers remained unsorted and unbound for eighty years in the Commissioner's

record room at Agra. They have now all been arranged, placed in guard books,

and deposited in the particular record room to which they properly belong.

2. The work of arranging the Agra records was commenced by Mr. R. P.

Dewhurst in 1904. He, however, was able to devote only a few weeks to it, and

he described what he did in paragraph 8 of his Final Report dated the 13th

April 1904 (printed in the Secretariat
" Preservation of official records

"
file).

This consisted in

(1) the opening out of the records kept folded in four ;

(2) the weeding, arranging, listing and placing in guard books of many of

the records appertaining to the Farrukhabad district
;

(3) the weeding of a number of records belonging to the other districts in the

division ;

(4) the weeding, listing and placing in guard books of a large number of the

papers belonging to districts in the U nited Provinces not in the Agra
division ;

(5) the removal to the Secretariat of records which Mr. Dewhurst thought

belonged to the Punjab.

3. In the short time at his disposal Mr. Dewhurst did not discover how

imperfectly the classification of the records according to districts had been carried

out in the Commissioner's office : otherwise assuredly he would have deferred

listing and pasting in guard books any records until the whole had been looked

through. As things were some of the work done by Mr. Dewhurst was premature
and the discovery of numbers of records belonging to the districts dealt with by him
has necessitated the undoing of part of what he did.

The Farrukhabad papers that have been discovered since Mr. Dewhurst visited

the office I have had wedged into the Farrukhabad volumes made up under his

supervision.

The newly-discovered records relating to the districts not in the Agra division

have been arranged and deposited in the record room of the Commissioner of the

division to which they relate.

4. Owing to the numerous changes in the designation and boundaries of the

districts that constitute the Agra division, the classification of the recordsjpresen-
ted a certain amount of difficulty.
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As the jurisdiction of the Collectors of Customs did not coincide with those of

the Collectors of Revenue I hare divided the records into two main classes :

(a) the customs records ;

(b) the revenue, judicial and political records.

5. The customs records.- The customs records are sub-divided according to

the Custom House to which they appertain, viz.

Agra.

Farrukhabad.

Hodal.

Ftawah.

Papers of a general nature.

6. There was in the office of the Commissioner at Agra a quantity of correspon-

dency relating to customs between Government and the Board of Commissioners

of so general a nature as to include all the districts in the Ceded and Conquered

Provinces that were under the control of the Board of Commissioners. As letters

of this nature seemed out of place in the Commissioner's office and as the proceed-

ings and consultations now extant in the record room of the Board of Revenue do

not extend to the Customs department, I have, acting under the orders of Govern-

ment, transferred these customs letters and proceedings to the record room of the

Board of Revenue, and they are dealt with in my note on the Board's records.

7. As has already been stated the jurisdictions of the Collectors of Customs

were not coterminous with those of the Collectors of Laud Revenue, so that, in

order to explain the arrangement of the customs records adopted, I give a brief out-

line of the history of the customs administration under the East India Company.

Under the native administration radhari or transit duties were levied on all

merchandize that passed through the country, and duties were also levied on goods

sold in bazars and gunges. These last the East India Company retained until

1805, when they were abolished and town dues on all articles of commerce were

levied instead ;
4 per cent, ad valorem was the usual rate of town dues. For the

transit duties dues of another nature were substituted. The native radhari was in

the nature of a toll, a certain rate being raised at each toll barrier per ox load, cart

load, &c., without reference to the value of the goods. Toll barriers were erected

at certain intervals along the main lines of traffic, at each of which toll was levied,

so that the further a consignment travelled the more of these duties it had to pay.

8. Shortly after the acquisition of the Ceded Provinces, Regulation XXXVIII
of 1803 was passed with the object of relieving the commerce of the provinces

from the vexatious and oppressive sayer and radhari dues and of levying in their

place
"
regular and denned customs or duties on the imports and exports in these

provinces."

By this regulation an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent, on imports and 2J per

cent, on exports was levied on every article of trade, and Custom Houses were

established at every zilla.

9. In addition to these customs and town duties the Honourable Company
derived considerable revenue from salt. Regulation XXXIX of 1803 reserved to

the East India Company the right of importing and selling foreign salt and manu-

facturing and selling salt in the Ceded Provinces. This regulation, however, wa

rescinded by Regulation VI of 1804 under which the Company ceased to import,

manufacture and sell salt, but imposed a duty of twelve annas per maund on all salt

imported and four annas per maund on all salt exported.

10. The Customs Regulation of 1803 was in force for only a few months.

In the following year a regulation was passed (Regulation XI of 1804) which

(1) reimposed the transit duties but restricted them to ninety articles, which

included cotton piece goods, indigo, sugar, tobacco, ghee, pepper, spices,

hides, leather, soap, charcoal, saltpetre, shawls, silk, drugs, furniture,

blankets, but not grain, bullion, jewels or articles of European manu-

facture ;
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(2) established the following custom houses :

DiiMct. Plane of Cuttotn Officer in chargt.

Hmite.

Gorakhpur ... ... Gorakhpnt ... ... Collector of Revenue.

Cawnpore ... Cawnpore ... ... Special Collector of Custom*.

Allahabad ... ... Allahabad ... ... Deputy Collector under Col-

lector of Customi.

Ktawah ... ... Etawah ... ... Ditto ditto.

Farrukhabad ... ... Farrukhabad ... ... Special Collector of Govern-

ment Customs.

Agra... ... Agra ... ... ... Deputy Collector under

, above.

Bareilly ... ... Barcilly ... ... Collector of Revenue.
Moradabad ... ... Moradabad ... ... Ditto.

Aligarh ... ... Aliga-h ... ... Ditto.

North Saharanpnr ... Saharanpur ... ~) Collector of Revenue and his

| head assistant an Deputy
( Collector of Government

Customs and to reside in
the station from which the

South ... Meerut ... J Collector was absent.

Bundelkhand... ... Kalpl ... ... Collector of Revenue.

(This regulation did not affect the Custom Houses at Benares and

Mirzapur since these were in the Provin ce of Benares and the regula-

tion extended only to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces) ;

(3) provided for the establishment of chaukis on, the principal roads, ghats
and stations under orders of the Board of Trade at Calcutta subject
to the approval of the Governor General in Council.

This regulation further directed that the Collectors of Government Customs

be subordinate to the Board of Trade, but in 1807 this control was transferred to

the Board of Commissioners created under Regulation X of that year.

11. Regulation XI of 1804 made it the duty of an importer to takeouts

rowana (i.e. a document authorizing him to import or export specified articles.

This was granted after payment of duty). Duty would be paid only at the custom

houses. It was the business of the chauki officers to detain all articles not accom-

panied by proper rowanas.

Goods imported without a roicana or imported in larger quantities than that

entered in the roicana were liable to confiscation.

Collectors of Government Customs (who were not also Collectors of Revenue)
were entitled to 5 per cent, commission on their collections and to one-fifth of the

value of articles confiscated, the remaining four-fifths being divided equally between

the Honourable Company and the informer or seizer.

A collector of customs was entitled to a commission of 5 per cent, on the

town duties collected (2 per cent, if he was also a collector of revenue). In order

to secure as much revenue as possible chaukis were established at considerable dis-

tances from the customs houses. This meant that the officers at the outlying

chaukis were under very loose control and that they could and did commit corrupt

practices with comparatively little fear of detection. " From the darogha to the

chaprassi," writes Mr. M. C. Hickie,
" from the wholesale dealer to the retail trader,

all were leagued in one vast conspiracy against the interests of Government."

This system further entailed great delays in transit, for the merchant had to

leave his merchandize at the outpost while he went to the custom house to take out

& roicana. Hence arose a class of brokers to which references are sometimes

made in the records who used to take out rowanas for goods likely to be imported,

wait with them at the outposts and sell them at a profit to incoming merchants.

12. The unsatisfactory state of affairs led to the formation in 1808 of a

Committee of Finance for the revision of the Customs department. As the result

of their deliberations Regulation IX of 1810 was passed abolishing all the old

.customs rules, on the ground that they were defective, obscure, complex, and that

the taxes imposed by them were unequally distributed and harassing in the mode

of collection.
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This regulation abolished seven out of the twelve existing customs houses and

left the following :

Place. Officer in charge.

Agra ... ... ... Collector of Government Customs.

Meerut ... ... ... Deputy under above.

Cawnpore ... ... Collector of Government Customs.

Farrukhabad ... ... Depnty under above.

Allahabad ... ... Ditto-

Benares . ... Collector of Government Customs.

Mirzapur ... ... Deputy under above.

The deputies were always covenanted civil servants.

Regulation IX of 1810 enacted that, to avoid undue hardship, no chaukis were

to be at a greater distance than four miles from any Custom House, except in the

case of those at Agra and Meerut or
" under any other Collector of Customs for any

special reason or purpose which shall be reported to the Board of Revenue or

Commissioners." These exceptions were made, in the words of the regulation, "for

the security of the public revenue derived from the article of salt in the Ceded and

Conquered Provinces and for preventing the clandestine conveyance of shawla

through those provinces to any foreign territory."

12A. In 1812 custom houses were established at Bareilly and Ghazipur.

In 1813 the Custom House at Mirzapur was made the principal custom

house in the province of Benares and those at Benares and Ghazipur made sub-

ordinate to it.

In 1814 a custom house was established at Saharanpur.

In 1823 (Regulation V of 1823) five custom houses were established in the

iDelhi territory at Delhi, Hansi, Hissar, Panipat and Gurgaon.

13. The efficiency of the Customs department left much to be desired and in

1826 the Board of Revenue at Allahabad suggested that the control of the custom

.houses in the Western Provinces should be transferred from them to the Board of

Customs at Calcutta on the ground that " their time was fully occupied with

matters belonging more especially to the Revenue department, that by adopting the

proposed measure, not only would an uniform system of arrangement and manage-

ment be introduced which could not fail to be beneficial to the public interest, but

more attention would be paid to subjects which it now fell within their province

to discuss without always having leisure or means in their power to do them

justice."

As a result of this, Regulation IV of 1826 was enacted which transferred

from the Board of Revenue to the Board of Customs the control of the Customs

department of the Western Provinces, excepting cases involving penalty for

breach of the Customs laws, and these continued to go to the Board of Revenue.

Meanwhile the Collector of Customs at Agra had long been pointing out the

defective arrangement of the chaukis under his jurisdiction, and in 1827 his pro-

posals for a double line of chaukis one on the Bhartpur, Dholpur and Gwalior

frontier and the other along the Jumna were brought into effect. When Commis-

sioners of Revenue and Circuit were appointed by Regulation I of 1829 they

took over from the Board of Revenue the duty of deciding the penalty in cases

of breach of the law.

14. Regulation I of 1833 retransferred the control of the Customs in the

North-Western Provinces from the Board of Customs to the Board of Revenue

at Allahabad.

Meanwhile Mr. G. H. Smith, Deputy Collector of Customs at Meerut, had

made strong representations of the " utter rottenness
"
of the existing system of

customs administration. The result was that Sir Charles (then Mr.) Trevelyan

was asked to report on the inland customs and town duties. As the result of his

report transit duties were abolished in 1833 and in their place a customs line was

established on the frontier along which duties on imports were levied on their
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arrival, and a second line was formed, as a check on the first one, along the Jumna.

Both lines were placed in charge of a single European patrol. The old chaukis

were abolished and in their stead new posts were established along each line,

forming thus a double cordon. The new system rendered useless the Customs

Houses at Meerut, Bareilly, Cawnpore and Farrukhabad, but these were not abolish-

ed till 1835.

15. In 1831 Mr. G. H. Smith was appointed Collector of Customs in charge

of the line from the hills to Muttra. His headquarters were at Delhi. He had

deputies stationed at Hodal and Saharanpur. He was constantly on tour and of

course all confiscations of contraband goods were made on the east of the customs

line along the frontier, and the cases bad to be sent to the Commissioners of the Agra
and Meerut divisions for the adjudication of penalties : hence the records of the

Hodal and Delhi Custom Houses properly belong to these provinces and not to the

Punjab. Mr. Smith was sometimes called Collector of Government Customs and

at others Commissioner of Government Customs. In the same year Mr. Blunt was

appointed Collector of Government Customs at Agra to superintend the patrol and

preventive establishment on that part of the customs line south of Muttra with the

object of suppressing the extensive system of smuggling that prevailed inthe

Agra district.

Act XVI of 1836 legalized the frontier line which had been established two

years previously and reduced the number of dutiable articles to six salt, shawls,

ootton pieces, sugar, tobacco and iron. Other additions were subsequently made.

16. In 1843 another great change in the system of customs administration

was made by Regulation XIV of 1843. This regulation exempted every article from

duty except salt, sugar and cotton. This regulation was passed at the instance of

Mr. Smith, Commissioner of Government Customs, who had for some time main-

tained that if the tax on salt were raised and properly collected it would yield all the

revenue required. Sugar and cotton tvere retained on the tariff as a precautionary

measure. The salt duty amounted to Rs. 2 per maund on salt imported and an

extra Re. 1 per maund on salt transmitted east of Allahabad.

The Act abolished the double line of chaukis and concentrated the whole

customs establishment along a single frontier cordon. Assistant patrols wera

appointed. The line was divided into beats. Goods could only be passed at the

open chaukis ; between these some close, or preventive, chaukis were established

and thus a complete cordon was preserved.

17. Act XIV of 1843 did not itself give the location of the customs houses

but merely empowered the Local Government to issue rules determining the places

and method of collecting duties. Such rules were published in the Government

of Agra Gazette of 15th February 1844. They ordered "that custom houses for

entering the exports and imports and for receiving the duties authorized by the Act

shall be established at Sirsa, Hansi, Delhi, Kurnaul Horul, Agra, Kalpi, Rajapur,

Allahabad and Mirzapur, the first six forming the first or Delhi division of customs

and the last four the second or Mirzapur division of customs."

Two collectors (or commissioners) of customs were appointed one for each

division each of the other custom houses was placed in charge of a deputy col-

lector.

In 1855 the direction of the salt line (as it came to be called) was changed in

order to include Saugor, the Narbada territory and eastern Bundelkhand, and fresh

custom houses were established at Jhansi, Saugor and Hoshangabad.

18. From the above brief outline it will be seen that Regulation XI of 1804:

established three custom houses in the territory that forms the present Agra

division, viz. those at Agra, Fnrrukhabad and Etawah. Regulation IX of 1810

abolished the Etawah Customs House. Of the early records very few have been

preserved, so that there are no existing records of the old Etawah Custom House.

The early customs records, therefore, are confined to the Agra and Farrukhabad

Custom Houses.
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Until 1826 the Board of Revenue in the Western Province had complete con-

trol of the Customs department, and, as the customs records in the Board's office

are very meagre, the records prior to 1826 in the Commissioner's office (which

consist of original letters received by the Board and office copies of letters issued)

contain nearly all the existing correspondence regarding the customs revenue of

these provinces.

Those relating solely to the Agra or Farrukhabad Custom Houses have been

retained at Agra, while those of a general nature have been removed to the record

room of the Board of Revenue under orders of Government.

As we have seen, in 1826 the control of the customs was transferred from the

Revenue Board to the Board of Customs at Fort William. The former, however,

retained their jurisdiction in cases involving penalty for breach of Customs laws, and

also retained control of
" all matters of detail connected with the manufacture and

general management of the salt concerns at Noh." From this it follows that the

records from 1826 to 1829 being confined only to this branch of the customs juris-

diction, are of considerably less interest and importance than the earlier records.

In 1829 Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit were appointed, and, as we

have seen, these took over from the Board of Revenue the duty of determining the

penaltv in cases of confiscation, and, as they formed the channel of communication

between the Collectors of Government Customs and the Board of Customs, the

Agra customs records after 1829 again became of greater interest.

Act XIV of 1843, by appointing two Commissioners or Collectors of Government

Customs who controlled the various custom house officers, relieved the Commis-

sioner of Revenue of the greater part of his Customs duties. At first there was

some clash of authority between the Commissioner of Customs and the Commis-

sioner of Revenue. As a result of this the Commissioner of Government Customs

'made a reference to Government, and Government replied in a letter dated the

22nd March 1843, saying
" In the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor's opinion

the jurisdiction of the Commissioner (of Revenue) extends only to passing judg-

ment upon cases of seizure, and that these officers have no power of general control

over the subordinate authorities in the Customs department." Hence from that

year onwards the customs records in the office of the Commissioner of Agra have

little or no interest, being confined to requests of the various deputy collectors of

customs to confiscate smuggled goods and levy penalties and the Commissioner's

replies thereto in a stereotyped form. Accordingly I have destroyed fully 90 per
cent, of the customs records between the years 1845 and 1857, merely retaining
about 1 per cent, of the letters as samples of the manner in which the work of

the department was carried on.

19. The details of the customs records now in the office of the Commissioner

of the Agra division are as follows :

Agra Custom House:

Letters received by the Board or the Commissioner from 1808

to 1857 ... ... ... ... ... 12 Tolnme.
Letters issued by the Board or the Commissioner from 1809

to 1857 ... ... ... ... ... 5 n

Farrukhabad Custom House. These records were arranged by Mr. R. P.

Dewhurst in one series consisting of nine volumes. The series dates

from 3rd July 1810, and ends with a letter dated the 4th January
1852. There are, however, numerous breaks in the series.

As we have seen, the regular Custom House at Farrukhabad was abolished

in 1835 so that the customs records proper end with that year. The
few letters of the years 1845, 1847, 1848 and 1852 are addressed to

the Collector of Revenue and relate to salt revenue.

Practically all the records have been listed in the printed list of Farrukh-
abad records prepared under Mr. Dewhurst's supervision.

The customs records of the other custom houses have not been listed, but their

general nature is indicated by the Farrukhabad list.



Sodal Custom House. These fall into two series:

Letters received from the officer in charge for the period 1836

to 1867 ... ... ... ... ... 4 volume!.

Letters issued to the officer in charge for the period 1835 to

1866 ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 volume.

Etawah Custom House. The Etawah customs records are few in number and

have all been placed in one guard book.

The correspondence covers the period 1810 to 1829. The letters of 1810

include a few from the Commercial Resident of Etawah and Kalpi. The remain-

ing letters are from the Collector of Revenue, as Regulation IX of 1810 abolished

the regular custom house at Etawah.

Customs correspondence of a general nature and correspondence with the Collector

or Commissioner of Customs on the North-West Frontier. These fall into three

series :

(1) Customs circulars received by the Commissioner ... 1 volume.

(2) letters ... ... ... i

(3) issued ... ... ... ... 1 M

20. The revenue, judicial and political records. These have been divided

into

(1) records of a general nature appertaining to the whole division
;

(2) records relating exclusively to particular districts in the division, i.e.

appertaining to

(4) the Etah district,

(5) Mainpuri

(6) Farrukhabad,,

}
volume.

1 Tolume.

}
M *

(1) the Agra district,

(2) Etawah

(3) Muttra

21. The general papers have been classified as follows :

(1) Revenue.

(a) Correspondence with Government

(i) Letters received ... ... .

(ii) ,, issued ... ... ... ...

(b) Correspondence with Board of Revenue

(i) Letters received ... _. ...

(ii) issued ... ... ...

(c) Miscellaneous correspondence

(i) Letters received ... ra ...

(ii) issued ... ... .

(d) Revenue circulars

(i) Eeceived

(ii) Issued

(2) Judicial

(a) Correspondence with Government

(i) Letters received . ... ...

(ii) issued ... ... ...

(Hi) Circulars received ... ... ...

(b) Correspondence with the Nizamat Adawlnt

(i) Letters received

(ii) issued ...

(iii) Circulars received ...

(e) Miscellaneous correspondence

(i) Letters received ... ... ...

(ii) issued ...

(3) Political.

Letters received by the Agent to the Governor General

Also a volume of letters relating to the Nawab of Farrukhabad which I

brought in from Farrukhabad. These letters relate to the period 1810 to 1820.

22. The revenue papers of a general nature in the Commissioner's office

include some correspondence between Government and the Board of Commissioners

1 volume.

3 volumes.

1 volume.

3 volume*.

2

4

1 volume.

3 volumes.

3

1 volume.

3 volumes.
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of so general a nature as to deal with all the districts in the Ceded and Conquered

Provinces. As these seemed out of place in the Commissioner's office and as the

correspondence is embodied in the volumes of proceedings in the Board's office,

I have, under the orders of Government, transferred these letters to the record

room of the Civil Secretariat at Allahabad.

23. It is worthy of note that at the time of the constitution of the office of

Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit the territory comprising roughly, the

present Agra division and the Aligarh district was formed into two Commissioner-

shipa, viz. I-

The second or Agra division which included the Agra, Aligarh and Saidabad

districts.

The third or Farrukhabad division which comprised the Farrukhabad, Main-

puri, Sirhpura and Etawah districts.

The two offices were not held by the same person. Mr. Moore was the first

Commissioner of the second division, and Mr. Newnham the first Commissioner of

the third division. Thus the early records contain the correspondence of both

officers. That relating to the Aligarh district I have had removed to the record

room of the Commissioner of Meerut. I have done likewise with all duplicate

circulars received by these Commissioners.

The amalgamation of the two dWisions took place early in 1838 : the records

do not reveal the exact date. There is, however, a letter dated the 29th April 1838

from the Commissioner of the Agra division to the printer of the Calcutta Gazette

requesting him to discontinue forwarding a copy of the gazette to the Commissioner

at Farrukhabad because the two commissionerships have been united and the office

of the new oommissionership is situated at Agra.

24. The papers of a general nature are of considerable interest from an his-

torical point of view.

The revenue correspondence suffices to give a fairly complete outline of the

revenue history of the division and indeed of the province generally.

As the commissioner was also superintendent of police the judicial records

include annual police reports- ior the division which set forth in considerable

detail the history of crime, the state of the roads, and other judicial matters.

The political records are somewhat scanty. They relate chiefly to- the affairs

of the Nawabs of Farrukhabad. It is worthy of note that the Political Agent
to the Governor General was not in variably the Commissioner -of the division : the

office was sometimes held by the Judge of Farrukhabad.

25. The records appertaining to . each district (except those of Farrukhabad

which were arranged by Mr. Dewhurst) have been divided into four series :

(1) Revenue letters received
.,,")

(2) issued ,.. I

(3) Judicial ; , received >by the Commissioner.

(4) issued ...
j

In the case of the Agra district I have made up into files some of the correspon-
dence which appears to be of exceptional interest.

26. As stated above, the classification of the records according to districts

proved a matter of some little difficulty on account of the great changes that have
taken place in the names and boundaries of the various districts which constitute

the Agra division. Under the paragraphs dealing with each district I have en-

deavoured to set forth concisely the more important territorial changes undergone
by each.

The records which have been pasted in guard books are what remain after

careful weeding, in the course of which were destroyed everything of no value

whatever, but nothing that can have value for either the administrator or the

historian. The majority of the records appertaining to the Farrukhabad district

have been listed ia the printed list prepared by Mr. Dewhurst. There are no lists
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of the records of the remaining districts, but the Farrukhabad district lists suffice

to show the general nature of the records appertaining to the other five districts.

Speaking generally, the revenue records consist largely of revenue statements,

.g. hal taiiziti, statements of outstanding balances, work done by the various

revenue officers, lands sold for arrears of revenue, compensation statements of

land taken up for special purposes, &o. The judicial records consist largely of

statistics of crime.

27. The records appertaining to the Agra district. The records of the Agra
district are more interesting and more voluminous than those relating to any other

district in the division
; and ;is the area of the Agra district has undergone fewer

changes than that of some of the other districts in the division, the arrangement
of the records has been comparatively easy. The only important territorial change
made in the Agra district was the transfer of the parg anas of Muttra, Kosi and

Chhata to the Muttra district in 1832. The records prior to 1832 of the above

three tahsils are to be found among the records appertaining to the Agra district.

As the correspondence relating to the Taj, Fatehpur-Sikri, Sikandra, &o.,

appeared to be of exceptional interest, I have separated this from, the ordinary

judicial and revenue series.

28. The Agra records fall into eleven series:

Series 1.-- Revenue letters received by the Board of Revenue or the Commis-

sioner, 1807 to 1857. These consist of two bastas of unbound papers*
and fifteen guard books.

Series II. Rerctiite letters issued by the Board of Revenue or the Commis'

sioner, 1807 to 1857. This series consists of one basta of unbound

papers and three guard books.

The records of series I and II for the year 1840 contain a number of letters

relating to the settlement made at that time by Mr. Mansell, the Collector.

Series III. Judicial letters received by the Board of Revenue or the Commis-

sioner, 1822 to 1857. Twenty volumes.

Series IF. Judicial letters issued by the Board of Revenue or the Commis-

sioner, 1822 to 1857. Eight volumes.

The judicial records prior to 1828 are meagre and relate exclusively to the

chaukidnri tax. The letters are addressed to the Superintendent of Police,

"Western Provinces. This official ceased to exist in 1829, his duties being under-

taken by the various Coramissiouers of Revenue and Circuit. The records of the

year 1838 are of considerable interest as showing in great detail how the fearful

famine of that year was fought. So great was the distress in the Agra district

that at one time nearly 100,000 souls were employed on relief works.

Series V, Correspondence relating to the Taj buildings and establishment.

One volume.

Series VL-^Correspondence between the Commissioner and the Local Agents

appointed under Regulation XIX of 1810, and the Road and Ferry
Fund Committees. Six volumes, i.e. four volumes of letters received

by the Commissioner, two volumes of letters issued by the Commis-

sioner. This correspondence relates largely to nazul land, roads,

bridges, ferries, dispensaries, mosques, public gardens, Ac., of Agra.
The file should prove useful to the nazul officer and the municipal

board.

Series VII. Correspondence relating to the Fort at Agra. One volume.

Series VIII. Correspondence relating to the gardens and buildings at

Sikandra. One volume.

Series IX. Correspondence relating to the Cotton Farm at Agfa. One

volume.

As the correspondence prior to March 1, 1829, is all contained in the bound volumes of

proceedings in the Board of Revenue at Allahabad, it has not been deemed necessary to incur the

expense of pasting these in guard books.
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Series X. Correspondence relating to (he Itimad-ud-daul'i. One volume/

Series Xf. Correspondence relating to the endowment and Khadims of the

Fatehpur- Sikri Durgih. One volume.

29. The records appertaining to the IltMra district. Prior to 1824 the

parganas that compose the present Muttra district were distributed between the

Agra and the Aligarh districts. Those to the west of the Jumna which include

Muttra and Gobardhan formed part of the Agra district, while those to the east

of the Jumna belonged to the Aligarh district.

On llth March 1815 parganas Sadabad, Mahaban, Raya, Sonai and Sahpan
and others were consolidated into a sub-division of the Aligarh district and placed

under Mr. Boulderson, with head quarters at Sadabad. Mr. Boulderson corre-

sponded direct with the Board of Revenue and was styled an Assistant on deputa-

tion. His duties were chiefly confined to settlement operations. The following

year some changes were made in the area under his jurisdiction. The Muttra

records contain a number of letters written to and by Mr. Boulderaon in' the year

1815. But there is not a single letter extant of the period 1816 to 18^3.

In 18^4, when considerable territorial changes were made in the Conquered

Provinces, the following parganas of the Aligarh district were made into a

separate Collectorate, with head quarters at Sadabad : Sadabad, Sikandra Rao,

Mahaban, Mat, Sonai, Raya, Jalesar.

It will be observed that these parganas (except for Jalesar and Sikandra Rao)

are roughly equivalent to that portion of the present Muttra district which is

situated east of the Jumna. Thus the present Muttra district may be said to have

arisen in 1824, but it was not until 1832 that it assumed anything like its present

form. In that year the parganas now known as Muttra, Kosi and Chhata we're

added to the district from Agra and the head quarters transferred from Sadabad to

Muttra.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that the records prior to 1832 dealing

with Muttra, Gobardhan and other parts west of the Jumna must be looked for,

not among the records of the Muttra, but among those of the Agra district. The

records of the old Sadabad district that exist in the Commissioner's office are not

very voluminous and relate only to the revenue administration.

The Muttra records from 1832 onwards are neither voluminous nor of much

importance. The papers dealing with the famine of 1838 seem to be the only ones

of any general interest.

30. From the foregoing it will be apparent that the Muttra records fall natu-

rally into three classes :

(1) Correspondence of Mr. Boulderson on deputation in 1815.

(2) the Collector of Sadabad from 1824 to 1831.

The above are tied up between file boards in bastas.

(3) Correspondence with the Magistrate and Collector of Muttra from 18S2 to

1857.

This has been divided into four series :

(1) Letters issued to the Magistrate, 1832 to 1857 ... ... I volume.

(2) received from the Magistrate, 1832 to 1857 ... 9 volumes.

(3) issued to the Collector, 1833 to 1857 ... ... 1 volume.

(4) received from the Collector, 1833 to 1857 (none of 1850) 10 volumes.

31. The records appertaining to the Etawah district. At the first acquisition
of the territory the area placed under the Collector of Etawah was very large

comprising as it did the greater portions of the present districts of Mainpuri,
Etawah and Etah and portions of the districts of Agra, Muttra, Aligarh and

Cawnpore. His head quarters were at Mainpuri.
Between 1803 and 1818 several transfers of territory were- effected between

Etawah and the adjoining districts with the object of making the Etawah

jurisdiction more compact.
In 1814 Mr. Calvert was placed in charge of certain parganas of the district

and his head quarters were fixed at Kasganj. Mr. Calvert's deputation appears to

have lasted about two years.
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32. In 1824 the Etawah district was broken up into four separate Collector-

ate jurisdictions, viz. the collectorship of Etawah with head quarters at Mainpuri,

and the sub-collectorships of Etawah, Bela aud Sirhpura.

The three sub-collectors, although they corresponded direct with the Board

of Revenue, were in s'ime respects subordinate to the neighbouring Collectors.

The Collector of Etawah (Muinpuri) superintended the Sub-Collector of Etawah,

while the Collector of Fnrrukhabud exercised a certain amount of control over the

Sub-Collectors at Uela and Sirhpura.

The Collector, whose head quarters had all along been at Maiupuri, was then,

and for some years continued to be, styled the Collector of Etawah, although the

Etawah parganas were no longer in his district. For this reason I have, from the

date of tho formation of the Etawah sub-division, included the correspondence of

the Collector of Etawah (Maiupuri) in the records appertaining to the Mainpuri
district.

33. In 1837 there was another general rearrangement of the jurisdiction of

the Conquered Provinces which resulted in the disappearance of the Bela Sub-

Collectorate from March 1, 1837, and the raising of the Sub-Collector of Etawah

to the status of a Collector.

The resolution of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor of the North-Western

Provinces effecting these changes is dated the 12th December 1836 and runs :

"
1. The Right Hon'ble the Governor General in Council having been pleased

to sanction the formation of a new district comprising the sub-collectorships

and joint magistracies of Bela and Etawah, and a portion of the present district

of Cawnpore, the following resolution is here recorded :

"
2. Etawah is to be the principal station of the new district and the district

is to be called the district of Etawah.

"3. The district of which Mynpooree is the principal station, with the annex-

ations that will now be made to it, is to be designated the district of Mynpooree.

"4. The limits of the districts of Cawnpore, Futtehghur, Suheswan and

Allyghur will be modified according to the sketch attached to the resolution.**
"

6.
* * A civil and sessions judge, a collector and magistrate and

a Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector will be appointed for the new district."

From 1837 onwards there has not been any very considerable change in the

area of the Etawah district.

34. Thus the Etawah records fall into four classes

(1) Tl\e records of the old Etaicah district, which included the present

Etawah, Etah and Mainpuri districts, in addition to other territory.

These records date from 1310. They are tied up in file boards and are

placed in a single basta. They consist of a large number of revenue

letters relating to the district, issued and received by the Board of

Commissioners.

There are no judicial letters of the period 1810 to 1824.

(2) The records of the Etawah sub-division, 1824 to 1837. These consist of

five volumes :

Revenue letters received, 1824 to 1836 ... ... ... 2 volumes.

issued, 1824 to 1836 ... ... ... 1 volume.

Judicial letters received, 1830 to 1836 ... ... ... 1

issued, 1829 to 1836 ... ... ... 1

(3) The records of the Bela sub-division, 1824 to 1837. Six volumes :

Revenue letters received, 1825 to 1837 ... ... ... 3 volumes.

issued, 1825 to 1837 ... ... ... 1

Judicial letters received, 1830 to 1836 ... ... ... 1

issued, 1S26 to 1836 ... ... ... 1
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(4) The records of the modern Etawah district, formed on March 1, 1837, by

the union of the Etawah and Bela sub-divisions :

Bevenue letters received, 1836 to 1857 ... ... I B volumes.

issued, 1837 to 1857 ... 2

,, statements... ... * "

Judicial letters received, 1837 to 1857 ... ... 16 >

issued, 1837 to 1857 2

The revenue series include some correspondence of the years 1840 and 1841

of Mr. Gubbins who conducted the settlement. The four volumes of revenue

statements consist of

(a) statements of arrears of revenue for the years 1815-6 and 1846-7 ;

(b) summarily settled estates, 1845.

There are no revenue records for the year 1848.

The judicial series include voluminous correspondence between the Road and

Ferry Fund Committees and the Commissioner. Among the judicial papers of

1857 is a letter from Mr. A. 0. Hume, the Magistrate and Collector, describing

the measures taken by him to protect Etawah from the mutineers.

35. The records appertaining to the Etah district. These are not voluminous

as the district was never of much importance and for a long time was completely

merged in the neighbouring districts. In order to explain the arrangement of the

Etah records I give a short history of the district. When the territory was ceded

to the British in 1803 the Etah district did not exist as such. The land which now

forms it was distributed between the districts of Etawah, Farrukhabad, Aligarh and

Moradabad. This arrangement left the parganas which now make up the Etah

district a long distance from head quarters, so far indeed that (vide Etah Gazetteer)

"as early as 1811, it was found necessary to place a European officer at Patiali

with criminal jurisdiction over the surrounding parganas."

There are no records of this officer in the Commissioner's office. There exists

some correspondence of the years 3814 and 181 5 between the Board of Commis-

sioners and Mr. Calvert, assistant on deputation at Kasganj.
" In 1816," writes

Mr. Neave (Etah Gazetteer, page 104),
" the head quarters of the sub-division were

moved from Patiali to Sirhpura and were placed under charge of Mr. Calvert, at

that time the Assistant Secretary to the Board of Commissioners ... In 1824

Etawah was distributed among the Collectorate of Mainpuri, and the three Sub-

Collectorates of Etawah, Bela and Sirhpura, about half the present district, falling

to the last sub-diviaion."

There are in the Commissioner's office no records of the Sirhpura sub-division

relating to the period 1816 to 1823. "In 1824," continues Mr. Neave, "Mr.
Herbert was appointed Deputy Collector of Sirhpura and, in addition to the

special magisterial powers that he possessed for the suppression of dacoity and

highway robberies, was also invested with the revenue jurisdiction and received

charge of the parganas of Sirhpura and Sahawar from Mr. Swetenham and of Etah

Sakit, &c., from the Collector of Etawah. He made Patiali his head quarters."

Mr. Herbert was succeeded by Mr. Turner, who again gave over charge to Mr.

Newnham in 1826.

None of the correspondence of Mr. Herbert has been preserved in the Commis-

sioner's office, but there are a number of revenue letters written to and by Mr.

Turner, the earliest being dated 12th April 18^4. No letters exist of the years
1826 and 1827.

" In 1827," writes Neave,
" the parganas of Bilram, &c., were transferred from

Sahaswan (Budaun) to Sirhpura, and during the same year the head quarters were

removed to Fatehgarh. In 1828 the special magisterial powers were withdrawn,
but the revenue jurisdiction remained separate until 1837, when Patiali was

attached to the Azamnagar tahsil in the Farrukhabad district, the Sahaswan par-

ganas were restored to the Budaun district, and the Etawah parganas were given
to Mainpuri."
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There exist in the Commissioner's office a few Sirhpura records of 1838, the

earliest of which is dated the 23rd August 1838 and signed by Mr. Lindsay, Sub-

Collector. There are one or two letters of 1829 signed by Mr. Lindsay. There

are none of 1830. In 1831 we find Mr. Home in charge and he styles himself
"
Principal Assistant, Sirhpura Sub-Collector's office," and this title ia retained

till 1835 when there is a break in the records. From 1837 to 1845 the Sirhpura
sub-division was, as we have seen, merged in the Farrukhabad district and there

are in consequence no separate record! for those years.
" When the special officer was withdrawn," continues Neave, "the Ahirs and

Aheriyas at once recommenced their old habits of plunder and armed resistance,

and dacoities organized by one Kanhsuya, an Ahir from the Jumna ravines in the

Mainpuri district, became so frequent that it was again found necessary to make

special arrangements for the preservation of the public peace in the tract The
southern and central parganus were still covered with dhak jungle and were

studded with mud forts surrounded with moats and protected by fences of

bamboo. The landholders were a turbulent and fearless race, who still preserved
recollections of the days when it was considered a mark of disrespect to call for

the revenue without some show of force accompanying the demand. Accordingly
a separate charge was formed on the 26th April 1845 to which Mr. Wynyard was

appointed as deputy collector and joint magistrate.

The sub-division now comprised tahsil Azamnagar, containing parganas Barma,

Azamnagar and Patiali, from the Farrukhabad district
;
tahsil Sakit, including

pargana Sakit; Sirhpura, Sahawar-Karsana; Etah and Sonhar, from the Mainpuri

district, and tahsil Kasganj, comprising parganas Bilram, Soron, Faizpur, Badaria,

Aulai and Nidhpur from Budaim. In 1847 the deputy collector was made subordi-

nate to the Collectors of the several districts from which the parganas placed under

his care had been taken, to the extent that the Patiali revenue accounts had to

be sent up through these Collectors. From 1850 onwards the deputy collector

again dealt directly with the Commissioner.

Towards the end of 1852, when Mr. F. 0. Mayne was deputy collector and

joint magistrate, the head quarters were transferred from Patiali to Etah on the

Grand Trunk Road, and from that date the district has borne the name of Etah.

In 1856 parganas Marehra and Pachlana were received from Aligarh."
36. Thus the Etah records fall into four classes :

(i) Revenue correspondence of Mr. Calvert on deputation at

Kasganj, 1814 and 1815 ... ... ... ... 1 volume.

(ii) Revenue correspondence of the Sirhpnra sub-collectorate,

t
1824 to 1835 ... ... ... ... ... 2 volumes.

(iii) Revenue and judicial correspondence of the Patiali sub-

collectorate and joint magistracy, 1846 to 1852 (October) 1 volume,

(iv) Revenue and judicial correspondence of the Etah sub-

collectorate and joint magistracy, 1852 (November) to

1857 ... ... ... ... ... 4 volumes, i.e. 2 volumes

judicial correspon-

dence and 2 volumes

revenue correspon-

dence.

37. The records appertaining to the Mainpuri district. Although from the

date of the acquisition of the territory a Collector has always been stationed at

Mainpuri, the Mainpuri district can scarcely be said to have come into existence

before 1824 when the old district of which Mainpuri was the head quarters waa

split up into the Mainpuri and other collectorate jurisdictions. Even after that

the Collector of Mainpuri was for some years styled the Collector of Etawah, and

this explains why it is that the earlier Mainpuri records are all addressed to the

Collector or the Judge and Magistrate of Etawah.

It is worthy of note, however, that on April 1, 1815, Mr. W. H. Valpy, an

assistant on deputation, was placed in exclusive charge of the Shikohabad and

neighbouring parganas.

38. The Mainpuri revenue records do not contain anything of great import-

ance. In addition to the usual revenue records they include a few statements of
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rainfall and some lists of current prices, but these are too meagre to possess mudls

statistical value.

Among the records are a number of letters relating to the settlement made ir

1839 and 1840 by Mr. Edmonstone.

The judicial records are of greater general interest than the revenue ones ; as>

in the case of the other districts they contain some statistics relating to the famine

of 1838.

They include voluminous correspondence between the Commissioner and the1

Road and Ferry Fund Committees. They further include some information

regarding the chaukidari system, and a few interesting papers relating to female

infanticide which, as will be remembered, was very prevalent among the Chauhan

Thakurs of Mainpuri.

39. The records fall into four series :

(i) Revenue letters received, 1824 to 1857 ... ... 16 volnmei.

(ii) issued, 1824 to 1856 ... ... 2

(iii) Judicial received, 1829 to 1857 ... ... 14

(iv) issued, 1829 to 1857 ... ... 3

40. The records appertaining to the Farrukhabad district. These records were

arranged under the supervision of Mr. R. P. Dewhurst in 1904. In his report dated

the 13th April 1 904 he writes :
" The whole of the Farrukhabad records, after being

weeded by me, have been bound together, making a series of forty-seven volumes.

Twenty-one volumes comprise the revenue records of the years from 1809 to 1857,

the only year the papers of which are not forthcoming being 1810. The judicial

records begin from the year 1829, and form an unbroken series up to the mutiny,

filling seventeen volumes. The remaining nine volumes consist of records connected

wjth the Customs department, commencing from the year 1810 and terminating in

the year 1853, but the series is broken in several places, as no papers exist for the

years 1811, 1822, 1823, 1829, 1836 and 1844 inclusive and 1849 to 1852 inclusive.

Printed lists of the contents of these forty-seven volumes are in course of prepara-

tion."

It will be observed that under the arrangement above described the letters

issued and received have deen pasted together in one series, so that the

Farrukhabad revenue and judicial records form one series each instead of two aa is

the case with the records relating to the other districts of the division.

41. There are thus two series of Farrukhabad records:

Seriet /. Kevenne correspondence from April 22, 1809 to 1857 ... 21 volumes.

., II. Judicial correspondence from 2nd March 1829 to 1857 ... 17

42. As the jurisdiction of the Collector of Government Customs at Farr*kh-

abad was not coterminous with that of the magistrate and collector, I have placed

the Farrukhabad Customs records along with the other customs records and have

noted upon them in that connection.

43. Among the records of the other districts of the division I came upon a

number relating to Farrukhabad. Having weeded out the unimportant documents,
I pasted those that remained in their proper places in the guard books made up
under Mr. Dewhurst's orders. These documents of course do not appear in the

printed lists, but they form only a small percentage of the whole.

Thus practically all the Farrukhabad records have been listed and the printed

lists are of value, not only in facilitating reference to the Farrukhabad records, but

as showing generally the nature of the records in the Commissioner's office.

Unfortunately the guard books of the records appertaining to the Farrukhabad

district were rather hurriedly made up, with the result that several of the letters

are misplaced : revenue letters sometimes being placed in the customs volumes, &o,,
and occasionally a document relating to another district occurs in a Farrukhabad
volume.

The correspondence of the Agent to the Governor General relating to the

Nawab of Farrukhabad is to be found among the political correspondence of a

general nature.



44. Tablf showing the contents of the bastas of pre-muttny records:

Number of Contents,
basia.

(1 to 5) Correspondence of a general nature.

I One volume of revenue letters to and from Government.
. I Two volumes Board of Revenue.

"\ One volume of miscellaneous revenue correspondence.
( One ,i revenue circulars issued by the Commissioner,

s < Three volumes

i Four political correspondence.

( Three volumes of judicial letters received from Government.
,, issued to Government.

( Four ,, i, circulars from Government.
4. J. One volume of miscellaneous judicial letters received.

( .. ., .. issued.

5. Six volumes of letters and circulars from and to the Nizamat Adawlnt.

(6 to 17) Correspondence relating to the Agra district.

, ( Revenue letters issued by Board of Commissioners between ... 1810 and 1829.

\ received
'

... 1809 1816.

7. ... 1817 1829.

8. Biz volumes of revenue letters received ... ... ... 1829 to 1845.

9. i) if it ii i* ... ... . 1846 || 1855.

, n (Three ,........ ... ... 1855 1857.

I issued ... ... ... 1829 1857,

11. Five judicial received ... ... ... 1822 1838.

12. | ( tt M M i ** 1838 jt 1843*

13. ,, ,, ... ... ... 1844 1852.

14. ,, it ii it -i ... ... ... 1853 ., 1867.

15. Eight issued ... ... .., 1829 1857.

16. Six of correspondence relating to the city of Agra.

17. ,, ii containing files relating to

The Taj Mahal.

Agra Fort.

Fatehpnr-Sikri.

Sikandra.

Etimad-nd-danla.

Agra cotton farm,

(18 to 23) Correspondence relating to the Mainpuri district.

18. Siz volumes oil revenue letters received ... ... ... 1824 to 1841.

19. H 11 it 11 it ... ... ... 1842 ,, 1854.

... (Font ,1 ... ... ... 1854 1857.

iTwo issued ... ... ... 1824 1856.

21. Five judicial received ... ... ... 1829 1841.

22. Siz ... ... ... 1841 1853.

, (Three ... ... ... 1883 1857.
i3 '

I iisaed ... ... ... 1829 1857.

(24) Correspondence relating to the Etah district,

84. Eight volumes of correspondence.

(25 to 28) Correspondence relating to the Muttra district.

{Correspondence

between the Board of Commissioners and

(1) Mr. Boulderson on deputation,

(2) The Collector of Saidabad.

Five volumes of revenue letters received from the Collector of 1833 to 1849.
Muttra.

(Five volumes of revenue letters received ... ...
'

... 1851 1857.
"

( One volume issued .. ... ... 1833 1856.

S7. Five volumes of judicial received ... ... ... 1832 1814.

(Four ... ... _. 1844 1857.
"*

\ One volume of isaued ... ... ... 1832 ,. 1856.

(29 to 37) Correspondence relating to the Etaicah district.

29. Loose revenue correspondence of the old Etawah district ... 1810 to 1820.

30. Five volumes of revenue and judicial correspondence of the 1824 1837.

Etawah sub-division.

31. Siz volumes of revenue and judicial correspondence of the Bela 1824 1837.

sub-division.

32. Six volumes of revenue letters received from the Collector of 1836 1847.

Etawah.

33. Six volumes of revenue letters received from the Collector of 1847 1854.

Etawah.

( Three volumes of revenue letters received from the Collector 1854 1857.

34. \
of Etawah.

I Two volumes of revenue letters issued to the collector of Etawah 1837 1867.

Four volumes of revenue statements,
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36. Bis volumes of jndicial letters received ... ... ... 1837 to 1844.

86 ,
18*6 1853.

,. /Font ... ... ... 1854 1857.
S7>

ITwo issued ... ... ... 1837 1857.

(38 to 43) Correspondence relating to the Farrukhabad district.

88. Seven volumes of revenue correspondence ... ... ... 1809 to 1825.

39. ... ... ... J825 1841.

40.

41. Six

42.

43. Five

... 1842 1857.

judicial ... ... ... 1829 1838.

... ... ... 1838 1850.

1850 1857

(44 to 48) Customs correspondence.

44. Six volumes of letters received from the Collector of Customs, 1808 to 1831.

Agra.

45. Six volumes of letters received from the Collector of Customs, 1832 1857.

Agra.

. / Five volumes of letters issued to the Collector of Customs, Agra... 1809 1857.
1

(One volume of correspondence with Collector of Customs, Etawah.

.- /Five volume Deputy Collector of Customs, Hodal.
'

i Three ,, ,, of a general nature.

48. Nine with Farrukhabad Cnstom House... 1810 1852.

I1.THE COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, AGRA.
45. All the pre-mutiny records in the office of the Collector of Agra appear to

have been destroyed, save a few settlement registers, a bill book for the period
1853 to 1863, a register of political and charitable pensions, and a guard book con-

taining some files (which have been listed) relating to the Taj and other public

buildings at Agra.
111. THE COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, MAINPURI.

46. The records at Mainpuri were all destroyed in the mutiny. There are,

however, some original accounts of the rising of 1857 at Mainpuri by eye-witnesses.

These I have pasted in a guard book.

IV. TEE COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, ETAWAH.
47. The Etawah district records were supposed all to have been destroyed

by the mutineers. In November 1858 Mr. A. 0. Hume wrote :
" The entire records

of my sudder office, English and vernacular, have been destroyed a selection of

the most valuable of these escaped for a time, it is true, but they too ultimately

perished."

That two files of pre-mutiny records and the Government of Agra Gazette for

the year 1854 still exist at Etawah must be due to the fact that they happened to

be in the possession of some official at the time the record room was destroyed.
The two existing files are

(1) a settlement file of the years 1821 and 1822 including a printed extract

from the memorandum prepared on May 1st, 1819, by the Secretary to

Government and the printed proceedings of Government, dated the

22nd December 1822.

(2) A file of 1842 containing (1) general statements in acres and annual

jama statements of parganas Etawah, Phaphund, Bela, Aurayia,

Barhpura, Dulhi and Lakhna.

These files have been bound up in two volumes.

V.THE COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, FARRUKHABAD.
48. "Writing of the pre-mutiny records of the Farrukhabad district Mr. R. P.

Dewhurst says (April 1904) :
" The records in the office of the Collector of

Fatehgarh are few in number and of slight interest and importance. They amoun-
ted to only eighty-two files which were kept according to the old method in four.

They have now all been opened out and bound together. A printed list of the con-

tents has been prepared. It will be seen that the only files which are of any special
interest are a file of 1855 relating to the si-haqq pensions granted to members of

the family of the Nawab of Farrukhabad, and a file ol 1857 containing a descrip-
tion of the outbreak of the mutiny."

The above records date from 1819,



( 17 )

49. In addition to these I came upon a volume of correspondence of the Agent
to the Governor General relating to the Nawab of Farrukhabad. Although a few

of these letters are addressed to the Magistrate of Farrukhabad, the majority of

them are addressed to or written by Sir E. Colebroke, Member of the Board of

Commissioners, who was appointed Agent to the Governor General in the Ceded

Provinces. This correspondence dates from 1810. I have removed it to the Com-

missioner's office where I have placed it along with the other political corre-

spondence.

50. In 1910 Mr. H. G. Smith, I.C.S., made a thorough search of the English
record room at Fatehgarh and discovered a few pre-mutiny records that were not

then known to exist.

These have been listed and placed in a guard book. Most of these papers are

copies. There are, however, among them some original statements of the year

1847 of rent-free lands in the Farrukhabad district.

51. Thus the English pro-mutiny records in the Colleot9r's office at Fateh-

garh have all been collected in five guard books. They fall into three series :

Series I. Revenue files, three volumes 1809 to 1857. These have been listed in

the printed volume prepared by Mr. Dewhurst entitled "
Collector's office, Farrukh-

abad district Pre-mutiny Eecords." The revenue files have been well bound and the

volumes are in excellent condition. Unfortunately the files have not been number-

ed and there is nothing to show where a file ends and the next begins. Moreover,

they were carelessly arranged before being given to the binder : hence some of the

papers are out of place.

The file (no. 4) of 1842 relating to the pensionary allowance to the relatives and

descendants of the Nawab of Farrukhabad properly belongs to the Commissioner's

office.

Series IL Judicial files, one volume. These files have been properly bound

and are listed at the end of the above-mentioned printed volume. They form files

nos. 62 to 72.

Series III. 'Miscellaneous revenue papers, 1806 to 1854, one volume, There is a

list of them at the beginning of the volume.

VI.MUTTRA AND ETAH COLLECTORS.
52. There are no pre-mutiny records in either of these offices.

The Uth January 1911. D. DEWAB.





Notes on the Pre-mutiny Records of the

Rohilkhand Division.





A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
ROHILKHAND DIVISION.

I.THE COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.

As the contents of all the record rooms in the Rohilkhand division were

destroyed in th e Mutiny, there are scarcely any records relating to that division in

existence except of course those contained in the volumes of the proceedings of the

Board of Revenue at Allahabad.

2. The four guard books containing pre-Mutiny records now in the Commis-

sioner's office owe their existence to the fact that they were at Agra in 1857,

apparently having been left there by the Board of Revenue in the Western Pro-

vinces at the time of its abolition in 1829.

3. The majority of these Rohilkhand records were discovered at Agra by
Mr. R. P. Dewhurst in 1903. That officer, in paragraph 8 of his final report,

dated the 13th April 1904, mentions the existence of revenue papers of one year

of the Bareilly district and of customs papers of four years of Bareilly and

Moradabad. Mr. Dewhurst had these records pasted in guard books and listed in

volumes 3 and 4 of the lists of pre-Mutiny records in the Commissioner's office, Agra
division. These lists show that the earliest records discovered by Mr. Dewhurst

relate to the year 1814. I have since come upon a few earlier Bareilly and Morad-

abad customs records, which I have placed in Mr. Dewhurst's guard books.

4. The Bareilly custom house was abolished by Regulation IX of 1810, but

was re-established in 1812, and a few records of this year have been preserved. As

will be seen from the printed list, these customs records are not of much value.

There are, however, a few interesting documents among them, notably a letter

dated the 28th October 1819 from Mr. Sterling, Collector of Government Customs,

Bareilly, to the Board of Commissioners, which throws a lurid light on the dis-

honesty of the subordinate custom house officials of that time.

5. The Moradabad customs records cover the period 1812 to 1821, and have

all been pasted in one guard book. They are of no importance. There was no

regular custom house at Moradabad, so that they relate only to the levy of town

duties and to confiscation of salt. The majority of them were listed under

Mr. Dewhurst's supervision.

6. Mr. Dewhurst, as above stated, mentions the discovery at Agra of Bareilly

revenue papers of one year, but in volume III of the printed list of the Agra

pre-Mutiny records prepared under his supervision seventeen documents of the

years 1828, 1825, 1828 and 1829 are enumerated as Bareilly revenue records. A
perusal of this list shows that of these documents only one that of 1825 relates

to the Bareilly district. Moreover this is a covering letter, of which the enclosure

does not exist. I have therefore destroyed it and removed the remaining docu-

ments to the record rooms to which they proper ly belong. Thus, none of these

records are now at Bareilly. The only revenue records that exist are three letters

of the year 1826 relating to a bungalow at Bareilly for the court house of the

joint magistrate and sub-collector of Pilibhit, who at that time used to reside at

Bareilly from April to October. These letters I have placed at the end of the

third volume of the records of the Bareilly custom house.

7. In addition to the above-mentioned records there are in the Commissioner's

record room some copies of pre-Mutiny documents, scattered about in various

files, which I have not thought proper to disturb.

8. In 1904 Mr. Dewhurst recommended the recopying of the general register

of correspondence of 1857 and of the judicial register of the second half of 1858.

These recommendations have since been carried out.
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II.-COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, BAREILLY.

I visited this office on the 5th April 1910 and searched the record room. My
search revealed only copies of four pargana books prepared between 1845 and 1851.

The originals were destroyed in the Mutiny, but copies were obtained in 1859

from the Surveyor General's office at Calcutta. These volumes are in a good state

of preservation. Their contents are as follows :

No. i. "Purgunnah Roodurpur, district Bareilly,

Copied from the originals in the Reve- surveyed by Lieutenant D. C. Vanre-

nue Surveyor General's office, Calcutta, nen, Revenue Surveyor, in 1848 to

10th November 1859. 1851."

No. 2. "Purgunnahs Richah and part of Na-

Copied from the originals in the Reve- nuckmutha, district Bareilly, survey-

nue Surveyor General's office, Calcutta, ed by Lieutenant D. C. Vanrenen,

15th October 1859. Revenue Surveyor, 1849 to 1850."

No. 5. "Purgunnahs Guddurpoor, Kilpooree,

Copied from the originals in the Reve- and part of Nanuckmutha, district

nue Surveyor General's office, Calcutta, Bareilly, surveyed by Lieutenant D.

20th December 1859. C. Vanrenen, Revenue Surveyor, 1849

to 1851."

No. 6. "Purguunahs Bilheri, Pilibhit and Jahan-

Copied from the originals in the Reve- abad, district Bareilly, surveyed by
nue Surveyor General's office, Calcutta, Lieutenants F. J. Burgess and D. C.

25th January 1860. Vanrenen, Revenue Surveyors, 1851 to

1852."

Some of the above parganas have since been transferred to the Naini Tal or

the Pilibhit district. As, however, it is not possible to separate these without

breaking up the volumes, which are well bound, I have allowed them all to remain

at Bareilly.

In addition to these pargana books there exist a number of copies of pro-

Mutiny documents in various files. These files are properly cared for.

III.- COLLECTOR'8 OFFICE, BUNOR.

In January 1910 M. Karrar Husen, Deputy Collector, made a thorough search of

the record room, and the only pre-Mutiny record revealed by his search was the

revenue administration report of the year 1855-6. This is somewhat worm-eaten,

but the necessary repairs to the pages have been effected, and the file pasted in a

strong guard book.

IV. COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, NORADABAD.
In January 1910 Babu Brij Chand Sharma, Deputy Collector, searched the

English record room and separated all documents bearing dates prior to the year

1858. He found about 150 of such documents, nearly all of which he reported to

be copies. He, however, called attention to three original reports on the Moradabad

forest tracts transferred to Kumaun which, although undated, he believed to be

pro-Mutiny.
I visited Moradabad on the 14th October 1910 and inspected these reports.

As one of them contains allusions to events of 1859 they must have been written

after that year. One of them however contains numerous extracts from a letter

written in 1856 by the Collector of Moradabad to the Commissioner of Rohilkhand.

The copies of pre-Mutiny documents isolated by Babu Brij Chand Sharma
have been listed and tied up in a cardboard case. Owing to the fact that there is

no margin to several of the documents it has not been possible either to bind them
or insert them in a guard book.

Although all the original English pre-Mutiny records were destroyed in the

Mutiny, a considerable number of vernacular records (chiefly khasras and maps of

the year 1835) have been preserved owing, it ia said, to the fact that the



( 3 )

kanungos carried them away to their houses at the commencement of the distur-

bances at Moradabad in 1857.

The existence of these vernacular records has been reported to the Board ol

Revenue.

V. COLLECTOES' OFFICES, PIL1BHIT, BUDAUN AND
SEAHJAUANP UR.

There are no English pro-Mutiny records in any of these offices.

31-1-1911. D. DEWAB,
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NOTES ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
ALLAHABAD DIVISION.

I. NOTE ON THE RECORDS IN THE COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.

THE records in the Commissioner's office are very voluminous and of

considerable interest, but their arrangement leaves much to be desired. They have

not been classified according to districts as has been done in the case of the records

of other commissionerships.

2. The records, as arranged, fall into two classes

(i) those that were received from the Commissioner of the Jhansi division

on the abolition of his office in 1891 ;

(ii) those which were in the office of the Commissioner of the Allahabad

division prior to 1891.

All that can bo urged in favour of this classification is that it may prove
convenient in the event of a separate Jhansi division being again formed.

Historically the arrangement is defective, because some of the records of the

old Hamirpur division are now classed among the Jhansi records while others find

place among the Allahabad records.

In 1818 the old Bundelkhand district was divided into two

Northern Bundelkhand (Hamirpur and Kalpi).

Southern Bundelkhand (Banda).

In 1835 parganas Kalpi and Kunoh were transferred from the jurisdiction,

of the Commissioner of the Allahabad division to that of the Agent to the Governor

General in the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, and continued to remain under

that officer when he became Commissioner of the Jhansi division in 1858.

In that year Hamirpur was also added to the latter division, but retransferred

to the Allahabad division in 1863.

The confusion is increased because some of the Kalpi papers were not trans-

ferred to the office of the Agent to the Governor General in 1835. This explains

how it is that Kalpi papers of the same year are to be found among both the

Jhansi and Allahabad records.

3. The Jhansi records, i.e. those that were received in 1891 from the Commis-

sioner of Jhansi. These consist of the records of the Jhansi district (including

Lalitpur), those of the Jalaun district, and a number of political papers. The

districts composing the old Jhansi division with the exception of a small area round

Kalpi are among the most recent acquisitions of the British in these provinces.

The nucleus was formed by the lapse of Jalaun on the death of Rao Govind Rao

in 1840, when the state, which for two years had been placed under a Superinten-

dent, became a British district. But it was not included in the regulation provinces.

The Superintendent was controlled by the Agent to the Governor General.

In 1844 Scindia's share of the Chanderi territory came under British rule as

a guarantee for the payment of the Gwalior contingent. From that year the

Agent to the Governor General exercised supervision over the following officers :

The Superintendent of Jalaun.

The Assistant for Scindia's dominions at Gwalior.

The Superintendent of Chanderi at Lalitpur.

On the death of Gangadhar Rao without heirs in 1853 his possessions in Jhansi

lapsed to the British. These were entrusted to the charge of a Superintendent,

who was also placed in subordination to the Agent to the Governor General. From

that year the above territory was ruled by a system which approached more nearly

to that of the regulation districts : but it was not until 1858 that it became a

regular division under a Commissioner.
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4. The " Jhansi" records, with a trifling exception, have all been either bound

or placed in guard books and form 112 volumes. Some of them have been made

np into files which are classified according to the old system, whereby corre-

spondence is divided into forty-four departments. These departments and the

heading of every file under each department are set forth on pages 1 69 of part

II of the printed list prepared under the supervision of Mr. R. P. Dewhurst

and entitled Judicial and Jhansi (Jubbulpore) pre-mutiny records, volume I.

It should be noted that the addition of volume I to the title of this volume

is misleading as there is no second volume. Moreover, it would have baen prefer-

able if the list of judicial records appertaining to the remaining portion of the

division had been bound up in a separate volume.

Another misleading feature in the printed list is the addition of the number

of a year after the number of each file. This makes it appear that each file contains

papers only of the year in question, which is not the case. Many of the files extend

over a considerable period.

Again, the serial numbers set forth in column 3 are in most cases incorrect ;

files which fill a whole guard book being shown as consisting of one serial.

Those of the " Jhansi "
records which have been arranged in files occupy

ninety-five guard books, and date from 1808.

5. Some of the Jhansi and Jalaun papers have not been arranged in files.

These occupy five guard books and are listed in part III of the volume entitled

Judicial and Jhansi records.

These letters have been arranged chronologically by years and, as a consulta-

tion of the printed list will show, those of each year have been arranged to some

extent according to the officer from whom they issued.

The first of these letters is dated January 14, 1843, and the last bears the

date September 11, 1854.

The proper place for each of these letters would of course have been in the

files described in paragraph 4 of this note.

6. A few papers of the period 1854 to 1857 addressed to the Commissioner of

the Saugor and Nerbudda territory and to the Superintendent of Jhansi have not

been listed, having been discovered after the printed list had been completed.
These have been placed in a file board.

7. In addition to the above there exist twelve registers containing copies of

letters issued by the Agent to the Governor General in the Saugor and Nerbudda

territories. The series covers the period 1844 to 1853, but several of the volumes

are missing. The majority of these letters were issued by General Sir W. H.

Sleeman, who held that office for many years.

Only two of these volumes were known to exist when Mr. Dewhurst visited

the Commissioner's office, and these he listed as "Miscellaneous letters sent from

Scindia's dominions from January to December 1846."

8. In Mr. Dewhurst's printed list nine volumes have been listed as "Jhansi "

records which properly belong to the " Allahabad "
records, namely

" Miscellaneous letters received ... ... ... ... 1 volume.

Proceedings of the Sadr Special Commission appointed, under Regula-

tion I of 1821... ... ... ... ... ... 2 volumes.

Eevenue receipt and despatch, Cawnpore district ... ... 1 volume.

Correspondence relating to the ex-Amir of Sind ... ... ... 5 volumes.

These are all described under the records of the old Allahabad division with

the exception of the proceedings of the Sadr Special Commission which have been

removed to the record room of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad, as being of

provincial importance (vide note on the pre-mutiny records of the Board of

Revenue).

9. The records of the old Allahabad division, i.e. those of the districts of Allah-

abad, Cawnpore, Fatehpur, Banda and Hamirpur. As we have already seen, in

1829, when the office of Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit was established, a

considerable portion of the present Allahabad division was under native rule.
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That portion of the present division which was subject to the East India

Company was divided into two commissionerships the sixth division, made up of

the districts of Cawnpore, Bela (now in the Agra division) and North Bundelkhand

(Hamirpur), and the seventh division consisting of the districts of Allahabad,

Fatehpur and Banda.

This arrangement persisted for a few years only. In January 1835 the seventh

or Allahabad and the sixth or Hamirpur divisions were abolished, and for a short

period the five Collectors corresponded directly with the Board of Revenue.

In June 1835 there was a general rearrangement of commissionerships. This

was effected because the appointment of Session Judges relieved Commissioners of

circuit duties.

Out of the eleven divisions that had previously existed seven were made, namely

the Meerut, Agra, Bareilly, Allahabad and Benares divisions and the political

charges of the Delhi and the Saugor and Nerbudda territories. In these changes the

old sixth and seventh divisions became one the fifth division. Thus the jurisdic-

tion of the present Commissioner of the Allahabad division extends over most of the

territory that composed the old Allahabad and Hamirpur divisions and over a

considerable portion of the area which used to be under the superintendence of the

Agent to the Governor General in the Saugor and Nerbudda territories.

10. The arrangement of the "Allahabad" records is even less satisfactory

than that of the " Jhansi "
records.

These are divided into two classes

(a) revenue records,

(b) judicial records,

and not according to districts.

11. (a) The revenue records. These are in a most confused state. The con-

fusion is due in part to the fact that 1,hc work of arranging and binding the records

was taken up in too great a hurry in 1904. The work was put in hand before it

had been properly ascertained what the office contained, and was not carried out

intelligently. The quality of the guard books used was in keeping with the quality

of the other work. The result is not pleasing to behold.

Many of the guard books have split, some are falling to pieces. A large

number of records have not been bound up at all. Of those that are bound a con-

siderable quantity are not, or rather were not, in their proper places.

In his report of the 12th December 1903 Mr. Dewhurst writes

" The pre-mutiny records in tho Allahabad Commissioner's office are full and

valuable, and have received very careful treatment. They were originally kept in

the ordinary way folded in four and tied up in monthly bundles, district by
district but the work of opening them out was taken up in 1876 by Mr. Ricketts,

who employed an indexer (apparently with wide discretionary powers as to weeding)

on Rs. 100, a copyist on Rs. 20, and a daftri on Rs. 5. The work went on for a

long time, for I found a letter from Government complaining that weeding had

been in progress for nearly nine years and had cost upwards of Rs. 10,000. The

work was, however, done very thoroughly and well. Separate files were formed

from papers selected for retention, the papers being stitched together in brown

paper covers, and very careful alphabetical indices for each year prepared."

As a matter of fact the work had been very carelessly and badly done.

The wisdom of the policy of making up into files papers which in most cases

possess only historical interest is doubtful.

This policy was the more questionable in the case of these records because

there exist in the record room complete classified lists or brief abstracts of every

letter issued or received from 1807 onwards. The preferable method of dealing

with these records would have been to arrange them according to these classified

lists, scoring through the entry in the latter whenever a letter was weeded out.

Had this obvious mode of dealing with the records been adopted the whole

could have been arranged in twelve months and every document could have been

listed.
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This was not done, and the work of arranging the letters in files seems to have

been carried out with some confusion and never to have been completed.

When it had been in progress for nine years, it was suddenly stopped, with

scarcely a single file completed. The incomplete files were placed together and

the large number of letters from 1808 upwards, which had not been placed in their

proper files, were bundled together and kept separately from the files.

12. These unarranged papers were not brought to the notice of Mr. R. P.

Dewhurst when he took up the work of arranging the records in 1904. An
elaborate file register and a number of files were placed before him and he, thinking

that all the pre-mutiny records had been included in these files, had the latter

placed in guard books.

Before all the files had been pasted in guard books, Mr. Dewhurst discovered

that some papers existed that had not been placed in their proper files, and, in his

final report on the pre-mutiny records, dated the 13th April 1904, he wrote :

"I may note, however, that the previous arrangement and indexing of the

revenue papers was found on a closer examination to have been done in a very in-

complete manner, and that it has not been found possible to remove the defects com-

pletely in the limited time available. It was discovered that comparatively few

papers in each year had been arranged in files, the residue being simply stitched

together in brown paper covers and labelled as miscellaneous. These papers are not

arranged chronologically or by subjects, and in some cases papers of different years

are mixed together. This discovery was made at too late a stage to permit of the

paper books being opened out and the whole of their contents rearranged and

catalogued. The only possible course was to bind them in guarc} books in their

present condition, but until they are indexed they are practically useless. There

are also a large number of packets containing large statements which could not

be put in guard files, and these have been allowed to remain as they are."

13. On being placed on special duty to complete the work of arranging
the pre-mutiny records I visited the Commissioner's office and found that the

packets said by Mr. Dewhurst to contain large statements, enclosed in addition to

these a number of letters. Accordingly I proposed to weed these unbound letters

and to place the important ones in their proper guard books, weeding out unimpor-
tant letters already pasted in them in order to make room for the important ones to

be added. When I set about this operation, I found that the unbound letters were

so numerous that the operation would occupy the whole time of one man for at

least four months. I also came upon a number of bundles containing letters that

had never been unfolded.

This meant that there was not nearly enough room for them in the guard books,

and, as not a few of these were falling to pieces, I decided, with the approval of the

Chief Secretary (the Hon'ble Mr. J. M. Holms, C.S.I.) to arrange these loose papers

chronologically according to years.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. W. Hose, on becoming Chief Secretary and seeing what

had been done, considered this arrangement not satisfactory, but the time at my
disposal was strictly limited by the Government of India, it was therefore not

possible for me to supervise the complete rearranging of the records which would

have entailed the breaking up of several hundreds of guard books, and the work

was not of a kind that a clerk could do uncontrolled, I had therefore to do the

best I could in the very limited time available.

The records have now been arranged so that it is comparatively easy to find

any document provided the year in which it was written is known.

Every guard book containing unlisted papers has been looked through and

all documents wrongly inserted in them, i.e. fully 40 per cent, of the total number,
have been removed and put in their proper places . in the basta containing papers
of the year to which they relate.

14. Thus in the present state of the records any existing document must be

in one of four places.
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These places are

(i) the filo to which it belongs. These files have been listed in volumes

I and II of the printed list of files entitled
" Commissioner's office,

Allahabad division pro-mutiny files
"

;

(ii) one of the guard books containing miscellaneous (unlisted) letters of tho

year to which the paper belongs ;

(iii) the unbound papers of that year. These are tied up in bavtas, the

revenue papers being separated from the customs records ;

(iv) the forty-one bound volumes or guard books containing pre-mutiny records

which are placed in baitas nos. 22 to 27. The majority of these

volumes consist of copies made in registers of letters issued by the

Commissioner.

15. Mention must be made of a revenue file (which has not been listed in the

printed list) relating to land taken up in 1856 and 1857 in the Fatehpur district

for railway purposes. The documents which compose this file were found by me in

the record room of the Collector of Fatehpur. They seem to have been sent to

Fatehpur after the mutiny to enable tho Collector to take copies of the correspon-

dence. The copies were made, but the originals were not returned. I separated

the latter from the former and restored them to the Commissioner's record room ;

they have been pasted in a guard book which is tied up in basta no. 291.

16. It is unnecessary for me to dwell upon the value of the revenue records

in the Commissioner's office. A glance through the two volumes which contain the

printed lists prepared by Mr. Dewhurst will show that they cover all the excise,

customs, settlement and other revenue matters of the districts which composed the

Allahabad division from the year 1807 onwards. Prior to 1807 the records aro

scanty. None of 1801 and 1802 seem to exist. Many of the lacunae between 1803

and 1807 can easily be filled up by consulting the bound volumes of records in the

office of the Board of Revenue, which are being arranged in their proper series and

plainly labelled.

(b) The judicial records. The majority of the judicial pre-mutiny records

have been arranged in files. These have been placed in thirty-six guard books and

listed in part I of the printed volume entitled "
Judicial and Jhansi (Jubbulpore)

pre-mutiny records."

In addition to the files there aro a number of interesting judicial records which

were discovered among the loose papers or pasted in the guard books purporting to

contain miscellaneous revenue letters. Mention may be made of

(1) Reports by Mr. A. W. Begbie, Officiating Commissioner of Circuit of the

Hamirpur division, of some of the criminal sessions held by him at

Hamirpur.
This volume is an interesting relic of the time when the Commissioner was a

Session Judge. One of the reports relates to a case in which tho

accused were charged with assisting at a sati. They were acquitted by
the Commissioner because in the absence of positive evidence ho did not

conceive it necessary to refer the case to the Sudder Nizamat Adawlut

and because the case was the first in the district since the promulga-
tion of Regulation XVII of 1829.

(2) Quarterly lists of Europeans residing in the Cawnpore district, 1821 to

1828.

(3) The accounts of the Banda town improvement fund for tho years

1824 to 1826.

17. The Commissioner's record room contains a complete series of the Govern-

ment of Agra Gazette from September 1840 onwards up to 1857.

18. Mention has already been made of the large number of manuscript lists

containing brief abstracts of letters received and issued. These registers may prove

useful in tracing out correspondence. They have been tied up in twenty-four

httat.
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Table showing contents of bastas containing classified lists of pre-mutiny

correspondence.

Number
of Contents.

basta.

f (a) Lists of correspondence with Government ... ... 1
i ft} Lists of circulars issued ... ......

1 1807 to 1822
I (c) List of correspondence with the Collector of Allahabad ... i

I (d) Cawnpore ... J

{(a)

Bundelkhand ... 1807 1819

(b) Kalpi... ... 1819 1823

C 1 R07 1 821
(c) List of customs correspondence ... ... ...

, (a) List of letters issued ... ...
j ]824 to Ig2r

( (b) received ... ... ... ... )

4 List of correspondence ... ... ... ... 1828 1831

5 with Collectors of Banda, Bela, Hamirpur
and Board of Revenue ... ... ... ... 1832 1834

6 List of correspondence with Collectors of Allahabad, Cawnpore and

Fatehpur ... ... ... ... ... 1830 1835

!(a)
List of revenue correspondence ... ... ... 1836 & 1836

(bj customs ... ... ... 1835 to 1840

8 List of revenue correspondence ... ... ... ... 1836 & 1837

9 ( ..... ... ...... 1838 k 1839

judicial ... ... ... ... 1836 to 1847

10 revenne ... ... ... ... 1840

11 I (a) k'3' of judicial letters issued ... ... ... "(

' (b) received

\l |
List of revenue letters issued ... ... ... ...

f
1840 to 1849

14 t

15 f
i. H received ... ... ... ... J

16 Diary lists of revenue correspondence ... ... ... 1841 1844

17 ... ... ... 1845 1849

18 List of judicial letters received ... ... ... ... 1849 1867

19 issued ... ... ... ... 1850 1859

20 revenue ... ... ... 1850 1867

21 received ... ... ... ... 1860 1853

22 ... ... . ... 1854 1867

{.

fa,) Diary list of correspondence ... ... ... 1850 1857

(b} Diary lists of correspondence of the Agent to the Governor

General ... ... ... ... ... 1855

19. The pre-mutiny records in the Commissioner's office have been tied up in

298 bastas of which the following table shows the contents :

Table showing contents of bastas containing pre-mutiny records in the

Commissioner's office,

Number
of Contents,

basta,

" Jhanti "
records,

1 Six volumes containing files nos. 1 to 108 of department I.

2 Five 109 199

* Two i 28 II.

* Six 1 143 III.

6 ,, 144 257

6 ,, 258 269

7 "... .. ,, 270 272

8 Five
.. ,, 273 278

9 .. .. i, 279 323

10 .i .. ,. 324 415

I 86 IV.
12 six

'. .. ,. 87 202

13 Five all files of departments V to XVI.
14 six " .. xvn, xvm,xx to xxv, xxvin

and XXIX.
15 Four volumes containing file nos. 1 to 65 of department XIX.
16 Five ' n it 66 122
17

.. n ,, 123 208

18 Fow
i. .. all files of departments XXXI to XLIV,



Number
of

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

23

29

30

31 to
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Number
Of Contents.

Revenue files and correspondence (concluded).

88 to 93 Files and miscellaneous correspondence of

94 97

98 ,,103

104 ,,10T

108 111 ,, ii

112 ,,116

117 ,,122

123 ,,126

127 ,,186

136 ,,Ui

145 ,,154

155 ,,166

167 ,,177

178 ,,188 ... ... ... 1834

189 ,,196

197 ,,205

206 ,,215 ... ... ... 1837

216 ,,226

227 ,,236 ... ... ... 1839

237 ,,246 ... ... ... 1840

247 ,,259
'

... 1841

260 ,,264 ... ... ... 1842

265 & 266 ... ... ... 1843

267 ... ... ... 181*

268 to 270 ... ;.. ... 1845

272 ... 1846

273 ... ... ... 1847

274 & 275 ... ... ... 1848

276 & 277 ... ... ... 1849

278 & 279 ... ... ... 1350

280 & 281 ... ... ...

'

1851

282 ... ... ... 1852

283 ,, ... ... ... 1853

284 & 285 ... ... ... 1854

286 to 288 ... ... ... 1856

289 & 290 " " " "* "* "'

e ii ... ... 1856

291
j

also files of 1856 and 1857 relating to land taken np for railway

purposes in the Fatehpnr district.

292 Files and miscellaneous correspondence of ... ... ... 1867

Judicial files and correspondence.

293 5
Files of the period ... ... ... ... ... 1819 to 1837

'

Miscellaneous correspondence of the period ... ... 1830 1835

294 j
I lies of the period ... ... ... ... ... 1839 1842

f Miscellaneous correspondence of the period ... ... 1838 1842

295 5 Files of the period ... ... ... ... ... 1841 1845
' Miscellaneous correspondence of the period ... ... 1843 1845

2gg 5 Files of the period ... ... ... ... ... 1844 1852

f Miscellaneous correspondence of the period ... ... 1846 1852

297
V Files of the period ... ... ... ... ... 1846 1854
t Miscellaneous judicial correspondence of ... ... ... 1853 & 1864

r Files of the years ... ... ... ... ... 1856 ,, 1857

298
j

Miscellaneous correspondence (in guard books) from ... ... 1834 to 1837

,, (unbound) of the period ... 1866 1867

II. NOTE ON THE RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE MAGIS-
TRATE AND COLLECTOR OF BANDA.

The pre-rrmtiny records in the Banda district have been reduced to compara-

tively small bulk by repeated processes of weeding.
In the case of the revenue records the weeding appears to have been conducted

with some discrimination ; but the weeding of the judicial records has resulted in.

wholesale destruction. In 1886 almost every judicial document bearing a date

prior to 1868 was destroyed : even the file relating to local events in the mutiny was
not spared.
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2. As regards the revenue documents the great majority of those that have

been preserved have been made up into files.

These files were pasted in guard books in the year 1904 under the supervision

of Mr. R. P. Dewhurst. The guard books containing files number 71.

3. When the files were made up two series were constituted. The first

series comprises revenue papers for the period 1807 to 1857, while the second

series consists of documents that date from 1840 onwards. I have not been able

to detect the slightest difference in the nature of the documents which compose the

two series ; or to understand why for the period from 1840 to 1857 two series exist

side by side.

Mr. Dewhurst, when having the files placed in guard books, did not disturb

the arrangement which he found to exist. The papers under each revenue head in.

series number I were originally listed in file register no. I and those of series

number II were listed in file register no. II. Mr. Dewhurst had the whole of file

register no. I printed in the first part of his list of the Banda pre-mutiny records,

and in the second part of that list he reproduced that portion of file register no. II

that relates to pre-mutiny files.

These printed lists, taken together with the table, given at the end of this

note, showing the contents of the bastas, render it an easy matter to find any pre-

mutiny document that has been preserved in these files.

4. In addition to the files just described which number about 200, there are

seven volumes containing pre-mutiny records which have not been arranged in files.

These are

(1) a volume into which have been copied the letters issued by the Collector

of Banda from February 5, 1835, to February 6, 1836 ;

(2) a volume into which have been copied a number of letters (chiefly those

of a judicial nature) issued by the Magistrate and Collector of Banda

between February 1845 and December 1851 ;

(3) five volumes containing abstracts of the correspondence of the Collector of

Banda with the Board of Revenue, the Commissioner and other officials.

These five volumes of abstracts bear no date to show when they were pre-

pared, but the paper on which these contents have been written is of the

kind which was, I think, largely used about the year 1870. The abstracts

were evidently made before the original letters were weeded out. The

abstracts are in all cases very full (in some cases the whole letter has

been copied verbatim), each page is divided into two columns so that each

letter and its corresponding reply appear side by side, and the contents

of each volume are listed at the beginning of the volume so that these

books are very useful for reference and give in a condensed form a

graphic history of the Banda district for the period which they cover.

Volume 1 contains abstracts of correspondence between the Collector of

Banda and the Board of Commissioners for the period 1813 to 1818

(January).

Volume 2 contains abstracts of correspondence between the Collector

and the Board of Revenue (the Commissioner after April 1, 1829)

from August 1827 to June 1829.

Volume 3 contains abstracts of all important correspondence of the

Collector of Banda between June 1829 and January 1831.

Volumt 4 covers the period January 1831 to October 1833.

Volume 5 relates to the period October 1833 to June 1834. Of this

volume alone the contents have not been listed.

5. Five registers containing very brief abstracts of letters received from the

Commissioner by the Collector have escaped destruction.

The abstracts given in these registers are too brief to bo of much value in the

absence of the letters to which they refer. The registers may however prove useful

in tracing correspondence in the Commissioner's office relating to the Banda district.
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They cover the correspondence of the periods 1841 to 1844 and 1849 to 1857.
6. All the Banda records have been tied up in bastas.

Table showing contents of bastas.
Number

,
of Contents.

oatta.

Six volumes containing files nos. 1 to 213 and part of file no. 214 of department I in file

register no. I.

2 Six volumes containing part of file no. 214 and files nos. 215 to 325 of department I in file

register no. I and files nos. 1 to 129 and part of file no. 130 of department III in file

register no. I.

Six volumes containing part of file no. 130 and files nos. 131 to 425 of department III
in file register no. I.

Six volumes containing files nos. 426 to 749 of department III in file register no. I.

.. i, 750 to 989
.,

J"

Four
., 990 to 1053

6 J
One volume containing all files of department IV (a) and files nos. 1 to 15 Of department
V in file register no. I.

One volume containing files uos. 16 to 66 of department V in file register no. I.

i. ,i 67 to 77 of department V.

Five volume containing all the rest of the files of file register no. I.

Six files nos. 1 to 87 of department I in file register no. II.

Si*
it i, 90 to 145 and part of file no. 146 of department I in file

register no. II.

f Four volumes containing part of file no. 146 and files nos. 147 to 152, 164, 228, 234, 236 to

10 J 23S, 242 and 243, 263, 265, 352^ 311, 373, 399 and 413 of department I.

]
Two volumes containing all files of department II.

L One volume containing files nos. 1 to 47 of department III in file register no. II.

Six volumes 48 to 161 and part of file no. 162 of department III

in file register II.

f Four volumes containing part of file no. 163 and file nos. 164 to 207 of department III.

One volume containing all files of departments IV (a), V and VI, file nos. 1 and 2 of

12 { department VIII and files nos. 1 to 72 and part of file no. 73 of department IX.

I One volume containing part of file no. 73 and files nos. 74 to 88 and 100 of department IX.

file no. 3 of department VIII in file register no. II.

f files nos. 1 to 112 and part of file no. 113 of department XII.

part of file no. 113 and files nos. 114 to 116 of department XII in file

13 ^ register no. II.

I One volume containing letters issued, 1835 and 1836.

1845 to 1851.

14 Five volumes of abstracts of letters issued from IS 13 to 1831.

15 Five volumes of index registers.

HI. NOTE ON THE RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE MAGIS-

TRATE AND COLLECTOR OF FATESPUR.
The only, records in this office which escaped destruction in the mutiny are two

files. There is a third file consisting of copies of pre-mutiny correspondence taken,

after the mutiny, from documents in the Commissioner's office.

These three files have been pasted in a guard book. They are as follows :

(1) Dispute regarding certain bazar profits in mauza Naraini, 1855 and 1856.

(2) Correspondence regarding the unhealthiness of the town of Fatehpur and

the best means of remedying the evil by draining certain swamps in

the vicinity, 18 13 to 1848.

(3) Correspondence regarding 'compensation for land taken up for the East

Indian Railway in the Fatehpur district, 1856 and 1857.

2. The Government of Agra Gazette of the following years exists in the

record room 1842, 1843, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850 and 1852.

IV.-NOTE ON THE RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE MAGIS-
TRATE AND COLLECTOR OF HAMIRPUR.

All the records in the Hamirpur record room were destroyed during the

mutiny.

There exist, however, at Hamirpur some copies of pre-mutiny records which,

compose six small files. These together with a file containing the accounts of the

Eaja of Baoni, who was placed in charge of pargana Hamirpur during the mutiny,
have been pasted in a single guard book.
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V.-A NOTE ON THE RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE MAGIS-
TRATE AND COLLECTOR OF JHANSI.

The English pro-mutiny records which have been preserved in this office ar

very meagre. They consist in all of thirty-six files of which three relate to the

old Lalitpur district.

The thirty-three Jhansi files have been pasted in two guard books and the

three Lalitpur files in a third guard book.

There is a printed list of these thirty-six files.

VI, There are no pre-mutiny records at Cawnpore and Jalaun.

The 8th April 1911. D. DEWAR.
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NOTE ON THE pRE-Mtrnxr RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COMMISSIONER OF THE BENARES DIVISION.

WITH the exoaptiou of the pre-rnutiny records in the offije of the Board

fcf Revenue at Allahabad, those in this oflice are the most important and volumi-

nous in the United Provinces.

They consist of 959 bound volumes of MS. records, thirty volumss of Govern-
hient of India Gazettes and fifteen volumes of Agra Gazettes, four bastat of

unbound records, aud 181 indices and issue and receipt registers.

2. The records full into threo classes:

(1) the records in the office of the Agent to the Governor General
;

(2) the so-called " Duncan Records " which consist of the correspondence
and proceedings of Jonathan Duncan and other Residents at Benares

from 17*76 to August 1795, when the office of Resident ceased to

exist;

(3) the ordinary records of the Commissioner's office.

(1) The records in l/ie office of the Agent to the Governor General.

3. These consist of 136 volumes. About a score of them were falling to pieoqs

in 1909 these I have had rebound, weeding out unimportant letters. As all p:iges

had been carefully numbered I have placed in each Volume rebound by me a list of

the pages which have been weeded out

These records fall into five series i

Series I. Thirty-seven volumes of political letters issued by the Agent to the

Governor General, dating from 6th Ootober 1795 to Hth July 1859.

Series II. Three volumes of miscellaneous letters issued, dating from March

1800 to December 1803.

Stries III. Fifty-nine volumes of miscellaneous letters received by the Agent
to the Governor General from 16th July 1795 to 6th November 1856.

Series iV. Twenty one volumes containing letters received regarding the

royal family of Delhi and other political pensioners, dating from 13th

January 1836 to 26th December 1856.

Series V. Sixteen volumes containing letters received relating to the Coorg

family, dating from May 12, 1834, to December 9, 1854.

These records are of considerable interest as throwing light on the political

etiquette of the period to which they relate. They contain copies of letters addressed

by various Viceroys to Indian princes and begums, and a large number of letters

from the Resident at Lucknow*

(2) The proceedings and correspondence of the various Residents at Benarii.

4. These valuable records consist of no fewer than 226 largo volumes.

They are of four kinds :

(i) Original correspondence, that is to say letters received by the varioui

Residents and office copies of letters issued by them,

(ii) Copies in bound volumes ot the proceedings of various Residents.

(Hi) Copies entered in registers of letters issued and received by various

Residents.

(iv) Settlement registers.

6. (1) The original correspondence. -These letters are now contained in

ninety-four volumes. They were bound up in 1901 at the suggestion of Mr.

Dewhurst, under the supervision of the Commissioner. The letters wero apparently

in a most confused state, so that the work of binding them needed particular care.

This was not given and they were found by me in a very unsatisfactory state.

6. In the first place ordinary revenue records, which had not been placed in

their proper files, dating from 1796 to 1842, were bound up in thirty volumes and

labelled " Duncan Records." I have had these separated from the ninety-six volumes
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which contain the correspondence of the Residents and labelled them " Miscellaneous

Kevenne Records."

7. Secondly, these "Duncan Records" are not arranged in proper chronolo-

gical order.

Thus the first three volumes are dated as follows:

Volume 1 ... ... ... ... ... 1776 to 1793

2 ... ... ... ... ... 1777 to 1787

3 ... ... ... ... ... 1783 to 1788

while there are no fewer than thirteen volumes containing correspondence of 1788.

8. Thirdly, a number of letters have been bound up in volumes in which

they should have no place, so that many comparatively modern documents ars

included in the " Duncan" volumes.

To illustrate ;

(a) In volume I (dated 1776 to 1792) a patwari halkabandi (numbering

about forty pges) for Gorakhpur and Basti compiled about 1861 has

been included.

(b) In volume purporting to contain only papers of 1788 I found a drawing

of a model "
Tehseeldaree and thana post

"
prepared by Mr. F. B,

Gubbins, a subsequent Commissioner of Benares.

(c) The volume entitled Duncan Records Printed contains the following

miscellany :-r?

(i) A printed pamphlet by Oldham, entitled Tenant Right and Auction

Hale in Ghazipur and the Province of Benares,.

(ii) Two copies of corrected proofs of the table of contents and appendices

to Shakespears' Selections from the Duncan Records.

(iii) A printed list of the titles of, and indices to, Acts passed by the Legis-

lative Council of India in the period 1859 to 1861,

9. Fourthly, some of the original letters of the "Duncan "
period, which

are still extant, do not appear in these volumes, having been bound
up,

in files of a

later date :

(i) The volume bearing the date 1815 to 1817 contains a copy of Duncan's

account of the receipts and the disbursements of the moolky treasury

of Benares for the fasli year 1199 (A.D. 1791-2)'.

(ii)
The volume dated (183144) contains a record 6f a trial which was
held about A.D. 1790 in th,e city court at Benares.

(iii) In file no. 2005 of the Benares revenue records I found, in addition to

some copies of Duncan's correspondence, the original of a long letter

to Duncan, dated 19th September 1794, bearing the signatures of

Shore, Speke and Cowper.

10. In justice to the individual who did the binding of these records, it is

necessary to state that many of the office copies of letters sent are not easy to

decipher, and that only portions of some letters appear to exist, or if the whole

exists, the various portions became separated at some past time.

11. Another difficulty that confronts the person who investigates these origiual

letters is the lack of a proper list of them. There are two so-called indices to these

letters. One qf these contains two separate lists A and B. A\s these cover the same

period and relate to the same kind of correspondence, I am unable to explain why

^wo lists have been m,acla.

The second index volume contains

(1) an index to Philip Robinson's Ghazipur note book on the Duncan records

a volume which relates to the proceedings described in paragraph 13 of

this note
;

(2) a list of Duncan correspondence which purports to detail all the letters

not listed in the abovementioned lists A and B. But I was able

to find documents which appear rn none of these lists.

The importance of these original letters is greatly lessened owing to the

existence of the copies o,f the proceedings and correspondence described in

paragraph 13.
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12. The earliest document bears the date 15th December 1776 and is a co py

f a letter from the Resident at the Vizier's court at Lueknow to Francis Fowke,

Resident at Benares, asking the latter to assist the bearer of the letter to capture

some /,amind;irs who had committed depredations in the Vizier's dominions.

This is preceded in the volume by a letter, dated the 22nd December 1776,

informing Mr. Thomas Graham that the Hon'ble the Governor General in Council

has appointed him Resident at Benares " for the purpose of transacting any

occasional business which may arise between the Government and the Raja Cheyt

Singh."

Then follow copies of a number of letters received in 1777 by Graham, includ-

ing some from Fowke to the state of whose accounts Graham had taken exception.

There appear to exist but two letters of the year 1778 and none of 1779.

There are a number of letters of 1780 addressed, some to Graham and some to

Fowke, who again became Resident at Benares early ia 1780. One ol these letters

bears the signature of Sir Eyre Coote.

I can find no letters of the years 1781 and 1782, when Warren Hastings was at

Benares, except copies of Duncan's translations of some of the aanada granted by

Warren Hastings in 1781. The record room at Calcutta could probably make good

some of these deficiencies. There do not appear to be any documents relating to the

period 1783 to 1786. From 1786 onwards the records are numerous.

13. (ii) Copies in bound volumes of the proceedings ofvarious Residents.

These records were found by Mr. Dewhurst in 1904 in the Collector's office at

Benares. In paragraph 8 of a letter, dated the 22nd January 1904, addressed to

Government, Mr. R. P. Dewhurst wrote :
" The records at present kept in the

Collector's office at Benares are of an exceptionally valuable and interesting charac-

ter, as they comprise a large almirah containing the complete series of what are

termed the Duncan Records. This includes no less than 184 volumes, eighty-nine

of which are volumes of proceedings, while the rest contain indices, correspondence

registers, village statements, village accounts, and a large number of survey maps.

They are all carefully looked after and in a good state of preservation, but their

retention in the Collector's office is a curious anomaly of which no explanation is

forthcoming. They should, I think, be transferred to the Commissioner's office,

which contains a large number of the original letters which are embodied in the

proceedings." The transfer of these to the Commissioner's office was made under

orders of Government in 1904. On examining these volumes of proceedings I

found a water-mark bearing the date 1794 in those of which the paper bears a dated

water-mark, hence it is probable that these proceedings are copies of the original

ones made very shortly after the departure of Jonathan Duncan.

14. Among the Gorakbpur records I came across copies of correspondence

regarding these records which was sent to Mr. Rouiledge, who was then Collector

of Gorakhpur, but had before been Collector of Benares.

From this correspondence it appears that as early as the 2nd October 1795

the Governor General in Council .sanctioned the entertainment of the following

stablisbment to make a transcript of the late Resident's proceedings :

R..

Four copyiati at Rs. 40 per mensem each ... ... ... 160

One reader and one exaininnr at Ri. 40 each ... . ... 80

Total ... 2*0

But thii establishment was not actually entertained until after the 8th May 1797,

when fresh orders on the subjeoc were received. On November 6, 1798, Mr. J.

Eoutledge reported that a transcript for a perio 1 of two years and four months had

been made and that he was of opinion the whole would be completed in fifteen or

sixteen months. On November 23, 1793, the Board directed the Collector to report

to them, every six months, what progress might, have been made in transcribing the

-Resident's proceedings. These six-monthly reports, however, do not appear to have

been made. On the loth June 1802 the Board wrote to the Collector of Benares
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(Mr J. Barton) Baying that they concluded the transcript was DOW complete and

requesting that it might be submitted without delay. On Juue 25, the Collector

replied :

" The whole of the papers in the English office are in such a scate of

confusion that I am totally at a loss to know how to sort them. I have found

parts of copies of the late Resident's proceedings from the year 1788 to 1795, but ia

BO incorrect a state that I cannot reconcile myself to forwarding them. Some <yf

the originals and copies of the above mentioned papers I have discovered in boxes

in which they have been thrown without the least order, and it would employ twtf

or three writers many months to assort them. My present establishment of English

writers is so small that it is with the greatest difficulty I get through the current

business, and it is only for seven or eight days in the month that I could spare oner

of them to arrange these papers.

"I have therefore to request the Board will be pleased to allow me two or three

extra writers, and that for some months, to prepare them and to put the records io

order, for in their present state they are totally useless : I beg leave to add that the

present copies, which I have found of the late Resident's proceedings are not only

very incorrect, but appear incomplete, and that it will take nearly as much labour

to correct as to have them recopied."

In July 1802 the Board of Revenue wrote as follows to the Governor General

in Council :
" It being of great importance that the original English records of the

late Resident should be retrieved from the confused state in which they are re-

presented to be, and that they thould be duly arranged with a view to their careful

preservation in future, we beg leave to recommend that the Collector be authorized

to entertain two extra writers at Us. 40 for the purpose of assorting the English

records and that he be requested to report, at the expiration of every ten days, the

dates oo which their arrangement shall have been effected, and if they have been

found complete or otherwise."

On July 29, 1802, the Governor General in Council passed an order author-

izing the Collector of Benares to entertain two writers at Rs. 40 per month each for

the period of two months for the purpose of arranging the records.

There can, I think, be little doubt that the present series of volumes represent

the work done by the special establishment sanctioned as above. The copies so

made do not appear to have bean sent to Fort William, for Dr. Deuison Ross, the

officer in charge of the records of the Government of India, informs me that there

are no copies of the procee lings of Jonathan Duncan in the possession of the Imperial

Record department. That officer further states that "copies of proceedings from'

the institution of the Residency down to 1791 were prepared in the tima of

Mr. Jonathan Duncan and sent to the Court of Directors in London."

15. The copies of the proceedings of Jonathan Duncan consist of eighty-eight

volumes (including a volume of proceedings for November 1794 which I found in

the officeof the Collector of Ghazipur), with three volumes of indices, four volumes

of notes (with index) on the Duncan records and one volume of proceedings at the

Treasurer's office September to December 1790. The earliest volume contains the

proceedings for October, November and December 1787, after which a whole volume

is devoted to the proceedings of each month. For each of the months September
1792 and April 1794 there are two volumes, but in these there has beon some"

duplication of the proceedings. Unfortunately the proceedings for the following,

months are missing :

1 February 1788. December 1791,

September 1788. March 1792.

2 April 1790. April 1792.

October 1792.

1. I found at Ghazipnra copy of a letter, dated the 16th February 1788, written by Duncan to
the Governor Goneral in Council regarding remission? of revenue claimed by various zimindars in the
Province of Benares, I havehad this bound and placed it in the CJmm'issioaer'g record room at
Benares.

2. I found a copy of tlie proceedings of 22nd April 1790 in a 61e in the Mirzapur district record
room. I have had this bound and placed the volume ia the Commissioner's record room at Benarea.
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16. The three volumes of indices are made up as follows:

Volume I. List of proceedings (arranged chronologically) from August 7,

1791, to April 1797.

Volume II. Alphabetical index to the subject of letters issued and received

for the year 1790.

Volume III. Alphabetical index to the subjects of letters issued and

received for the period 1792 to 1795.

In the case of volumes II and III the clerk who compiled them did not allow

sufficient room for some of the letters of the alphabet so that the list of correspon-

dence under them is continued on some later pages, but no note of this is made at

the end of the space originally reserved for the letter in question. At the begin-

ning of the second space, however, a note is made to the effect that t'ue entries under

this letter are continued from page .

17. I discovered in the record room of the Collector of Ghazipur the greater

part of Philip Robinson's "
Ghazipur note book " in a very tattered condition. This

note book originally consisted of 978 pages. It is split up into several parts. The

first 93 pages cannot be found. I have had bound up in four parts all that now

exists, namely, pages 9i to 978 inclusive. The note book is based on the copies of

the proceedings described above in paragraphs 13, 14 and 15. The note book is

arranged in parallel columns. The first column gives the date of the proceedings,
the second the title of the subject dealt with and the third a very brief abstract of

the order passed, letter written, &<.-..

There is an alphabetical index to these notes which renders them invaluable.

Duncan's proceedings on any given subject can be turned up in a few minutes.

It is perhaps worthy of remark that Philip Robinson's note book coutaina

references to all the lost volumes of proceedings except that for December 1791. It

is thus evident that the loss of these volumes is comparatively recent. Consequently
I have had careful .search made for them in all likely places, but they still remain

undiscovered.

Mention may here be made of two other volumes of notes taken by Philip
Robinson

Volume 7 Contains rough notes on the Benares records for the periods Octo-

ber 1787 to April 1788 and the years 1799 to 1810.

Volume II -Consists of more careful notes on the records of the jeriod 1810

to 1826. To this volume there is an alphabetical index, which greatly
facilitates reference to the records of the period in question.

18. Mention must be made of four volumes of copies of various proceedings
of Jonathan Duncan which I found in the Collector's office at Ghazipur. These

copies were probably taken under the orders of Mr. Oldham to enable him to

compile his Memoirs of the Ghazipur district. Some of these copies are on strong

paper and are in good condition, others having been made on flimsy paper, aro

considerably torn. I have had them bound up and placed with the other Duncan

records as they probably contain copies of some of the missing correspondence.

19. (Hi) Copies of letters issued and received by various Residents. There

re twelve volumes of these, three of which were found by me in the office of the

Agent to the Governor General
;

also two miscellaneous registers of this period,

The correspondence volumes fall into three series :

Serieg I. Miscellaneous letters issued

Volume /.From October 11, 1781, to March 26, 1786.

II. From February 1786 to January 1787.

///.From January 1787 to September 1787.

IV. From September 1793 to August 1794.

V. From September 1794 to August 1795.
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Series II . Financial letters issued

Volume /.From May 1788 to August 1789.

//.From September 1789 to October 1791.

///.From October 1791 to August, 1792.

f>
IV From July 1792 to September 1793.

Series III. Financial letters received

Volume /.From January 1789 to December 1790.

n //.From December 1790 to October 1792.

///.From October 1792 to September 1793.

The two miscellaneous volumes consist of

(1) monthly revenue account current book of Kaja Cheyt Singh with the

Hon'ble Company from June 1776 to July 1781 ;

(2) monthly revenue account current book of Raja Myip Narain with the-

Hou'ble Company from January 1782 to July 1787.

20. (iv) The Duncan settlement registers. There are twelve of these as

follows :

(I) Register of settlement for the period 1197 to 1200 fasli.

*(2) Register of settlement made for the period 1197 to 1206 fasli.

*(3) Register of the quinquennial settlement for 1202 fasli of the province

of Benares.

(4) Register of permanent settlement (1202 fasli) of talooqa Jaloopore,,

Circar Benares.

(5) Register of permanent settlement (1200 faali) of pergunnah Mowaee,

Circar Chunar.

(6) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasti) of tuppeh Chaunve, per-

gunnah Kuntit.

(7) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pergunnah Kopaohit,

Circar Ghauzeepore.

(8) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pergunnah Havely,

Ghauzeepore, Circar Ghauzeepore.

(9) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pergunnah Bhooeely,

Circar Chunar.

(10) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pergunnah, Kutter, zila

Benares.

(II) Register of permanent settlement for tuppeh Operaudh, pergunnah
*
Kuntit.

(12) Register of the ten and four years' settlements of pergunnahs Kuntit and

Bulleah made in 1790.

(3) The ordinary records of the Commissioner's office.

21. The ordinary records of the Commissioner's office fall into five classes:

(a,) Revenue, judicial aud miscellaneous registers and statements.

(b) Settlement records.

(c) Miscellaneous records arranged chronologically.

(d) Revenue and judicial records arranged in files in five series" one for

each district in the division, and a general series :

(\) The Benares series,

(ii) The Ghazipur series,

(iii) The Mirzapur series,

(iv) The Jaunpur series.

(v) General series.

(e) Government gazettes.

* Iu 1885 Mr. Wheeler wheu revising the Jaunpur settlement remOTed the portions of these regii-

ttrt tkt relate to the Jaunpur district. He had these portions bound up in two volumes. These two

FOlcmes hare, under the orders of Government, been restored to the office of the Commissioner of th

Benam division. Thus these twelfe registers ate bonnd np to form fourteen volumes.
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22. (a) Registers and ttatements. These consist of 181 volumes of lists and

abstracts of letters issued and received
;
also of the following registers:

(1) Proceedings of the Committee regulating the bequest of Vankat Achariya
for the year 1849.

(2) Minutes of proceedings of the Benares committee of improvement.

(3) Pension registers, Benares division.

(4) Register of civil suits.

(5) Waqf registers.

(6) Sarai registers.

(7) Kegi.-ter of lands for public use.

(8; Nazul registers.

(9) Kegister of municipal improvements.

(10) Register of roads.

(11) Register of bridges.

(12) Cash account of the Hon'ble Company's stone mahal, 1799 to 1802.

23. (b) The settlement records. Most of these were brought over from the

Collector's office in 1904 along with the Duncan records. Such records are ordi-

narily kept in the Collector's office, but as the revision of settlement of 18402
took place in the Benares, Jaunpur and Ghazipur districts and as the operations of

each of the individual settlement officers were not confined to one only of the above

districts, the records under consideration are perhaps property kept in the Commis-
sioner's office.

They comprise seventytwo volumes, viz. :

Five volumes of correspondence

Volume /.Letters received in March 184.0 by Mr. C. Raikos, Settlement

Officer of Benares and Ghazipur.
Volume II, Letters received by the same from January 1840 to August

1841.

Volume III. Letters received between January and September 1842 by
Mr. C. Chester, Settlement Officer, Benares and Jaunpur.

Volume IV. Letter received between June 1841 and March 1842 by
Messrs. Raikes and Wylly, Settlement Officers of Benares and Ghazi-

pur.

Volume V. Letters relating to settlement matters received by the Collector

of Benares between January 1844 and March 1853.

Twenty-one volumes of village statements. These bear no date, but the

paper on which they are written bears a water-mark, dated 1841.

Twenty-one volumes of village maps.

Twenty-six settlement registers.

24. (e) Miscellaneous records

These consist of:

(i) Twenty-eight of the thirty* volumes which, as stated above, were errone-

ously bound up and labelled " Duncan Records."

(ii) Six rolumes of other miscellaneous records, four of which were discovered

in the record room of the Collector of Ghazipur.

(i) These twenty-eight volumes contain revenue correspondence and statements

relating to the Benares, Ghazipur, Mirzapur, Azamgarh and Gorakhpur districts

between 1796 and 1842. The last two districts used to be in the Benares division

and some of the papers relating to them were not transferred to the Commissioner-

ship of Gorakhpur when that office was constituted. The two volumes which con-

tain only Gorakhpur papers have been removed to the office of the Commissioner of

the Gorakhpur division ;
the rest I have allowed to remain, having had them relabelled

" Migoellaneous Revenue Records." There is no list or index of their contents. It

is among thc&e that old documents relating to the above five districts should be

sought.

* Two volume' relate exclusively to the Gorakbpur eettlement in 1818 aud 1819.
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(ii) The remaining six volumes of miscellaneous records consist of:

1. A volume of circulars received by the Commissioner of the Benares division

during the period 182948.

This volume contains a number of interesting records notably

(a) Geral rules of practice, framed in 1829, applicable to the Sudder

Board of Revenue and the Commissioners of Revenue.

(b) Rules for making settlements of land revenue framed in 1837.

(c) A printed memorandum of the year 1835 respecting the operation of the

law for the reoovery of arrears
oj"

revenue by the sale of lands perma-

nently settled.

2. A volume of letters sent between January 1819 and December 1823 by the

Magistrate of Benares to Mr. Ewer, the Superintendent of Police in the Western

Provinces. When Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit were appointed by

Regulation I of 1829, the functions of Superintendent of Police for each division were

assigned to the Commissioner: this explains the presence of this volume in the

Commissioner's office.

3. Two guard books containing copies of settlement correspondence for the

period 1839 45. I found this correspondence at Ghazipnr, but as it relates to the

whole of the Benares division, I have removed it to the Commissioner's office.

4. One guard beok containing copies of correspondence relating to

(a) the claims of the Raja of Benares in Pindraha, Belwa, &c ;

(b) a memorial of the Raja of Benares of the year 1843 ;

(c) correspondence regarding irregular partitions in the years 1843 and

1844.

This was also found at Ghazipur.

5. One guard book (found at Ghazipur) containing copies of miscellaneous

revenue correspondence relating to the Benares division. This correspondence has

been listed.

25. (d) The revenue and judicial records arranged in files. With the

exception of the earlier records relating to the Jaunpur district these files have all

been bound up or placed in guard books. The great majority were bound in 1904,

but on visiting the office in 1909 I found there a number of lose papers which I have

arranged, weeded and placed in guard books to form supplementary volumes. In

the office of the Commissioner of Allahabad, I oama upon a large mumber of pre-

mutiny papers belonging to the Jaunpur district which were not removed to the

Commissionership of Benares when the Jaunpur district was transferred from the

Allahabad to the Benares division. I have had these Jaunpur papers removed to

the office of the Commissioner of Benares.

26. (i) The Benares series. These consist of 135 volumes, viz.:

One hundred and twenty-eight volumes of revenue files, bound up in 1904.

Two volumes of judicial files, bound up in 3904.

Three guard books of revenue files, prepared by me.

Two guard books prepared by me containing the correspondence of the

Infanticide Commissioner, Mr. C. Moore.

The infanticide correspondence is not listed. The first of the guard books of

revenue files contains a list of the files enclosed in them.

The files that were bound up in 1904 are separated from one another by sheets

of tissue paper. There is a list of all these files to which there is an alphabetical
index. The list, however, includes a number of post-mutiny files dealing as it does

with all the existing files judicial and revenue up to the year 1881. The num-
bers given to the files appear to bear no relation to the period to which they refer.

Thus file no. 20 may relate to the period 1830 to 1832, while file no. 21 may begin
with the year 1870.

The pre-mutiny files were picked out in 1904 and bound up. On the back of

ach volume is printed files nos. to
; the volume does not actually contain

these files, but only those pre-mutiny ones which come in the group in question : the

post-mutiny files being kept in flat boardj in an almirah.
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27. (il) The Ghaaipur series. These consist of 113 volumes made up in 1904

and one supplementary guard book of lovenue files prepared by me. Of the 1115

bound volumes, 111 contain revenue, and two judicial files. They are numbered

and listed and indexed in precisely the same mauuer as the Bauares series.

28. (Hi) The Mirzapur series. Thu consists of 115 volumes (113 containing

revenue, and 2 judicial files) bound in 1904, and one guard book of revenue files

prepared by mo. These are numbered, indexed, aud listed iu the same manner as

the Benares and Ghazipur series.

29. (iv) The Jaunpur series. This consists of sixty-two bound volumes of

revenue files, made up in 1904.

One bound volume of judicial files, made up in 1904.

Four basins of loose correspondence dating from 1818 to 1828.

Tea guard books, prepared by me, containing revenue correspondence.

One guard book, prepared by ma, containing judicial filus.

The sixty-three volumes bound up in 1904 contain filea dating from 1826 in

fact all the papers that had been sent from Allahabad on the transfer of the Jaun-

pur district from that division in 1891.

Lists of these files were prepared in the offioe of the Commissioner of Allah-

abad aud these have been bound up into a volume, but there was nothing on the

cover to show that it contained lists, and the record keeper at Benares aid not

know of its existence when I first visited the Commissioner's office. I have now

bad it labelled
" List of Files."

There is no index to these lists.

The four basins and eleven guard books contain (after weeding) the loose

papers relating to the Jaunpur district which I oaine across in 1903 in the Com-

missioner's office at Allahabad.

As the correspondence prior to 1829 is with the Board of Revenue it is pro-

bably all contained in the bound volumes of the proceedings in the Board's office as

Allahabad, so that, in accordance with the orders of Government, these papers havo

been tied up in bastas

Easta no. 1. Contains correspondence of 1818 to 1821}

2.- 1821 to 1823

8. 1821 to 1828

4. 1827 to 1828

The correspondence subsequent to 1829 has been made up into (1) seventeen

supplementary revenue files which have been pasted in ten guard books a list of

the file < is inserted in the first of these volumes, (2) two judicial files which are

pasted in a single guard book.

30. fv) The general series. This consists of a large number of files of a

general nature,, or which relate to more than one district.

These files are classified as (a) revenue and (b) judicial.

(a) The revenue files.
This series consists of 368 files of which 113 are of dates

later than the mutiny. The pre-mutiny files are bound up in twenty-nine volumes.

They relate to such subjects as charitable endowments, amalganation of the

offices of Collector and Magistrate, patwaris, muaft lands, sales of estates for

arrears of revenue, irrigation from tanks and reservoirs, kanungos, rhea and hemp

fibre district boundaries, revenue administration reports, settlement, arrangement of

records adoption of Hindustani instead of Persian as the official language.

This series was bound up before I visited Benares. Tue files in this series have

been arranged neitaer chronologically nor alphabetically. Some of them are not of

a general nature, and ought properly to find place in one or other of the district

series. As however they have been listed and are strongly bound I have not deemed

it expedient
to disturb the existing arrangement.

(b) The judicial files.
This series is composed of 212 files of which fifty-one

are subsequent to the mutiny. The pre-mutiny files are bound up in eight volumes.

They have been listed, bat their arrangement exhibits the same defects as the

revenue seriea.



They relate to such subjects as ferries, dispensaries, road fund committees,

infanticide, police administration reports and thugs. This last file contains a

copy of Dr. Sherwood's account of Phausigars, dated December 1816.

31. (e) Government Gazettes. (i) There are thirty volumes of Government

of India Gazettes dating from 1832 to 1856 inclusive, but the gazettes for the

years 1836, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1842, 1843 and 1844 are missing ; (ii) there are

fifteen volumes of gazettes of the Government of Agra from 1840 to 1855 inclusive.

32. The record rooms of the Agent to the Governor General are separate from

those of the Commissioner. The following tables show the arrangement of the

records in bastas in each office.

TABLE I Showing the contents of the baatas of pre-mutiny records in the office

of the Agent to the Governor General.

No. or baitas. CONTENTS.

1. Five volumes of political letters issued (Series I) 6tb October 1795 to 10th May 1804.

2 . siz 13th May 1804, to 21at January 1813.

3. pour )( n 22nd January 1813 to 10th December 1822,

4 Fi ve 10th December 1822 to 31st March 1836.

5. five 6tb April 1836 to 18th September 1814.

0. Five . 22nd September 1844 to 6th March 1851.

7. Five 7th March 1851 to 12th November 1855.

8. xwo 14th November 1855 to llth July 1859.

9. Three volumes of miscellaneous letters issued (Series II) 8th March 1SOO to 30th December

1803.

10. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received (Series III) 16th July 1795 to 21th January 1805

11. Five ,, i.
27th January 1805 to 3X)th December

3809.

12. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received (Series III) 1st January 1810 to 31st December

1814.

13. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received (Series III) 1815 to 1819.

14. Five ,, 1820 1824.

15. Five i, 1825 1829.

16. Five ,, >, 1830 29th August 1833.

17. Five >, 25th September 1833 to 1838.

18. Six 1839 to 1844.

19. Five 1845 1849.

20. Four 1850 1852.

21. Four , ,, 1853 1856.

22. Seven volaraes of letters received re Royal Family of Delhi (Series IV) 1836 to 1842.

23. Seven ,. 1843 to 1849.

24. Seven ,, ,. 1850 to 1856.

25. Eight re Coorg Family (Series V) 1834 to 1846.

26. Eight 1847 to 1854.

TABLE II. Showing contents of bastas of pre-mutiny records in the

Commissioner's office.

No. or baitai, CONTEND.

Red bustfts. Original correspondence of various residents at Beitarei, 96 volumes.

. One index to Duncan records.
* i

^ Four volumes of miscellaneous correspondence, 1776 to 1788.

i Three 1785 1788.

( Pour monthly volumes of correspondence January to March !788.

3. Eight lApril to December 1788.

4- Five January to July 1789.

6. Five August to December 1789.

t One volume of settlement papers, 1789 to 1790.

( Four monthly volumes of correspondence, January to April 1790.

1. Seven May to November 1790.

8. Four volumes of miscellaneous correspondence, 1790 and 1791.

9. Seven monthly volumes of correspondence, for the year 1791.

10. Six Jannary to June 1792.

11. Five July to October 1792.

12. Five . November 1792 to May 1793.

13. Five
,,

June 1793 to March 1794.

14. Four April to July 1794.

15. Four ., July to October 1794.

/ One volume of miscellaneous papers for the year 1794.
'

(.Three monthly volumes of correspondence, November 1794 to Fcb
rnary M 795.

17. f* ive March to December 1795.
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TABLE II. Showing contents of bastas of pre-mutiny records in the

Commissioner's office (continued).
No. OF baitai. CONTENTS.

Bid bastas. Original corrtipondenet ofvarii'us retidtntt at Benaret (concluded).

("One volume of miscellaneous papers for 17D5.

J
Two volumes of settlement recoriis.

i One volume of Duncan Records printed.

(.One index to Philip Robinson's "Gha^ipur notebook."

{Four

volumes of Philip Robinson's "Ghazipur note book."

One volume ,, Eongh notes, 1787-8 and 1799 1810.

19. Fonr volumes of copies of various proceedings of Duncan.

Yellow bastas. Frottedingt of Rttidenti at Benares.

Five volumes of proceedings, October 1787 to April 1788.

May to July 1788.

>, ,i August to December 1738.

January to March 1789.

April to Jun 1789.

July to September 1789.

October 1789 to January 1790.

,. February to July 1790.

June and July 1790.

,, August and October 1790.

November 1790 to February 1791.

March to July 1791.

August 1791 to January 1792.

,i February and May 1792.

June and July 1792.

,, August to December 1792.

i, January to May 1793.

,i i, June to October 1793.

,, November 1793 to March 1794.

.1 April to June 1794.

,. July to November 1794.

i, December 1794 to April 1795.

,, May to August 1795.

fOne volume of list of proceedings arranged chronologically from 7th August
i 1791 to April 1797.

^
One Alphabetical index to subject of letters issued and received, 1790.

{

One 1792 to 1795.

(.One volume, of proceedings at the Treasurer's office, September to December 1790.

45. l
Tlle foartaan Tolumos of copies of letters issued and miscellaneons statements detailed in

46. J paragraph 19 of the note.

48. i

'

rlie 14 volumes of settlement registers detailed in paragraph 20 of the note.

49. 1

60.

61.

62.

63.

64 - I These lastai contain th settlement records detailed in paragraph 23 of tht
5. i

60.
not8 '

57.

58.

59.

60. J
White bastas. Index tnd Atitracl Isiue and Receipt Register* .

61 95. Contain these 181 registers. The record keeper has prepared a MS. record of th

contents of each busla.

9607. Contain the twelve miscellaneous registers detailed in parugiaph 22 of tha note.

Brown baatas. Miscellaneous recordt arranged chronologically, 28 cjlumei.

98. Six guard books containing correspondence of 1796.

20.
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TABLE II. Showing contents of bastas of pre-mutiny records in the

Commissioner's office (continued).

No. oilattat. CONTENTS.

White bastas. Mitcellaneoui record* arranged chronologically. (concluded),

f One guard book containing correspondence of 1820 to 1823.

JGne ,. 1823.

102. {
One 1824 tn 1830.

j

One 1828 1830.

l.0ne , 1831 ,,1844.

1024. Six guard books of records detailed in paragraph 24 (ii) of note.

103. Fire guard books of general revenue files [ride paragraph 30 (at) of note] DOS, I to 23.

104. Fire 32 74.

105. Fire ,. 78 82.

106. Five 83 109.

107. Four 110 156.

108. Five ,i 159 368.

109. Poor guard books of general judicial files [paragraph 30 (ij of note] 13 86.

109A Four 87 224.

Slack basta. Henarei Vittriet, Revenue and Judicial filet (paragraph 26 of note).

110. Six guard books containing revenue files nos. 1 to 52.

111. Six ,, ,, 53,, 88.

112. Six 89 ,,123.

113. Six ,. 124 173.

114. Sir 174 219.

115. Six ,. 220 ,,260.

US. Six 261 236.

117. Six 287,, 310.

118. Six ,. 311 340.

119. Six . 341 366.

180. Six 367 393.

121. Six 394 420.

122. Six 421 451.

123. Five 452 472.

124. Fire 473 ,. 489.

125. Six 490 ,,512.

126. Six 513 973.

127. Six, 1504 1760.

128. Six ,, 1761 1898.

129. Six 1899 1954.

130. Seven 1955 2005.

... f Three 2006 2084.

(Two guard books containing Judicial files ,, 1 114.

132. Five guard books containing supplementary Benares revenue

and judicial files.

Slut bastas. Mirzapur Diitriet, Revenue and Judicial filet ("paragraph 28 ofnoit).
. ^ One gunrd book of supplementary revenue files.

*i.Five books containing revenue files nos. 219 to 610.

134. Five 511 626.

135. Five 627 766.

136. Five 797 850.

137. Fire 921 981.

138. Fonr 982 1006.

139. Fonr 1007 1035.

140. Five 1036 1067.

141. Five 1068 1101.

142. Six 1102 1146.

143. Five 1147 1174.

144. Five H75 1221.

145. Five 1222 1249.

146. Five
,, 1256 1291.

147. Five ]292 1318.

148. Five ,, H J319 H 135S
149. Five 1357 f> 1393.

150 i

One " " enclosure to file no. 1398.
'

( Four revenue fiha noa. 1399 to 1410.

151. Four
f> 1411 >f 1433.

15a - Fiv
i. ,, 1434 1495.

153. Five
>( 1496 a 1678>



TABLE II. Showing content* of bastas of pre-mutiny records in ike

Commissioner's office (concluded).
No. or battai. CONTESTS.

Jilut bastas. Mirsapur Diltrict, Kevinue and Judicial files (concluded).

154. Four guard books containing revenue files nos. 1574 to 1612.

155. Four 1613 1627.

,.. (Two 1628 1648.
6
'lTwo Judicial ., 1 84.

Green bastas. QKazipur District, Rteenue aJ Judicial Jit ei (paragraph 27 of note).

167. Five guard books containing revenue files DOS. 1 to 86.

87 214.

324 392.

393 421.

422 436.

437 463.

464 561.

i, 565 C94.

595 61.

617 ,. 621.

622 653.

654 675.

676 696.

697 723.

724 734A.

735 760.

761 773.

774 1357.

1358 1441.

1444 1469.

,, 1470 1488.

(part 2).

1488 (part 3j.

to 1517.

1518 to 1366.

supplementary revenue files nos.

158.





NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF BENARES.

THESE records have all been bound up, gome of them under the instruc-

tion of Mr. R. P. Dewlniist and some under ray supervision.

They consist of seventy-nine volumes which are tied up in twelve bustas and

stored according to the instructions contained in G. O. no.
1900

of 1909.
Ill -289

Seven volumes consist of copies of proceedings held, and letters sent or received

by the Collector.

Thirty volumes consist of letters issued and received arranged in chronological

order. These cover the period 1796 to 1867. Forty-two volumes consist of guard
books containing correspondence arranged by subjects. Tnis last series begins from

the year 1842.

2. It appears from a report, dated May 1, 1854. by Mr. Lowis, the officiating

Collector of Benares, thut Mr. Ommaney, when Collector of that district, introduced

the system of classifying, all official correspondence according to subjects: each

mama and eucli general xubjeot having a mid or file to itself.

3. This system of classification, however, does not appear to have been com-

pletely carried out : some letters received subsequent to the introduction of Mr.

Ouitnaney's sy.-tem have been bound up in the chronological series and listed by
Mr. Dewhurst. Thus it is that the chronological series contain a number of docu-

ments which should have been placed in the appropriate files.

4. Nor is this the only defect in the present arrangement; as will be seen,

there are anomalies in the chronological series. Before taking up the work of

these records I brought these matters to the notice of the Hou'ble Mr. J. W. Hose,

Chief Secretary to Government, but as a perfect arrangement of these records would

have involved the breaking up of nearly all the volumes bound undnr Mr.

Dewhurst's instructions aud reduced almost to nil the utility of the six volumes of

printed lists prepared by him, Mr. Hose directed me to allow the present arrange-

iiient to remnin and content myself with weeding aud binding the records not

touched by Mr. Dewhurst.

6. (1) The chronological eeriea. This consists of thirty-seven volumes of

which twenty-nine were made up under the direction of Mr. Dewhurst in 1904.

Printed lists of the contents of these were made and the lists bound up in six

volumes. Volumes I to III deal with the revenue records
;
volumes IV and V

with the judicial records, and volume VI with those relating to the bu.jtct of

education.

The remaining eight volumes of records arranged chronologically were not

listed by Mr. Dewhurst because their existence was not brought to his notice. I

found seven of them in the Commissioner's record room, and one among the " un-

eorted and unarranged papers" in the Collector's office mentioned by Mr. Dewhunt

in paragraph 15 of his final report on the pro-mutiny records of these provinces.

6. (a) The revenue correspondence. These records consist of twenty-five

volumes of which eighteen were bound up by Mr. Uewhurst. Some of them are

originnl letters, others are copies. Unfortunately the originals have been bound

00 as to form five series of correspondence, instead of one issue and one receipt

series, extending from 1799 to 1857.

The following table explain* their arrangement :

Dumber
of

volume.
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Volume VI. Copies of letters received by the Collector from 29th September

1798 to the 22nd January 1799. As these volumes were somewhat

worm-eaten I bave had them re-bound. This series is now tied up in

basta no. 12.

7. Before passing on to the chronological series of judicial records mention

should be made of the settlement records and settlement correspondence relating

to the Benares district, which exists in the Commissioner's office, the nature and

extent of these and my reasons for allowing these records to remain in the office

of the Commissioner of the Bou ires division are set forth in paragraph 22 of the

note on the pre-Mutiny records ot that office.

8. (b) The judicial records. These consist of eleven volumes, ten of

which contain original correspondence which is set forth in volumes IV and V of

the lists prepared by Mr. Dewhurst.

The eleventh volume, the contents of whioh have not been listed, consists of

copies of letters sent by the Magistrate of Benares between September 1842 and

April 1843.

The following table gives the nature and arrangement of these judicial records :

Number

volume-
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11. The records which are arranged in files. These records have been

pasted in guard books and the forty-two volumes contain what remains after the

weeding out of the useless ones from the " unsorted and unarranged papers
" men-

tioned by Mr. Dewhurst in paragraph 15 of his final report. As a matter of fact

these papers (although many of them were, as Mr. Dewhurst Pays, in a very in-

different state of preservation), BO far from being unsorted, had all been classified

by subjects and stitched into limp covers. They are evidently the papers arranged

according to Mr. Ommaney's system mentioned above (in paragraph 2 of thia note).

After weeding out all the useless files 150 now remain of which sixty-eight relate to

various mamas and the balance deal with sundry subjects such as excise, road and

ferry fund committee, patwaris' papers, the mint at Benares, exhibitions, revenue

administration reports, printing presses, salt, coinage, dacoity, Ac.

Most of the files contain a body sheet or list ot the documents which compose
it, but these lists are all incomplete and of little value. I have, however, had them

bound up with each file they may prove helpful as far as they go.

12. A written list of these 150 files has been prepared giving the name of the

file, the number of the guard book in which it occurs and the number of the baata

in which the guard book is tied up; thus any particular file can be turned up in a

few minutes. These forty-two guard books of files are contained in bastas nos. 6

to 11 inclusive.

IX DEWAR,
The 12th March 1910. Officer on xpecial duty in connection

with the pre-mutiny records of the

United Provinces.



SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE OX THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF BENARES.

SINCE writing the original note, two additional pre-mutiny files, which fill

three guard books, have been discovered, so that the records which are arranged in

files now number forty-five volumes instead of forty-two stated in paragraph 11

of the note, and the number of files is 152 instead of 150.

At the request of the Collector of Benares I have had the list of these 152

files printed.

Table showing ihe sttkjecti of ths files and their arrangement.

Number

of

file.



Knmber

of

file.



s
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NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE OFFICE
OF THE COLLECTOR OF GHAZIPUR.

1. UNTIL 1817 Ghnzipur formed part of the Benares district. On January 30th
RcKnlation I of 1816 removed the province of tna t year Mr. Deune, Commissioner*

of 15ei'res from the jurisdiction of the Board
of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered in the province of Benares and Behar,
Provinces and placed it, together with Hehar, .

under a separate Commissioner. At first there Wrote to the Governor General in OounCll
e Commi88iouer : Uter a l)oard was

submitting, in obedience to orders received,

a list of
" the parganas most remote from the residence of the Collector of

Benares and which it appears most expedient to place under the separate control

of a junior revenue officer."

These parganas were

Ballia. Shadiabad.

Kharid.

Kopachit.

Chounsa.

Zamania.

Mahaich.

Sikandarpur.

Zahurabad.

Bhadaon.

Pachotar.

Earanda.

Saidpur.

Bahriabad.

Muhammadabad.

Ghazipur.

Garha.

Dehma.

Lakhnesar.

" The parganas alluded to", continues the Commissioner, "comprehend the

whole of the country now placed under the magisterial control of Mr. R. Bird at

Ghazipur and pay to Government an annual land revenue of Rs. 13,19,771.

By separating them entirely from the general authority of the Collector of Benarea

and entrusting the charge to Mr. Barlow no additional expense to Government

need be incurred. On the contrary this most beneficial arrangement may be

carried into full effect so as to ensure an immediate gain of Rs. 3,000 per annum."

The gain was to be made by reductions in the sadr office establishment at

Benares and the saving of the tahsildar's commission on the collection of the land

revenue of two tahsils which would, after the fixing of the Collector's outcherry at

Ghazipur, be paid direct into that treasury. A deputation allowance of Rs. 12

per diem was proposed for Mr. Barlow. The Governor General "
entirely

approved" of these proposals and authorized the separation of the above parganas
from the Benares district.

2. On February 27th Mr. Tilghman, the acting Secretary to the Commis-

sioner in Behar and Benares, wrote to Mr. Robert Barlow saying that as soon as he

had finished the duties entrusted to him, that is to say, the revision of the estab-

lishment of kanungos in the province of Benares, he was to take charge of the

above-named pargauas and to establish his
" head cutcherry at the town of Ghazi-

pur," previously receiving from the Collector of Benares the documents in his

possession relating to this tract of country, which included the whole of the pre-

sent Ghazipur and Ballia districts.

3. On April 2nd, 1817, Mr. Bailow was informed that he was to be designated
"
Officiating Collector of Ghazipur

" and that his seal of office was to be inscribed
" Seal of the Revenue Cutcherry of Sircar Ghazipur." From April 5th, 1817, Mr.

Barlow was addressed thus in official correspondence. The measure of appointing

a Collector was a tentative one, for, on August 1st, 1817, the Secretary to the Com-

missioner in Benares and Behar thus addressed Mr. Barlow :

" As no division of the establishments of Benares consequent to your appoint-

ment at Ghazipur has yet taken place in the office of accounts at the presidency,

nor will do so until a distinct colleotorship shall have been finally fixed at Ghazi-

pur, it is necessary for the civil auditor and accountant to the Revenue department
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to continue the whole in his accounts aa still appertaining to the Benares Collec-

torship.
" For this purpose, instead of forwarding your accounts direct to the presi-

dency, you should forward them through the office of the Collector of Benares.

But this, being merely an arrangement of form, is entirely unconnected with the

payment or control, in any manner, of your establishment by the Collector of

Benares."

I did not come across any document in the records showing the date upon

which the Collector of Ghazipur discontinued the practice of sending up his accounts

through the Collector of Benarea.

4. Mr. Barlow was appointed Collector at Ghazipur in the days when the

office of Magistrate was separate from that of Collector and combined with that of

Judge.

Although the revenue records of Ghazipur are voluminous only six or seven

documents of a judicial nature now exist. According to the gazetteer the civil

and criminal jurisdiction of the Ghazipur district was from 1795 until 1821 divid-

ed between the Judge and Magistrate of Jaunpur and the Judge and Magistrate

of Mirzapur.

5. In 1820 a tract of territory which comprised a great part of the Azamgarh

district was annexed to Ghazipur so that the Collector's revenue accounts were

divided in two sections the accounts of
" Sircar Ghazipur

" and those of
" Chuck-

leh Azimghur."
This arrangement persisted until 1832. On November 13th of that year Mr.

S. M. Bouldersou, Commissioner of the ninth division, directed Mr. J. H. Money,

acting Collector of Ghazipur, to make over charge on the 1st December 1832 of

"
pargana Secunderpore in Sircar Ghazeepore, and of the four tahsildaries of

Ghosee, Muhammadabad, Sugree and Mhow," with all the records, accounts and

establishments connected with that portion of his district to the acting Collector

of Azamgarh.
6. I have classified the Ghazipur records aa follows :

1. Revenue records.

(a) Letters received.

(b) Letters issued.

(c) Miscellaneous records, i.e. registers, statements, files and copies of cor-

respondence-.

II. Settlement records.

(a) Records of Mr. Lushington's settlement of Saidpur Bhitri, 1831 to

1834.

(b) Records of Mr. Edmonstone's settlement, 1835 to 1837.

(c) Records of settlements made by Messrs. Raikes, Wynyard and Barnes,

1839 to 1842.

(d) Miscellaneous, including Mr. Peploe Smith's settlement in 1838.

7. Revenue records. (a) Letters received.

Series I. Correspondence with the Collector of Benares relating to the

Ghazipur district, 1802 to 1820, three volumes.

The great majority of these letters are copies, being taken by a clerk espe-

cially appointed shortly after Ghazipur was made a separate charge.
Some of the later letters are originals, having been forwarded to the

Collector of Ghazipur by the Collector of Benarea as referring to the

district of the former.

Series //.Letters received from the Board of Commissioners, the Board
of Revenue, or the Commissioner. This series runs without a break

from January 1817 until December 1855. It fills forty-seven guard
books after having been carefully weeded.

Scarcely any records for the years 1856 and 1857 exist. From 1855
onwards nearly all the records of several years seem to have been

destroyed.
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Series III. Revenue circulars received by the Collector of Ghazipur, 1817

to 1855, nineteen volumes.

Series IV. Circulars received by the Collector from the Accountant, 1835 to

1853, one volume.

Series V. Letters received by the local agents at Ghazipur, 1822 to 1846,

one volume.

8. (b) Letters issued. These are all copies made in registers :

Series /.All letters issued between May 4th, 1816, and April 30th, 1821,

five votemes.

Series II. Letters issued to the Board of Revenue between 1st May 1821

and February 1828, seven volumes.

Series ///. Revenue letters issued classified according to subjects, 1828 to

1831, two volumes. These letters are listed at the commencement of

each volume.

Series IV. Letters issued to the Commissioner between May 1831 and

December 1855, twenty-five volumes.

Series V. Miscellaneous letters issued between May 1821 and December

1853, thirty-five volumes.

Series VI. Letters issued by the local agents between 1821 and 1855, one

volume.

Series VII.~ Letters issued by Mr. Davidson, Deputy Collector in 1849, one

volume.

9. '(c) Miscellaneous records. These are of a most varied nature, and a full

list of them is set forth in the table showing the contents of the various bastas.

In this place it is only necessary to mention that the volume of files in basta no. 26

has at its beginning a list of the files it contains.

The nine volumes of copies of correspondence relating to the Ghazipur dia-

trict whioh I have classified among miscellaneous records were probably taken

by the order of Mr. Oldham for the preparation of his
"
Ghazipur Memoir." This

series of copies covers the period 1797 to 1855 and includes most of the important

documents relating to the Ghazipur district.

10. The settlement records. The Ghazipur settlement records are very numer-

ous. The district was settled by Jonathan Duncan in 1789-90. His settlement

was originally for ten years, but in 1792 was made perpetual. No English records

of this settlement exist at Ghazipur : they are all kept at Benares. There are

however at Ghazipur in the treasury strong-room a few of Duncan's vernacular

records of the settlement. Those records have suffered much from the attacks of

fish insects.

The defects of Duncan's settlement of the Ghazipur district are set forth on

pages 128 and 129 of the district gazetteer. Owing to the defective settlement

agrarian troubles were frequent and the volume of litigation was enormous. To

remedy this .Mr. H. Lushington was appointed in 1831 to settle the pargana

Saidpur Bhitri. His settlement was concluded in 1834 for a period of twenty years,

but was made perpetual in 1839.

The following records of Mr. Lushington's work exist :

One volume of letters received by him between 1831 and 1834.

Three volumes of copies of letters issued by him.

One volume of assessment statements.

One case book.

11. In 1835 Mr. G. F. Edmonstone was appointed to settle the lapsed farm of

TJabu A.brakh Singh, whioh comprised 251 villages, having an area of nearly 70,000

acres in parganns Shadiabad, Puchotar, Zahurabad and Bhadaon. Two volumes

of his correspondence of 1835, 1836 and 1837 exist.

In 1838 Mr. E. Peploe Smith was appointed to make a settlement of pargana

Bahriabad. None of his correspondence exists, but the records include two
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volumes of general settlements, one volume of jama statements and some village

statements prepared by him.

12. In 1839 Government determined that the village boun daries should be

demarcated in the Ghazipur district preparatory to the introduction of a profes-

sional survey of the province of Benares, and the acting Collector, Mr F. R.

Davidson, was thus addressed in a letter dated 7th May 1839 :

" The performance

of this duty will be assigned to Molvee Ahmudoolla, the native deputy collector,

under the immediate orders and superintendence of Mr. C. Raikes, officiating

Deputy Collector, just now employed at Ghazeepore, subject to your general con-

trol and co-operation, that gentleman having been proposed by the Board to con-

duct the revision of the settlement in the Ghazeepore and Benares districts."

Mr. Raikes's duties were

(1) To demarcate the village boundaries and make a general survey.

('2)
To compile a record of rights for each village.

(3) To settle the following classes of estates :

(a) "Estates for the settlement of which farming or zeemindaree arrange-

ments have been already made but not yet sanctioned by Govern-

ment."

(b)
" All the late and former maafee resumptions still unsettled whether

held kham or in theka or in the maafeeda rs' possession on security."

(c) "Lapsed moostajeree mahals.
"

(d )
" Estates for which permanent settlement has n ot been concluded.

"

It will be seen that Mr. Raikes was appointed to settle both the Ghazipur and

Benares districts. As a matter of fact he did scarcely any work in Benares, thi?

being undertaken by his assistants, Messrs. Chester and Wylly ; hence Mr. Raikes's

records are properly kept at Ghazipur.

In January 1841 Messrs. Wynyard and Barnes were appointed settlement

officers at Ghazipur to assist Mr. Raikes iu bringing the settlement to a conclusion.

Each of these officers was given independent charge of the settlement of a separate

pargana. To Wynyard was assigned pargana Mahaich, and he was subsequently

given Ghazipur, Khanpur and Zamania. Barnes was given at first Zahurabad and

afterwards Pachotar and iShadiabad.

13. In classifying the settlement records they have been grouped as far as

possible according to settlement officers.

As the nature of the settlement records is set forth at the end of this note in

the list of bast as and their contents, it is only necessary in this place to call

attention to the fact that one of the two registers of government mahals, which

appear to have been compiled about 1820, and which are contained in basta no. 43,

relates to chakla Azamgarh, which, as mentioned above, used to form part of the

Ghazipur district. As no pre-Mutiny records exist at Azamgarh, it has been

deemed advisable to allow the register to remain at Ghazipur.

14." In addition to the above manuscript recor ds the government gazettes of

the province of Agra are complete from 1840 onwards. Those relating to the

period prior to 1858 are bound up in eighteen volumes.

15. In the following: table the contents of the various bastas are set forth :

Number of

basta.
Nature of contents.

Three volumes of copies of correspondence (letters received,
series I).

One volume of circulars received by the Collector (letters

received, series IV).
One volume of letters received by the local agents (letters

received, seties V).
2



Number of

taita.
Nature of contents.

25.

26

27

28<

29-

30-

3)

32

33<

3436

37-40
412

43-

Six volumes of letters received from Board or Commissioner...
Six ,,

Five
Five volumes of revenue circulars ...

Five ,,

Five
Four ,,

Five volumes of letters issued to all officers (series I)
Seven volumes of letters issued to Board (series II)

Two volumes of classified letters issued (seriss III)
Four volumes of letters to Commissioner (series IV)
Six (May)
Eight
Seven
Six volumes of miscellaneous letters issued (series V)
Six (May)
Six ,, ,i (

Six
Six
Five
One volume of letters issued by local agents
One volume of letters issued by Mr. Davidson, Deputy Col-

lector.

Seven volumes of muafi statements ... ... ...

Three registers of land taken up by Government...
One register of Local Funds (nazul) land ...

One volume of copies of revenue correspondence ...

One volume of correspondence regarding dcarak lands
One volume of village police statements.
One volume of files.

One register of sales of lands ... ... ...

One Volume of business statements of the Collector's office...

One volume of statements of transfers of insolvent puttees
One volume containing statements of compensation charges
payable from the Gbazipnr Collectorship.

One volume of judicial letters received ... ...

One volume of revenue correspondence
Nine volumes of copies of miscellaneous correspondence

relating to the Ghazipur district.

One volume of letters received by Mr. Lnshington, Settle-
ment Officer.

Three volumes of letters issued by Mr. Lushington ...

One volume of assessment statements.
One volume of letters received by Mr. Edmonstone, Settle-
. ment Officer.

One volume of letters issued by Mr. Edmonstone
Three volumes of correspondence of Mr. Itaikes, Settlement

Officer.

Three volumes of correspondence of Mr. Wynyard, Settle-
ment Officer.

Two volumes of correspondence of Mr. Barnes, Settlement
Officer.

Nine volumes of general statements compiled by Mr. Raikes.

Eight volumes of village and police statements compiled by
Mr. Raikes.

Six volumes of village statements compiled by Mr. Raikes.
Five
Seven volumes of general statements compiled by Mr.

Wynyard.
Seven volumes of police general statements compiled by

Mr. Wynyard.
Eight volumes of muafi general statements compiled by

Mr. Wynyard.
Fifteen volumes of village general statements compiled by

Mr. Wynyard.
Thirteen pargana books
Ten volumes of mauza registers. These are undated, bnt th

paper on which they are written bears the water-mark

year 1820 or 1821. These contain only the names and
numbers of the villages : none of the other columns have
been filled np. Some of them relate to chakla Azamgarh.

One register of government mahals, Ghazipur
One ,, ,, Azamgarh.
One case book of Mr. Lushington, Settlement Officer.

One volume of settlement statements of Raikes, Wynyard
and Barnes.

Thirteen volumes of copies of old records relating to the

Ghazipnr district, chiefly copies of correspondence of

Jonathan Duncan, Resident at Benares.
This correspondence deals with such interesting subjects as

the permanent settlement, female infanticide, Mr. Barlow's

report on the trade and currency of Benares, &c.

.. 1839 to





A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINT RECORDS IN TEE OFFICE
OF THE COLLECTOR OF JAUNPUR.

THE few pro-Mutiny records that now exist in the record room of the

Collector of Jaunpur have been placed in seven guard books.

The contents of these guard books are as follows :

Number 1 contains original correspondence, consisting of about forty letters

written during the period 1848 to 1856, relating to the sale of mauza

Aureyla, pargana Mariahu, its purchase by Government and its sub-

sequent restitution to its original proprietors.

The correspondence is listed at the beginning of the volume.

Number 2 contains letters of 1857, some of which are originals and others

copies, arranged under the supervision of Mr. R. P. Dewhurst and

listed in the printed list prepared by him.

Number 3 contains :

(a) Copies of important correspondence relating to portions of the suburbs

of Jaunpur which have come under cultivation and are consequently
liable to assessment of land revenue.

The correspondence, which has been listed, covers the period 1849 to 1855 and

includes fifty-two maps and two muhalla registers.

In addition to this pre-Mutiny correspondence the following records of a later

date have been pasted in this guard book :

(i) A note, dated the 15th May 1873, by Mr. Barry
" on the so-called nazul

oases in the city."

(ii) A memorandum, dated the 21st February 1880, by Mr. Addis on the city

land, Jaunpur.

(iii) Correspondence of 1880 and 1888 on the above subject.

(I) Two original letters from Mr. Ommaney, Collector of Jaunpur,
addressed to the Commissioner iu 1849. One of these is interesting

as describing the ceremony of shagoon practised by the tahsildars of

the Benares division at the end 'of Bliadon or on the 1st of Kttar as

a method of extracting money from the people.

Number 4 contains copies of correspondence relating to taufir land in chak

Kalwa, mauza Passewa, tahsil Karahat.

Number 5 contains copies of the revenue administration reports for the period

1842 to 1859 of the Jaunpur district, and some correspondence there-

on.

Number 6 contains copies of correspondence relating to taluka Houz and other

salt lands in the Jaunpur district, 1833 to 1855.

Number 7 is a register into which have been copied

(1) the proceedings of Jonathan Duncan, Resident at Benares, relating to

the Jaunpur district from October 1787 to July 1791 ;

(2) a note by Mr. Thomason when Member of the Board of Revenue,

dated November 19, 1842, on the state of the Jaunpur Collectorship ;

(3) correspondence of the period 1843 to 1846 between the Collector of

Jaunpur, the Commissioner of the Benares division, the Board of

Revenue and Government, relating to the rearrangement of

parganas in the Jaunpur district.

In 1885 Mr. Wheeler when revising the settlement of the Jaunpur district

brought away from Benares part of the record of the quinquennial settlement of

fatli 1202 made by Jonathan Duncan. These volumes have since been returned to

the Commissioner's office at Benares under the orders of Government.

21-2-1911. D. DEWAR.





A note on the pre-Mutiny records in the office of the Collector of Mirzapur.

.

THE pre-Mutiny records in the office of the Collector of Mirzapur consist

of no fewer than 354 volumes, exclusive of official gazettes.

2. They are characterized by the completeness of the records of the Magis-
trate's office. Tim fact greatly enhances their value, because in nearly all tha

other offices that possess pre-Mutiny records the judicial ones are very meagre.
3. At Mirzapur the letters from the Government to the Magistrate form a

continuous series from 1795 (the year in which "the office of Judge and Magistrate
of Mirzapur was created) until 1845.

4. The letters from the Nizamut Adawlut and the Court of Circuit to the

Judge and Magistrate form another interesting series running from 1795 until

1839, Unfortunately the letters from 1803 to 1807 inclusive and those from

February 1811 to August 1814 are missing.

The series of judicial letters is continued up to the time of the Mutiny in the

shape of letters from the Sessions Judge to the Magistrate. These two series, coupled
with a complete series of the circulars issued by the Nizamut Adawlut from 1826 to

1841, throw much light on the early judicial systems of these provinces.

5. The miscellaneous letters received by the Magistrate are numerous and

are of considerable interest as revealing something of the life of the times to which

they belong.

6. Another feature of the Mirzapur records is that they include some kinds

of correspondence which do not appear to have been preserved in their entirety in

other district offices, e.g.

Letters from the Superintendent of Police, Western Provinces.

Accountant General from 1795 onwarde.

Accountant, North-Western Provinces.

Civil Auditor.

Superintendent of Resources, Farrukhabad.

Correspondence relating to various estates under the management of the

Court of Wards.

7. The majority of the records have been arranged chronologically, the

letters issued being separated from the letters received. The former have beeu

copied into registers and the latter pasted in original in guard books.

8. On visiting the office I found that the bulk of the records had been made

up into bound volumes, but that of these about 80 per cent, required rebinding.

In the case of tho volumes of letters received rebound by me I have weeded out

and destroyed all the letters which possessed only ephemeral interest.

9. In addition to the bound records I came upon a quantity of loose papers

of an early date, among which were some copies of the correspondence of Jona-

than Duncan, tho famous Resident at Benares. Tho originals of most of these

copies exist at Benares. In a few cases, however, the originals are not at Benares.

These latter I have removed from Mirzapur, had them bound up and placed along

with the other Duncan records in the Commissioner's office at Benares. The

remainder of these loose papers have been made up into files and pasted in

guard books.

10. I found tied up in bundles tho original correspondence of the Magistrate

and Collector of Mirzapur for the years 1856 and 1857. These letters have been

placed in guard books after being weeded.

11. I have classified the Mirzapur records as follows:

I. Judicial records

(a) Letters received.

(b) ,, issued.

(c) Registers and statements
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II. Miscellaneous records

(a} Letters received.

(b) issued (these have been entered in the volumes of judicial

letters issued) .

(c) Registers.

III. Financial records

(a) Letters received.

(1) issued (these, too, have been entered in the registers of judicial

letters).

(c) Registers.

IV. Revenue records

(a) Letters received.

(b) issued. .

(c) Correspondence arranged in files.

V. Records relating to estates under the Court of "Wards

(a) Letters received.

(b) issued.

VI. Settlement records

(a) Letters issued.

(b) received.

(c) Registers and statements.

VII. Government Gazettes

(a) Government of India Gazettes.

(b) Government of Agra
12. The arrangement of tho records is set forth in detail in the following

Nature of records.



Nature of records.





Nature of records.



Nature of records.



A note on the pre-Mutiny records in the office of the Deputy Superintendent
of the Family Domains of the Maharaja of Benares.

i has, I think, been
Kt

J. VV. HOSE.

B pargana is only
)f the Domains.

J. W. HOSE.

THE pre-Mutiny records in this office consist of sixteen volumes.

The bulk of the correspondence has been arranged chronologically, letters

on all subjects being filed together. Letters received and letters issued, however,

have been bound up separately. In some cases the correspondence has been made

up into files.

The chronologically arranged letters. (1) Letters received. These have been

pasted in three guard books.

No. 1 contains the letters received by the Commissioner relating to the Domains

prior to 1832.

The earliest letter bears the date December 2, 1826. Some of the letters in

this volume have been injured by dump and are not very legible.

No. 2 contains letters received by the Deputy Superintendent between

February 1832 and October 1848. A list of tho contents exists at the beginning
of the volume.

No. 3 contains letters of the period 1848 to 1863. The contents of this volume

are also listed.

(2) Letters issued. The letters issued have been copied out into registers ;

those sent prior to the Mutiny occupy nine volumes. Volume I contains copies of

letters issued from December 1826 to January 1832. The series, however, is not

complete : and this remark is also true of some of the other registers. The present

volume contains a copy of an important letter of 143 paragraphs, dated May
20, 1827, written by Mr. Bird, the Special Mofussil Commissioner, to the Secretary

to the Government of India. This letter gives the history and a detailed account

of the pargana Bhadoi (i.e. the Family Domains).

Volume 2 contains copies of letters issued between October 1831 and March

1833.

Volume 3 covers the period 1833 to 1835.

4 1835 1839.

5 1839

6 1842

7 1851 1853.

8 1853 1856.

9 1856 1859.

The correspondence arranged in files. There are five files of considerable size,

which I have had pasted into three guard books. Many of the letters have been

injured by damp.
The five files relate to

(1) Compensation for land taken up for the military road from Benares to

Allahabad, 1819 to 1832.

(2) The appointment of the Commissioner as Superintendent of the Family

Domains, 1826 to 1845.

(3) The appointment of a Deputy Superintendent of the Family Domains

1830-1.

(4) The working of Act VII of 1828, 1830-1.

(5) The taluka Naugarh, 1838.

In addition to the above fifteen volumes there is a register of cash accounts of

the years 1854 to 1860 inclusive.

The 19M April 1910. D -

1842.

1850.





A NOTE ON THE PRE-MUTINY RECORDS OF CHUNAR FORTRESS.

ON visiting Chunar in 1910 I found that the English pro-mutiny records

in the tahsildar's record room wore in a lamentable state. The bound volumes

were mostly falling to pieces, their contents were riddled with holes and the paper

had become so brittle in many cases as to break off when handled. The loose papers,

of which thero were several thousand kept folded in full in a large chest, woro

in better condition. These consisted mainly of invoices of stores, survey reports of

arms and accoutrements, returns of arms and accoutrements, correspondence regard-

ing the estates of deceased European Invalids, records of services, extracts from

character books, descriptive long rolls, nominal rolls, review rolls, correspondence

relating to orphan children, reports of the proceedings of courts martial, correspon-

dence relating to pay, &o., and miscellaneous correspondence. As nearly all the

more important of these records had already been incorporated in the bound registers,

I have destroyed, under the orders of Government, quite 95 per cent, of those papers.

The comparatively few that have beeu retained have been pasted in guard
books.

2. Although political prisoners were sometimes confined in Chunar fortress,

the Chunar records contain very little relating to them. On the other hand, much

of the correspondence of the Agent to the Governor General, in the office of the

Commissioner of the Benares division, is concerned with these state prisoners.

3. By far the most important and interesting of the Chunar records are the

books of general and garrison orders. These date from 1808, and, although by no

means continuous, throw much light on the organization of the army maintained

by the East India Company.

These records are rendered the more valuable by the fact that the fort was

garrisoned by the Honourable Company's European Invalids, so that the records

contain much matter not to be found in those of other cantonments. Moreover, the

pre-mutiny records of nearly all, if not of all, the other cantonments in these

provinces appear to have been destroyed.

4. Prior to 1824 the general and the garrison orders were entered in the

same register ; from 1824 onwards these classes of orders are separately recorded.

5. The Chunar records now consist of eighty volumes. As I have classified

them, they fall into twelve series :

Stries I. Registers of general and garrison ordert between August 1808 and

May 1815. There are many gaps in this series, which consists of ten

volumes.

Series II. Registers of garrison orders between January 1824 and May
1854. This series consists of sixteen volumes; the orders for the

period March 1839 to December 1849 are missing.

Series HI. Registers of Invalid orders. Two volumes, which cover the

periods April 1825 to May 1827 and September 1843 to October 1848.

In the other years the Invalid orders have been copied into the

garrison order book.

Series IV. General orders. This series consists of thirteen volumes and

covers the periods 1824 to 1838 and 1848 to 1857. The general

orders for the latter period are printed.

Series V. Letters issued by the Fort Adjutant. This series, which consists of

BIX volumes, covers the periods 1829 to 1833 and 1846 to 1^-V.i.

(Scries VI. Letters issxcd by the Commanding Officer, Chunar, 1853 to 18-39.

One volume.
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Series VII. Letters issued by the officer in charge of the European Invalid*

for the following periods :

1817 to 1837.

1839 to 1841,

1851 to 1859,

twelve volumes.

Series VIII. Letters received by the officer in charge of the European Invalids,

1817 to 1857. Two volumes.

Series IX. Registers containing review rolls, garrison accounts, 8fc.,from 1837

to 1858. Nine volumes.

Series X. Registers of Invalid review and muster rolls, and pay abstracts, 1850

to 1858. Two volumes.

Series XI. Registers of establishment rolls, 1849-50. Three volumes.

Series XII. Miscellaneous registers. There are five of these:

One book of copies of wills.

One list of inscriptions on the tombstones in the cemeteries at Chunar.

One volume of statements of records of services.

One volume of miscellaneous statements, &c.

One volume of alphabetical annual long rolls, 1848 to 1859.

6. The pre-mutiny records have been tied up in eight bastas, as follows :

Number of 7.7 . ., .

, . Nature of contents.

(1) Series I, i.e. Ten volumes of general and station orders 1808 to

1815.

(2) Series II, i.e. Sixteen volumes of station orders, 1824 to 1854.

(3) Part of series IV, i.e. Eight volumes of general orders, 1824 to

1852.

(4) Part of series IV, i.e. Five volumes of general orders, 1853 to

1857.

(5) Series III, V, VI and VIII, i.e.

Two volumes of invalid orders.

Six volumes of letters issued by the Fort Adjutant.
One volume of letters issued by the Commanding Officer.

Two volumes of letters received by the officer in charge,
Invalids.

(6) Series VII, i.e. Twelve volumes of letters issued by the officer

in charge, European Invalids.

(7) Series IX and X, i.e. Nine volumes of review rolls and accounts
and two volumes of Invalid accounts.

(8) Series XI and XII, i.e.-Three volumes of registers of establish-
ment rolls and five volumes of miscellaneous registers.

The 4th December 1910. j) DEWAH
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A NOTE ON THE PRE-MTTTINY RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF THE GORAKHPUR DIVISION.

THESK records, although perhaps they do not contain very much of

historical importance, are voluminous and have the merit of being arranged in files

or misln.

The files fall into two series

(1) those relating to the Gorakhpur district (including Basti) ;

(2) those that relate to the Azamgtirh district.

2. (1) Tin- Gorakhpur files. This series consists of 21 1 revenue files, arranged
in 130 guard books, and of 7 judicial files placed in 2 guard books.

The revenue files many of which comprise a large number of serials and

extend over a long period contain all the important revenue correspondence relat-

ing to the old Gorakhpur district from the year 1818 onwards.

The judicial records, on the other hand, are very scanty. The files relate to

the construction of the Gorakhpur jail, the Collector's office, the snrai, the dis-

pensary, the Budick dacoits, the extradition treaties with Nepal, and the ferries

on the river Gogrra.

3. (2) The Azamgarh files. This series includes 181 revenue files or mills,

bound up in 67 guard books, and 3 judicial files, pasted in a single guard book.

4. Both series of files have been listed. These lists have been bound up into

two volumes one containing the lists of the Gorakhpur files and the other those

of the Azamgarh files. In each volume there are separate lists for the revenue and

judicial files. The lists however are not confined to pre-mutiny records, they
include a number of files of a later date.

There is at the beginning of each volume an alphabetical index of the subject

matter of the files.

I have added to each list a column giving the number of the guard book in

which each file is pasted and another column in which is entered the number of the

basta in which the guard book in question is tied up thus any file can be turned

up in a few minutes.

5. It is perhaps worthy of remark that, notwithstanding the fact that a few

valueless files have been destroyed by me
;
the number that have been placed in

guard books considerably exceeds the number stated to exist by Mr. R. P.

Dewhurst in paragraph 19 of his fiual report on the pre-mutiny records of these

provinces.

There are three reasons for this difference

(1) some additional files have been found since 1904, when Mr. Dewhurst

visited Gorakhpur ;

(2) some files have been made up from the loose papers belonging to the

Gorakhpur Commissionership which I found in the office of the

Commissioner of Benares ;

(3) two files relating to the Gorakhpur division have been removed from

Agra where they were discovered by Mr. Dewhurst.

6. In addition to the above records there are two large volumes containing

account settlement statements for the Gorakhpur district. These statements

relate to the settlements made for the fasli years 1216 1219 and 12201224 by

Messrs. Balfour and Grant in 18091812 and Messrs. Forde and Ricketts in 1816

and 1817, respectively.

I found these two volumes in the office of the Commissioner of Benares.

They were labelled
" Duncan Records 1809." Their only claim to be called

Duncan records is that in one of them a part of the cash account of the Benares

treasury for February 1795 has been bound. The statements they contain are not

in chronological order.
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7. Mention should be made of the fact that a number of scattered revenue

papers relating to the Gorakhpur division for the period 1802 1842 are contained

in bound volumes in the office of the Commissioner of Benares. These papers are

not listed ; but it is improbable that there are among these any very important

ones relating to the Gorakhpur division.

8. There are in the office of the Commissioner of Gorakhpur a large number

of. issue and receipt registers of the correspondence of the Commissioner, prior to

the mutiny. These registers are in bad condition, but as the summaries of the

correspondence they give are too brief to be of any value in the absence of the

originals it has not been thought necessary to incur the expense of rebinding
them. They are accordingly tied up in baatas in their present condition; being
retained merely for the sake of the statistical value they may possess.

9. Of the Pre-Mutiny Gazettes one volume exists which contains some of

the Government of Agra Gazettes issued in the year 1841.

10. In conclusion, mention must be made of three guard books containing the

correspondence that took place during the mutiny between Mr. Tucker, Commis-
sioner of Benares, Mr. W. Wynyard, the Judge, who being invested with the

powers of a Commissioner, acted as chief executive officer of the district Mr.

Paterson, the Collector, and the European residents of the district. These letters

were removed from the office of the Judge to that of the Commissioner in 1894.
As they were kept folded in bundles like the pre-mutiny records of the Commis-
sioner's office, I have had them opened out and pasted in guard books. This

correspondence taken in connection with the narrative of Mr. Bird the Joint

Magistrate, who remained behind after the other officers had left which is in the
Collector's office, gives a graphic account of the mutiny at Gorakhpur. Among
this correspondence there is a demi-official letter written by Lord Canning, the

Viceroy, to Mr. Wynyard.
The Qth April 1910. D. DEWAR,

Officer on special duty in connection with pre-mutiny records
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NOTES ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
DISTRICTS OF THE GORAKHPUR DIVISION.

I OFFICE OF TEE MAGISTRATE AND COLLECTOR
OF GORAKHPUR.

THE English records in the pffice of the Collector of Gorakhpur are

voluminous and contain some documents of exceptional value, viz. the revenue

correspondence of the end of the year 1801, the whole of 1S03, and the beginning
of 1803.

2. The records of the Board of Revenue date from March 1803 and all the

districts other than, Gorakhpur which have resords of an earlier date than Septem-
ber 1803 are permanently settled, so that the Gorakhpur records are the only

original documents existing in the United Provinces (and possibly in India) that

deal with the first settlement of the land revenue in the ceded provinces, viz.

that for the faili year 1210 corresponding with 1802 A. D.'

3. The records of the Gorakhpur Collectorate consist of original letters receiv-

ed and copies of letters issued. These are kept separately so that tht> records fall

into two classes the letters received and the letters issuad. The former are pasted

in guard books ; the latter have been copied into registers.

I found that all the volumes both those containing issues and those containing

receipts required rebinding. Before rebinding, or rather repasting into guard

boks, all the less important of the letters recaived were weeded out by me.

The registers of letters issued have been simply rebound, weeding being impossible

because one and the same leaf may contain the whole or portions of three or four

letters.

4. I. The letters received. These have been classified according as they

relate to revenue or judicial matters, according as they are addressed to the Col-

lector or the Magistrate.

(a) The revenue series of the letters received Series (i) Letters received by

the Collector (or Deputy Collector) from the Board of Commissioners and (later)

from the Commissioner of the division. This series comprises 86 volumes.

The earliest ltter is dated Bareilly, 12th May 1802.f From this date there ii

no break in the series. Until March 1829 the date of the appointment of the

Commissioner of the Benares division the letters come from the various Boards

of Revenue or Commissioners under whose control the Gorakhpur district was

placed. Subsequent to March 1829 these letters are issued from the Commissioner

of the 5th or Benares division, the Gorakhpur district having been in that division

formerly. The earlier letters of this series relate to the settlement for the fasti

years 1210 to 1212 and contain instructions to Collectors, tahsildars and ameens

for effecting the settlement. Several of the letters of 1802 bear the signature of

the Hon'ble Henry Wollesley, who in 1801 was 'appointed Lieutenant-Governor of

the newly ceded provinces and President of the Board of Commissioners.

5. Series (ii) Letters received by the Collector of GoraUhpur from sources

other than the Board of Revenue or the Commissioner. Hhs earliest letter of this

series is dated May 9th, 1802. There are many breaks in this series which

consists of ten volumes. The correspondence covers the following periods only :

May 1802 t November 1807.

April 1812 to December 1814.

January 1818 to December 1828.

January 1841 to October 1843.

July 1853 to June 1854.

6. Series (iii)-Circulars received by the Collector of Gorakhpurfrom the Boari

of Commissioners or the Board of Revenue, 1802 to 1828. Six volumes.
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The earliest circular bears the date May 21st, 1802. It is written from

Bareilly and signed by Graeme Mercer, Secretary to the Board of Commii-

sioners, and forwards to the Collector
" a regulation for your conduct in all suits

for balances of revenue and complaints of undue exactions on account of revenue,

and which you are required to adopt until you shall be furnished with more

detailed instructions for your guidance in suits of the above nature."

It is followed by a number of rules " for determining the continuance or

discontinuance of the pensions payable in ready money from the treasuries in the

ceded provinces."

Other im portant circular orders of the year 1802 are those relating to the

settlement of the land revenue, and that conveying a copy of a proposed regula-

tion for levying a tax on intoxicating liquor and drugs.

7. (b) The Judicial series of letters received. The judicial records are neither

so voluminous nor so complete as the revenue ones.

Prior to 1845 all letters received by the Magistrate, except those from the

Superintendent of Thuggee and Dacoity, were filed together.

From 184S onwards letters received from the Commissioner were filed

separately.

8. The judicial series of letters received may be convenient ly divided into five

lasses or series.

Series (i) Miscellaneous letters received. The great majority of these letter*
;

have been destroyed or lost. The correspondence of the fol lowing years only

exists: 1808, 1840, 1841, 1852, 1853, 1856, and 1857. This series consists of six

volumes.

Series (ii) Lettersfrom the Commissioner to the Magistrate. This series dates

from January 1848 and continues without a break until the mutiny.

These letters fill four guard books.

Series (iii)~Circulars issued to the Magistrate in the years 1855, 1856, aad

1857. They are bound up in two guard books.

Seriet (iv) Circulars addressed to the Magistrate and Collector in the yeart

1854,' 1855, 1856 and 1857. These form one volume.

Series (v) Letters regarding thuggee and dacoity. Eeceived between 1844 and

1856. These are all in one guard book.

9. //. The letters issue d. The letters issued, have, like those received, beea

classified as revenue and judicial.

(a) The Revenue series of letters issued. Series (i) Letters sent by the Collec-

tor to the Board of Revenue or to the Commissioner. This series censists of 30

volumes.

The earliest letter was written in December 1801, a few days after the cessum.

of the territory by the Nawab Vizier. The earlier letters of this series are interest-

ing as throwing light on the methods of collecting the revenue under the Nawab's

government, and the general condition of the coHntry. The series runs from 1801

to January 1856 with but two breaks, viz. from August 1830 to July 1831 inclusive,

and January and February 1853. Prior to 1829 the letters are addressed to the

Board of Revenue, after February of that year they are all written to the Commis-

sioner of the 5th division.

10. Series (ii) Miscellaneous letters itsued by the Collector to officers other than

the Commissioner and the Superintendent of Stamps. This series consists of 15

volumes. The earliest letter is of September 1818 and the last of October

1855. Prior to July 1834 there are many gapsinthe correspondence ; after that

date the series is continuous.

Series (Hi) Letters issued to the Superintendent of fttamps. This consists oi

two volumes which cover respectively the periods September 1845 to July 1848,

February 1851 to January 1854.
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Series (iv) Letters sent ly the Deputy Collector to the Commissioner. These

letters date from November 1836 to December 1838 and are all in one volum*.

Series (v) Letters issued regarding the Raj Sattassee Estate, 1822 to 1831.

These letters are all copied into a single register.

11. (b) The Judicial letters issued Series (i) Letters issued by the Magis*

(rate. This series consists of 17 volumes, and dates from February 180G, but the

correspondence is by no means continuous. There are no letters of any of the

following periods :

April 1808 to December 1809, May 1814 to July 1819, November 1822 to

May 1825, October 1831 to June 1833, December 1838 to May 1839,

September 1S40 to August 1842, February 1844 to April 1845, April

1853 to January 1855.

Series (ii) Letters issued by the Magistrate to the Commissioner. These being

filed separately only after 1851 are all in one volume.

12. In addition to the original correspondence above mentioned, there

exists in the record room a large volume containing copies of certain letters issued

by the Magistrate from 1803 to 1819. This volume is of great value owing to the

fact that several of the original registers containing copies of judicial letters

issued have been destroyed.

13. Mr. John Routledge was appointed Judge, Magistrate and Collector of

the newly acquired Gorakhpur district in November 1801 ; but the original

letters received by that officer prior to May 1802 have been destroyed. Fortunately

copies of at any rate his more important official correspondence between December

1801 and May 1802 are to be found in the record room of the Board of Revenue at

Allahabad. Thus there exist copious records of that interesting period, November

1801 to March 1803, when the ceded provinces were placed under the Hon'ble

Henry Wellesley as Lieutenant-Governor and a Board of Commissioners.

14. Mention should be made of a volume of original correspondence during
the mutiny -and relating to the subject.

15. Miscellaneous registers. In addition to the volumes containing corre-

spondence there are 12 miscellaneous registers.

Seven of thesa volumes contain pay and pension abstracts of the Gorakhpur
Collectorate from 1836 to 1857.

One volume contains the pay and pension abstracts of the Magistrate's office

from 1851 to 1858.

There is a volume of mwfi statements of 1847 and 1848, a volume of judicial

fine statements of 1855 to 1857, and two volumes of revenue statements covering

the periods 1843 to 1849 and 1852 to 1853.

1G. The pre-mutiny records thus consist of 195 volumes ; these have all been

tied up in numbered bastas. There are 30 of these bastas.

Appended is a table showing the contents of each basta.

8-4-1910. D. DEWAE.

Table showing contents of bastas.

Number of
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Table shoving contents of baatas (concluded).

Number of

l/aita.
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NOTE ON THE ENGLISH PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE
KUMAUN DIVISION.

I.-TUE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER.

1. The pre-mutiny records in the office of the Commissioner of Kumaun

consist of 181 volumes and of eighteen volumes of indices and lists. They appear

to be more complete than those of most other offices in these provinces. They deal

with not only the administration of Kuinaun from the date of its conquest in 1815,

but all the events that led to the acquisition of the province.

The first two volumes of the series of political letters issued and the first five

volumes of the series of miscellaneous letters received contain all the correspondence

relating to the Nepal war that took place between the Hon'blo E. Gardner,

Agent to the Governor General for affairs in Kumaun, Mr. Johu Adam, the

Secretary to Government, Bum Sah, Colonel Gardner, Colonel Nicols, Generals

Ochterlony and Wood, Captain Hearsey, Mr. Rutherford and others.

The more important of the papers relating to the conquest of Kumaun were

printed in 182-1 by order of the Court of Proprietors of East India Stock in a large

tonne, entitled Papers respecting the Nepaul War. This volume is available in the

library of the Imperial Record department at Calcutta. In the case of each

Kumaun record that has been printed in this volume I have m.ule a note of this

fact on the record itself. A large number of the Kumaun records relating to the

Nepal War have however not been printed. There are thus in the record room of

the Commissioner of Kumaun the complete materials for a book dealing with the

conquest of Knmaun.

2. The Kumaun records are classified chronologically in series dealing with

various subjects, the letters issued being filed separately from those received.

The great majority of the records have been either indexed or listed, which makes

reference to them easy. This fact renders them mosb valuable to any person

desiring information, not only on such local subjects as the administrative history

of Kumaun, the growth of the tea and coffee industries in the hills, &c., but on

subjects of more general interest, for the records contain a large number of govern,

ment orders and resolutions touching the larger administrative questions of pre-

mutiny days. Some of the more important records appear in print in Batten's

Official reports on the Province of Kumaun and Whalley's The Law of the eatra-

regulation tracts subordinate to the Government of the N.-W. Provinces.

The student of the Kumauu Records will find the latter work very helpful,

nearly two hundred pages of it being devoted to Kumaun 'and the Tarai. Whalley

gives

(1) a short summary of the history of Kumaun under the British Government

(2) a chronological table of the more important matters affecting the judicial

and revenue administration of Kumauu, with the date of each,

(3) extracts from some of the most important records.

WImlley's summary of the history of Knmaun forms the basis of the account

of Kuuiaun given in both Atkinson's and Nevill's gazetteers. It is on the whole

accurate, although here and there a mistake has crept in which reappears in tho

gazetteers. For example, Whalley states that crime in Kumaun was so rare that
" for some years it was not found necessary to invest any officer with judicial powers
of a Commissioner " under regulation X of IS 17. As a matter of fact Mr. Masters,

a judge on leave in the hills, was appointed such a Commissioner in 1818.

3. The records bave not been classified in a very satisfactory manner.

Although the greater number of the volumes have had to be rebound under my
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supervision, I have not been able to effect any considerable improvement on the

original classification, because to have done so would have rendered the various

indices useless.

The letters received fall into three classes :

A. miscellaneous letters received two series.

B! political letters received three series.

C. letters received relating to settlement two series.

The letters issued have all been copied out into registers, and fall into four

classes :

A. revenue letters issued.

B. judicial letters issued.

C. political letters issued.

D. settlement letters issued.

Unfortunately this classification has not always been strictly adhered to ; in con-

sequence some letters of one kind have been copied into registers set apart for

letters of another description. Moreover, for some years all political letters issued

have been copied into the judicial letter books.

4. THE LETTERS RECEIVED (A) miscellaneous letters received.

These have 'been arranged in two series. Why this should have been done is a

mystery ; the second series, which contains comparatively few letters, is made up

of documents which differ in no way from those that constitute the main series.

5. Miscellaneous letters received series 1- This series consists of 110 volumes

and contains

(a) all letters, whether revenue, judicial, political or miscellaneous, received

between 1814 and 1823,

(b) the great majority of letters received after 1823.

As the second series of miscellaneous letters received begins from 1823, any letter

from that date may be in either miscellaneous series or, if it be a political letter, in

one of the three series of political letters received.

The more important letters of miscellaneous series I have all been either listed

or indexed. As regards indexing, the correspondence which constitutes this series

is divided into three periods :

Period I includes letters received from 1814 to 1842, inclusive. The more

important letters received in each of these years have been listed in index volume,

number 1, prepared and printed under my supervision.

Period II includes letters received between 1843 and 1851, inclusive. These

letters have been indexed in index volume, number 2. The existence of this index

has somewhat handicapped me in arranging these records, for it has compelled me to

adhere to the original arrangement of these letters, which is somewhat haphazard ;

moreover, as the pages of the volumes which I had to take to pieces were numbered

according to volumes and not according to years I have been obliged to make the

guard books filled under my supervision correspond to the original volumes. This

has entailed an unnecessary expenditure of guard books. Further, in order to

facilitate reference I have had to give to each of the new volumes of letters received

two numbers, one being its nunber in the chronological series and the other the

number by which it is known in the index volume.

Period III. Letters received between 1852 and 1857, inclusive. As I found

these volumes in good condition I did not pull them to pieces, but have contented

myself with having the necessary repairs done. These letters are indexed in index

volume, number 3, For the year 1857 the revenue letters have been separ-

ated from the judicial and general ones. The classified lists of all letters (except

political) received in the period 1852 to 1856 are on pages 15 to 45 of index volume,
number 3. The classified list of revenue letters received in 1857 is to be found op

pages 46 to 48 of this register, while that of the judicial letters of that year occurs

on pages 92 to 95 of this index volume.
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Each volume belonging to this period bears two numbers its number in the

and the number by which it is designated iu tlie index volume.

G. Mi.-><'"Uijneous letters received series II. Thin series consists of three

volumes, composed, largely of letters relating to tho boundary line between

Kuniaun and Rohilkhand and to tea nurseries, but it also contains oorrespou 'once

on all kinds of other subjects. There is, at tbe beginning of each volume, u list

of contents.

The letters of this series have been indexed in index volume, number 3.

7. (B) Political letter* received. The Commissioner of Kumaun, as a rule, has

been also tin; A'j; ?nt to the Governor General, or to the Lieutenant Governor, for

political affairs
;
hence the Ktuuaun records contain a considerable quantity of

political correspondence. This has not been arranged very methodically.

Some of the political oortespOudonM has been bound up separately, while much of

it ha< been included in the miscellaneous cjrrespondence. I have not been able

to interfere with this arrangement on account of the indices above mentioned.

Another factor which has tended to complicate the arrangement of the political

records is tho connection which at one time subsistel between Kumaun and

Dehra Dun. In 1821 the Hon'Ule J. Shore represented that the people of the

Dun wore so uncivilized that the rules an I regulations made for the people of the

plains were quite unsuitad to them. Tiie result was that in 1825 Dehra Dun was

removed from the jurisdiction of the Collector of Suharaupur and added to that of

the Commissioner of Kuraauu. At the same time the affairs of the Garhwal raj

were entrusted to the Superintendent of the Dun, and this officer contipued

to ex'roise this funotion after the Dun wai separated from Kumaun in 1829. It

was not niuil the end of 1842 that the charge of the Garhwal political agency
was retrausferred to the Commissioner of Kumaun. This explains how it is that

much of the political correspondence among the Kumaun records is addressed to

the Superintendent of Dehra Dun.

Subsequent to 1847 the pjlitical letters received have been bound up separately;

prior to that date they are mostly bound up and listed with the judicial and

revenue letters received, with the following exceptions :

(1) letters relating to the Garhwal raj received between 1815 and 1824,

(2) letters received by the Superintendent of Dehra Dun between 1831 and

1841,

(3) political letters of 1841 received by the Commissioner of Kumaun.

Thus, those of the political letters received which have been bound up separately

fall into three series:

Series I. Letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun on the subject of

the Garhwal raj between 1815 and 1824. These are not numerous and have been

pasted in ono guard book, but they contain some interesting letters, such as a copy
of the sawid given in 1829 to Raja Sudarsan Sah, granting the Garhwal raj to him

and copies of some correspondence relating to Major Hearsey's claim to Dehra Dun.

The contents of this volume have not been listed.-

Series II. Political letters received by the Superintendent of Dehra Dun in the

period 1831 to 1841, two volumes. This correspondence must have been trans-

ferred from Dehra Dun to the oilice of the Commissioner of Kumaun at the time

when the charge of the Garhwal political agency was retransferred to that officer.

I found in the Commissioner's office some volumes containing copies of the above

correspondence, which I have placed among the Dehra Dun records, because dupli-

cates are not required at Naini Tal, and some of the letters relate exclusively to

Dehra Dun, e.g. a letter sanctioning the employment 'of a civil surgeon at the

Mussooree settlement, one sanctioning the appointment of Lieutenant Cautley as

deputy postmaster at Landour, correspondence relating to the construction of a post

office at Landour, &c.

There is at the beginning of the first volume of this series a list of all the

letters received between the commencement of 1831 and the end of 1839. The
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letters received in 184.0 and 1841 have not been listed, but these are few and

unimportant.

Series ///. Political letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun. This

series is bound up in four volumes ;
at the beginning of each is a list of contents.

The series consists of letters received in 1840 and 1841 and in the period

1847 to 1859. It includes a copy of the sanad, dated the 6th September 1859,

granting the Garhwal raj to Bhowan Singb.

The political letters received in 1843, 1844, 1845 and 1846 are included in

series I of miscellaneous letters received. I have not disturbed these because they

have been listed and indexed with the miscellaneous letters. Here, as elsewhere, I

have allowed considerations of convenience to overrule my desire for an orderly

arrangement of the records.

The following table explains the arrangement of the political letters received :

Date of correspondence.
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Therefore important revenue letters issued (except those sent between May
18l7 and June 1818, which have not been listed) can be turned up in a few minutes

by consulting index volume, number 6, for letters issued prior to 1856, and index

volumes, numbers 9 and 10, for letters sent in 1856, 1857 and 1858.

10. (B) Judicial letters issued. This series consists of 21 volumes and

covers the period 1822 to 1858.

Prior to 1822 the judicial letters are entered in either tbe political or the

revenue registers. There is no break in the judicial series. Political letters sent

between 1822 and 1830 are entered in these volumes.

The more important of the letters issued between 1822 and 1855 inclusive are

listed in index volume, number 7. The letters of the years 1856, 1857 and 1858

are listed at the beginning of the volumes into which they have been copied. As

in the case of the revenue letters issued, each volume of the judicial letters bears

three numbers.

11. (C) Political letters issued. This series consists of six volumes made up
as follows :

Volume I. Political letters sent between November 1814 and March 1815.

These letters deal mainly with the conquest of Kumaun
; they are

neither listed nor indexed.

Volume //.Political letters sent from 1815 to 1820.

Volume ///.Political letters relating to the Garhwal raj issued by the

Commissioner of Kumaun between 1815 and 1825.

Between 1820 and 1831 there are no volumes containing exclusively political

letters issued. Those sent in 1821 are entered in the revenue series of letters issued,

while those sent between 1822 and 1831 find place in tbe volumes of judicial

letters issued.

Volume IV. Political letters issued by the Superintendent of Dehra Dun,
1829 to 1841. The contents of this volume are listed at its begin-

ning.

Volume V. Political letters issued by the Commissioner of Kumaun (and

his assistant) during the period 1842 to 1847. These are not listed.

Volume F/. Political letters issued by the Commissioner of Kumaun during

tbe period 1848 to 1857. There is at the beginning of the volume a

list of its more important oontents.

12. (D) Settlement letters issued. This series consists of four volumes.

Volumes 1 to 3 contain letters sent by Mr. J. H. Batten, Settlement Officer, between

February 1837 and December 1842. The majority of them are copies.

I found many of the originals among the letters received by the Commissioner

of Kumaun, and in all cases where the originals exist I have substituted them

for the copies.

Volume III of this series contains Mr. Batten's original report (with

appendix) on the settlement of Garhwal, dated the 10th August 1842. This appears

in print on pages 90 to 128 of Batten's Official reports on the Province of

Kumaun. I have retained it because it is the original letter bearing Mr. Batten's

signature.

Volume IV consists of Batten's final report on the Kumaun settlement.

This is printed 011 pages 212 to 280 of Official reports on the Province of Kumaun.
In the printed copy the date of tbe report (1st September 1848) is left blank.

13. Files. In addition to tbe chronological series of letters received and

issued there are two large tiles consisting of copies of correspondence. File number

1 consists of copies of correspondence relating to the Kumaun Bhabar. File

number 2 consists of copies of correspondence relating to the claim of Raja

Sheuraj Singh to certain Tarai parganas.

14. Register of statements. At Almora I carno upon a register of establish-

ment pay abstracts, pension lists, abkari statements and statements of deposits for
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the Kumaun division. The register covers the period 1854 to 1872. I brought it

over to Naiui Tal and have had it broken np into two parts (corresponding to the

pre- and the post-mutiny periods) and rebound. Both parts are now in the Com-'

missioner's record room.

15. Lists and indices. These make up no fewer than 18 volumes. I have

already mentioned most of them when dealing with the records to which they refer,

but as they form so noteworthy a feature of the records they merit a paragraph to

themselves. They are of two kinds :

(1) lists of letters received in which each letter, with a brief abstract of its

contents, was entered at the time of its receipt. Such diary lists

include letters which have since been destroyed, and are therefore of

little use as volumes of contents of the existing records
;

(2) lists and indices of the more important part of the correspondence which

has been preserved. Each entry shows the page of the volume in

which the letter to which it refers finds place.

These lists and indices render the tracing of any document a comparatively easy

matter. I have labelled these "Index volumes" to distinguish them from the diary

lists, although some of them, strictly speaking, are not indices but rather chronolo-

gical lists.

Diary lists.

Volume I. miscellaneous letters received between 1842 and 1850.

II.- in 1851.

IIL in 1852.

IV. in 1853.

V.- in 1854.

VI.- in 1855.

VII. lists of letters to and from the Senior Assistant Commis-1

sioners, 1856 to 1870.

VIII. list of political letters received, 1850 to 1860.

Index volumes.

Volume I. printed list of the more important miscellaneous letters

received from 1814 to 1842, inclusive (miscellaneous series I).

Volume II. index to miscellaneous letters received from 1843 to 1851,

inclusive (miscellaneous series I).

Volume III. index to all letters received from 1852 to 1867, inclusive, i.e.

to

(a) political letters,

(b) miscellaneous letters, series I,

(c) II.

Volume IV. lists of

(a) miscellaneous letters (series I) received between 1852 and 1859,

(b) political letters received between 1840 and 1867.

Volume V. classified lists of

(a) political letters received between 1840 and 1867,

(b) miscellaneous letters (series II) received between 1823 and 1851,

(c) (seriea I) received between 1852 and 1867.

Volume VI. lists of revenue letters sent between 1815 and 1855.

Volume VII. liats of judicial letters sent between 1822 and 1855.

Volume VIII. lists -

(a) lists of some of the more important letters received (series I)

between 1814 and 1852,

(b) duplicate lists of judicial letters sent,

(c) revenue letters sent.

This volume, therefore, contains only lists which occur in other volumes.

Volume IX. classified list of correspondence of 1856.

Volume X. classified list of correspondence of 1857 and 1858.
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The following table shows the arrangement of the records :

The letters received.

Number of

Tolume.



Number of

volume.



1

Number of

volume.



IV. THE OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, GARHWAL..

The pre-mutiuy records in the office of the Deputy Commissioner of Garhwal

consist of eighteen bound volumes, four index volumes and one printed list. These

records, like those at Almora, have suflered from indiscriminate weeding, but

whereas at Almora the volumes of letters issued by the Senior Assistant Commis-

sioner have all been destroyed, at Garhwal the letters received by the Senior

Assistant Commissioner have been weeded almost to extinction.

2. The Garhwal records fall into six series :

Series /.Two volumes of note books of the year 1837. These notes, which

are unsigned, relate to the administration and settlement of the Garh-

wal district. The volumes contain, in addition to the above-mentioned

notes, copies of a few letters conveying instructions and some cuttings

of printed matter.

Series II. One volume of judicial and revenue letters sent between 15th June

1838 and 1st May 1839 by Captain H. Huddleston, Senior Assistant

Commissioner, Garhwal.

Series III. Revenue letters issued. This series consists of seven volumes

containing copies of letters in the revenue department issued by the

Senior Assistant Commissioner, Garhwal. The series covers the period

April 1839 to June 1861.

Series IV. Judicial letters issued. Five volumes of copies which cover the

period 1st March 1837 to December 1858.

Series V. Letters issued from the local agency at Garh wal. One volume

which covers the period April 1852 to November 1870.

Series VI. Letters received by the Senior Assistant Commissioner (two

volumes). These volumes are all that remain after a weeding, which

took place some years ago, of the judicial and revenue letters received.

In 1904 they existed in the form of bundles. Mr. R. P. Dewhurst arranged

them at Allahabad in that year, classified them according to departments, had them

placed in two guard books and had prepared a printed list of their contents. This

list I have labelled index volume, number 5.

7-11-1910. D. DEWAE.
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